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FIGHTING WATER WITH WATER — Gavin Daniels tries to give the Big Lake Volunteer Fire Department a taste 
of their own medicine during Big Lake Head Start’s end of school water party. The kids enjoyed a beach themed 
party with limbo, water gun fights, scooter races and a tattoo station. The event was capped off with the kids getting 
sprayed down by members of the BLVFD from one of their brush trucks.
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This year 140 newspapers submitted 1,490 entries in the Texas Better Newspa-
per Contest. The contest is broken down into 10 divisions in which newspapers 
compete against papers of similar circulation size. 

Weeklies compete under a unique division system in which the total number of 
weekly entrants is divided into five divisions based on descending circulation — 
this year 83 weeklies entered and there were 16-17 newspapers each in Divisions 6 
through 10.

Dailies and Semiweeklies compete in fixed circulation breaks: Division 1 Dai-
lies 100,000 or More (compete in General Excellence only); Division 2 Dailies 7,000 
to 99,999; Division 3 Dailies Less Than 7,000; Division 4 Semiweeklies 4,001 or 
More; and Division 5 Semiweeklies 4,000 or Less. 

First place winners receive plaques and second through fourth place winners 
earn certificates. Sweepstakes points are earned for each division, except Divi-
sion 1, based on point accumulation in contest categories (excluding Community 
Service, Special Sections and Best Website) - 1st Place: 100 points; 2nd Place: 75 
points; 3rd Place: 50 points; and 4th Place: 25 points. The awards were announced 
June 20, 2015, at the Westin Austin at The Domain in Austin, Texas.

The Winners’ Circle is an annual publication saluting the Better Newspaper 
Contest winners. Judges’ comments on first through fourth place winners are 
reprinted along with samples of winning entries. The 2015 contest was judged by 
the Maryland Delaware DC Press Association as part of the annual Better News-
paper Contest swap.

About the Texas Better Newspaper Contest

 C  ontents
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2015 Better Newspaper Contest Results by Newspaper
Albany News  
  1st Editorial 
  2nd Headline Writing 
  2nd Page Design 
  4th General Excellence

Aledo, The Community News
  1st Column Writing 
  1st Feature Photo 
  1st Feature Writing 
  3rd General Excellence 
  4th Headline Writing 
  4th Sports Coverage 
  4th Sports Photo 

Alice Echo-News Journal  
  4th Advertising

Athens Daily Review  
  1st General Excellence 
  1st Page Design 
  3rd Advertising 
  4th Feature Writing

Austin Business Journal  
  2nd News Writing

Austin, Westlake Picayune  
  1st Headline Writing 
  1st Sports Coverage 
  2nd General Excellence 
  2nd Page Design 
  3rd Editorial 
  3rd Feature Photo 
  4th Feature Writing 

Azle News  
  1st Editorial 
  2nd Sports Photo 
  3rd Column Writing 
  3rd News Photo 
  3rd Sports Coverage

Bandera Bulletin  
  1st News Photo 
  3rd Editorial 
  3rd Feature Photo

Baytown Sun  
  1st Feature Writing 
  3rd Sports Coverage

Beeville Bee-Picayune  
  1st Column Writing 
  2nd General Excellence

Belton Journal 
  2nd Sports Coverage

Big Bend Sentinel  
  2nd Editorial 
  2nd General Excellence 
  2nd News Photo 
  3rd Best Website 
  4th Advertising 
  4th Column Writing

Big Lake Wildcat  
  1st Feature Photo 
  1st News Photo 
  2nd Best Website 
  2nd Feature Writing 
  2nd News Writing 
  2nd Sports Photo 
  3rd Editorial 
  3rd Page Design 
  4th Advertising

Boerne Star  
  1st Advertising 
  4th Headline Writing

Bowie News
  1st Editorial 
  1st Feature Writing 
  1st Sports Coverage 
  2nd Advertising 
  2nd Best Website 
  4th News Photo 

Brookshire, The Times Tribune 
  4th General Excellence 

Brownwood Bulletin  
  2nd Sports Coverage 
  3rd Best Website 
  3rd Sports Photo 
  4th General Excellence

Bullard Banner News  
  1st News Writing 
  1st Sports Coverage 
  2nd Page Design 
  3rd Column Writing 
  3rd Feature Writing

Cameron Herald
  2nd General Excellence

Canadian Record
  1st News Writing 
  2nd Advertising 
  2nd Editorial 
  2nd Feature Writing 
  2nd News Photo 
  2nd Routine Special Section 
  3rd General Excellence 
  4th Best Website 
  4th Column Writing

Carthage, Panola Watchman  
  4th Blue Moon Special Section 

Castroville News Bulletin  
  4th Routine Special Section

Cedar Park, Hill Country News 
Weekender 
  1st Column Writing 
  3rd News Writing 
  4th Feature Photo

Clarendon Enterprise  
  2nd Editorial 
  2nd Sports Coverage 
  3rd Feature Photo 
  3rd Headline Writing 
  3rd News Photo 
  4th Column Writing 
  4th Page Design

Cleveland Advocate  
  2nd Feature Writing 
  3rd News Writing

Clifton Record
  2nd Headline Writing 
  2nd Sports Photo 
  3rd Blue Moon Special Section 
  3rd Page Design 
  4th News Photo 
  4th News Writing 

Clute, The Facts
  1st Sports Coverage 
  2nd Advertising 
  2nd Headline Writing 
  3rd Column Writing 

Conroe, The Courier
  1st Feature Photo 
  3rd News Photo 
  4th Sports Photo 

Cooper Review  
  3rd News Photo 
  4th Advertising

Cuero Record  
  1st Sports Photo 
  2nd Advertising 
  3rd Feature Writing 
  3rd Sports Coverage

Decatur, Wise County Messenger  
  1st Best Website 
  1st Blue Moon Special Section 
  1st Sports Photo 
  2nd Column Writing 
  2nd Feature Photo 
  2nd General Excellence 
  2nd Sports Coverage 
  3rd Headline Writing 
  4th Feature Writing 
  4th News Photo 
  4th News Writing 

Denton Record-Chronicle  
  3rd Headline Writing 
  4th Blue Moon Special Section

Dublin Citizen
  4th Advertising 
  4th Sports Coverage 

Eastland County Today  
  1st Community Service

El Campo Leader-News  
  1st Advertising 
  1st Sports Photo 
  2nd Routine Special Section 
  3rd Community Service 
  3rd Sports Coverage 
  4th Feature Photo

Eldorado Success  
  1st Advertising 
  1st Best Website 
  1st Editorial 
  2nd News Photo 
  3rd General Excellence

Elgin Courier  
  1st Blue Moon Special Section 
  3rd Editorial 

  3rd Headline Writing 
  4th Feature Photo

Fairfield, Freestone County Times  
  1st News Writing 
  4th Editorial 

Farmersville Times  
  1st Feature Writing 
  1st General Excellence 
  1st Page Design

Ferris, The Ellis County Press  
  1st Advertising 
  3rd Sports Photo 
  4th Editorial 

Fredericksburg Standard-Radio 
Post  
  1st Column Writing 
  1st Page Design 
  1st Routine Special Section 
  2nd Editorial 
  2nd General Excellence 
  3rd Sports Photo

Galveston County Daily News  
  1st Blue Moon Special Section 
  1st General Excellence 
  1st Page Design 
  1st Routine Special Section 
  1st Sports Photo 
  2nd Best Website 
  2nd Feature Photo 
  3rd Community Service 
  3rd News Photo 
  4th Feature Writing 
  4th Headline Writing

Georgetown, Williamson County 
Sun/Sunday Sun  
  1st Editorial 
  1st Feature Photo 
  1st General Excellence 
  1st News Photo 
  2nd Advertising 
  2nd Feature Writing 
  2nd Page Design 
  3rd News Writing 
  3rd Routine Special Section 
  3rd Sports Photo 

Gladewater Mirror  
  2nd Column Writing 
  2nd Community Service 
  4th Blue Moon Special Section 
  4th Editorial

Glen Rose Reporter  
  1st Routine Special Section 
  1st Sports Coverage 
  1st Sports Photo 
  3rd Feature Writing 
  3rd News Photo 
  4th Headline Writing 
  4th News Writing

Goldthwaite Eagle  
  1st Advertising 
  4th Feature Photo

Goliad Advance-Guard  
  2nd Sports Photo 
  4th News Photo

Gonzales Inquirer  
  3rd Editorial 
  3rd Feature Photo

Graham Leader  
  1st General Excellence 
  3rd Page Design 

Granbury, Hood County News  
  1st Column Writing 
  2nd Headline Writing 
  2nd News Writing 
  3rd Advertising 
  3rd Editorial 
  3rd Feature Photo 
  3rd Feature Writing 
  3rd General Excellence 
  3rd News Photo 
  3rd Sports Coverage 
  4th Page Design 
  4th Sports Photo 

Grapeland, The Messenger  
  2nd Page Design 
  3rd Advertising 
  3rd Column Writing 

Greenville, Herald-Banner
  2nd General Excellence 
  3rd Headline Writing 
  4th Page Design

Hamilton Herald-News  
  4th Page Design

Hico News Review  
  3rd News Writing

Houston Business Journal  
  1st Blue Moon Special Section 
  1st General Excellence 
  2nd Best Website 
  3rd Page Design 
  3rd Routine Special Section 
  4th News Writing

Houston, Jewish Herald-Voice  
  1st News Writing 
  2nd Feature Photo 
  3rd Feature Writing 
  4th Editorial 
  4th General Excellence 
  4th News Photo 

Huntsville Item  
  1st Sports Photo 
  3rd Feature Writing 
  3rd Page Design 
  4th Column Writing 
  4th Headline Writing

Ingram, West Kerr Current  
  1st Advertising 
  2nd News Writing 
  4th Headline Writing

Iowa Park Leader  
  1st Column Writing 
  1st Feature Photo 
  1st News Photo 
  3rd Advertising 
  3rd Page Design 
  4th Sports Photo

Jacksboro Gazette-News/Jack 
County Herald  
  2nd Community Service

Katy Times  
  3rd Editorial 
  3rd Headline Writing 
  4th Community Service

Kerrville Daily Times  
  2nd Sports Photo 
  4th Editorial 
  4th News Writing

Kerrville, Hill Country Community 
Journal 
  1st Sports Coverage 
  1st Sports Photo 
  2nd Blue Moon Special Section 
  2nd News Photo 
  3rd General Excellence 

Kilgore News Herald  
  1st Headline Writing 
  1st News Writing 
  2nd Feature Photo 
  2nd Feature Writing 
  2nd Sports Photo 
  3rd News Photo 
  4th Editorial

Kingsville Record & Bishop News  
  3rd Headline Writing 
  4th Feature Writing

Kyle, Hays Free Press  
  1st Editorial 
  1st Headline Writing 
  1st Page Design 
  2nd Column Writing 
  2nd Feature Photo 
  2nd Sports Coverage 
  4th Feature Writing 

Lake Travis View  
  1st Feature Writing 
  1st General Excellence 
  1st Page Design 
  2nd Headline Writing 
  2nd Sports Coverage 
  4th News Writing

La Grange, The Fayette County 
Record  
  1st Feature Writing 
  1st Headline Writing 
  1st News Writing 
  1st Page Design 
  1st Routine Special Section 
  1st Sports Coverage 
  3rd Best Website 
  3rd Blue Moon Special Section 
  3rd Column Writing 
  4th Advertising 
  4th Editorial 

  4th Feature Photo 
  4th General Excellence 

Lamesa Press Reporter  
  1st News Photo

Lampasas Dispatch Record  
  2nd Column Writing 
  4th General Excellence 
  4th News Writing

Liberty Hill Independent  
  2nd Editorial 
  3rd Feature Writing 
  3rd News Writing 
  3rd Routine Special Section 
  4th Sports Coverage 

Liberty, The Vindicator  
  3rd Sports Photo 

Lindsay Letter  
  4th Sports Photo

Longview News-Journal  
  2nd Column Writing 
  3rd Feature Writing 
  3rd Page Design 
  4th Sports Coverage

Lubbock Avalanche-Journal  
  2nd Feature Writing 
  2nd News Writing 
  3rd Editorial 
  3rd Routine Special Section 
  4th Best Website

Lufkin Daily News  
  4th Advertising

Lytle, Leader News  
  3rd Advertising 
  4th General Excellence 
  4th Page Design 

Lytle, Medina Valley Times  
  1st General Excellence 

Madisonville Meteor  
  2nd Column Writing 
  3rd Sports Coverage

Marlin Democrat  
  3rd General Excellence 

Marshall News Messenger  
  1st Advertising 
  2nd Page Design 
  3rd Editorial 
  3rd General Excellence 
  4th News Photo

Meridian Tribune  
  1st Headline Writing 
  2nd Blue Moon Special Section 
  2nd Feature Photo 
  2nd News Writing 
  2nd Sports Coverage 
  3rd Column Writing 
  3rd Routine Special Section

Mexia News  
  2nd Editorial 

Mineral Wells Index  
  2nd Feature Writing 
  2nd News Photo

Mission, The Progress Times  
  3rd Headline Writing 

Mount Pleasant, Daily Tribune
  1st Column Writing 
  3rd Feature Photo 
  4th Editorial 

Mount Vernon Optic-Herald  
  2nd News Writing 
  4th Blue Moon Special Section

Muleshoe Journal  
  4th Editorial

Murphy Monitor  
  1st General Excellence 
  1st Page Design 
  2nd Feature Photo 
  3rd Sports Photo 
  4th Feature Writing

Nacogdoches Daily Sentinel  
  1st Editorial 
  2nd Blue Moon Special Section 
  2nd News Photo 
  2nd Page Design 
  3rd Advertising 
  3rd Sports Photo 

  4th Column Writing

New Braunfels, Herald-Zeitung  
  1st Advertising 
  4th Routine Special Section

Odessa American  
  2nd Sports Coverage 
  4th Community Service

Olney Enterprise  
  2nd Column Writing 
  3rd Advertising 
  3rd Blue Moon Special Section 
  4th News Writing 
  4th Routine Special Section 
  4th Sports Coverage

Orange Leader  
  3rd Feature Writing

Ozona Stockman  
  1st Editorial 
  1st Feature Photo 
  1st News Photo 
  1st Routine Special Section 
  3rd Advertising 
  3rd Page Design 
  4th Column Writing

Paris News  
  4th Feature Photo

Pleasanton Express  
  3rd Advertising 
  3rd Feature Photo 
  4th Feature Writing 
  4th Sports Coverage

Port Aransas South Jetty  
  1st Advertising 
  1st Feature Photo 
  1st News Photo 
  3rd Community Service 
  4th Column Writing 
  4th Headline Writing 
  4th Page Design

Port Lavaca Wave  
  2nd Blue Moon Special Section 
  3rd News Writing 
  4th Headline Writing 
  4th Routine Special Section

Presidio International  
  1st Feature Writing 
  2nd General Excellence 
  3rd Best Website 
  4th Headline Writing 

Princeton Herald  
  2nd Feature Photo 
  3rd Sports Coverage

Quanah Tribune-Chief  
  1st Column Writing

Red Oak Record  
  1st Sports Photo 
  2nd Advertising 
  2nd Headline Writing 
  3rd Sports Coverage

Round Rock Leader  
  1st Feature Photo 
  4th Sports Coverage 
  4th Sports Photo

Sachse News  
  4th Page Design

San Marcos Daily Record  
  4th News Writing

Sealy News  
  1st Sports Coverage 
  2nd Feature Writing 
  2nd Page Design 
  3rd Column Writing 
  3rd News Photo 
  4th Best Website 

Seguin Gazette  
  1st Editorial 
  1st Headline Writing 
  1st News Photo 
  2nd Feature Photo 
  2nd News Writing 
  2nd Sports Photo 
  4th Sports Coverage

Silsbee Bee  
  1st Feature Writing 
  2nd Advertising 
  2nd Column Writing 
  2nd Headline Writing 
  4th Sports Photo

Springtown Epigraph  
  1st News Writing 
  2nd Advertising 
  2nd Feature Writing 
  2nd News Photo 
  2nd Sports Photo 
  3rd Column Writing 
  4th Feature Photo

Stephenville Empire Tribune  
  3rd Sports Coverage

Tahoka, Lynn County News  
  3rd Headline Writing 
  4th General Excellence 

Taylor Daily Press  
  1st Sports Coverage 
  2nd Headline Writing 
  3rd Column Writing

Terrell Tribune  
  1st Page Design 
  2nd News Photo 
  3rd General Excellence 
  3rd Sports Photo 
  4th Best Website 
  4th Column Writing 
  4th Community Service

Three Rivers, The Progress
  3rd News Writing

Tyler Morning Telegraph  
  1st Column Writing 
  1st Community Service 
  1st Headline Writing 
  1st News Writing 
  2nd Routine Special Section 
  3rd Feature Photo 
  3rd General Excellence 

Uvalde Leader-News  
  1st Community Service 
  2nd Editorial 
  2nd News Photo 
  2nd Sports Photo 
  3rd Page Design 
  4th Column Writing 
  4th Sports Coverage 

Van Horn Advocate  
  1st Headline Writing 
  4th News Photo

Vernon Daily Record  
  1st Feature Writing 
  1st News Writing 
  2nd Advertising

Victoria Advocate  
  1st Best Website 
  1st Feature Photo 
  1st News Photo 
  2nd Community Service 
  2nd Editorial 
  2nd General Excellence 
  3rd Blue Moon Special Section 
  3rd News Writing 
  4th Page Design 
  4th Sports Photo

Waxahachie Daily Light  
  2nd Column Writing 
  2nd Editorial 
  3rd News Writing 
  4th Advertising 
  4th Feature Photo 

Wharton Journal-Spectator  
  2nd Headline Writing 
  2nd News Writing 
  2nd Sports Coverage 
  4th Page Design 

Whitehouse, Tri County Leader  
  1st Sports Photo 
  2nd Routine Special Section 
  4th News Photo

Woodville, Tyler County Booster  
  1st Best Website 
  2nd Routine Special Section 

Wylie News  
  1st Headline Writing 
  2nd Page Design 
  4th Advertising 
  4th Feature Photo 
  4th Routine Special Section

Yorktown News-View  
  3rd Feature Photo
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 A dvertising
DIVISION 2, 1ST PLACE

DIVISION 3, 1ST PLACE

DIVISION 4, 1ST PLACE DIVISION 5, 1ST PLACE

Division 2
1. New Braunfels, Herald-Zeitung - Herald-Zeitung Ads: Very clean 
ads. Nice use of mirroring graphics and bright colors in the Land-
mark advertisement. A-Tan photos give the reader a quick look at the 
restaurant without leaving  home. Nice job.
2. The Facts, Clute - Passion Play/Dr. Stewart/Breakfast in Bed: Pas-
sion Play ... Eye catching layout with complimentary colors. Adding 
map is a nice touch for out-of-towners. Dentistry ad is a nice departure 
from most clinical-looking medical advertisements.
3. Nacogdoches Daily Sentinel - Appleby Sand Mercantile Cafe 
Double Truck/Rex Perry Full Page/Annual English Tea: Nice use of 
color and photos of food in Appleby Sand Mercantile Cafe, but too 
much verbage. Love the large photo dominating Rex Autoplex. Brings 
reader to the ad.
4. Lufkin Daily News - Like an uncut diamond: Southland ad is 
clean, catchy phrase. Lufkin Jewelry ... nice large photo showcasing 
jewelry and again, clean and to the point.

Division 3
1. Marshall News Messenger: The Digital Discovery Day ad is very 
colorful and eye popping, draws you in to read and possibly want to 
attend the event.
2. Vernon Daily Record - Make Vernon Great: Love the idea of busi-
nesses praising each other and putting coupons out. Gives customers 
something to look forward to and want to read.
3. Athens Daily Review: Bridal ad is eye catching and has great 
photography.
4. Waxahachie Daily Light - Waxahachie Autoplex/Carlisle/Mac 
Haik

Division 4
1. Boerne Star - Calamity Jane’s/Daisy Pearl, The Green Bull, Daisy 
Pearl/Calamity Jane’s
2. Williamson County Sun/Sunday Sun – Zounds/Walnut Springs/
The Jeweler
3. Hood County News - Safari Under the Stars/Please Help Me/Merry 
Christmas
4. The Fayette County Record

Division 5
1. El Campo Leader-News - Greek Bros’ Parmalee/WCEC’s Line-
men/Vonderau’s F-150
2. The Bowie News
3. The Messenger, Grapeland - Walmart/HEB ad/Bella, Christmas 
in July sale/Walmart, back to school ad
4. Alice Echo-News Journal - Veteran’s Day/Cross Cowboy Church/
Jim Wells County fair

Division 6
1. Port Aransas South Jetty - E-Z-GO, Stingrays Game Plan & 
Stingrays Line Up
2. Silsbee Bee
3. Pleasanton Express - Clowning Around - South Texas Regional 
Medical Center/Paisley’s Rodeo Ad/Paisley’s Snowflake Sale
4. The Wylie News - Cloud nine/Lafons/Taste of Wylie

Division 7
1. Goldthwaite Eagle: These three submissions are definitely the 
most unique of all the ads submitted -- but that’s a good thing. If they 
grabbed my attention, they likely grabbed the attention of readers. 
The blood/knife theme is certainly a different approach, but it’s a 
sure attention-getter. The fingerprint ad is very clean and gets the 
point across without unnecessary wordiness. The beach-themed 
house ad is both clever and cleanly designed.
2. Cuero Record - Keep Cuero Beautiful/Weber Motor Company/
Cuero Nursing and Rehabilitation Center: All the ads have a very 
clean design. The recycling ad is informative and well-designed. The 
car ad takes an interesting approach -- focusing on a local athlete 
rather than the product itself. That’s certainly a way to get the read-
er’s attention and earn some community goodwill for the business. 
The blood drive ad is small but effective, and the black background 
makes it stand out.
3. Leader News, Lytle - Lytle State Bank/Lytle Freedom Festival/
Carrie Moy campaign: Nice job throughout the entry. I especially like 
the Freedom Festival ad, which is sharply designed and makes good 
use of the stock photo.
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 A dvertising
DIVISION 6, 1ST PLACE DIVISION 7, 1ST PLACE

DIVISION 10, 1ST PLACE

DIVISION 9, 1ST PLACE

DIVISION 8, 1ST PLACE

4. The Big Bend Sentinel - Shanna Elmore/Marfa Elementary 
3rd graders/Reading of the Fallen Heroes: The campaign ad takes a 
less-is-more approach, and the clean design makes it effective. The 
third-graders ad is a nice, community-centered ad. The Reading of the 
Fallen Heroes ad is very readable and clean.

Division 8
Lots of eye-catching advertisements. Nice job.
1. The Ellis County Press: Clean use of graphics and color in po-
litical advertising. Waxahachie Spring Show ... really nice large ad, 
wording is to the point. Pleasing
2. The Canadian Record: Nice concept using texts for City Drug. 
Creative layout and graphics in the second  drug store ad. 
3. Iowa Park Leader - ken’s pizza/read to feed/andy’s: Eye catching 
graphics brings reader right to Ken’s Pizza advertisement. Read to 
Feed, an excellent community-minded house ad with nice graphics.
4. The Dublin Citizen - Bradberry Builders Supply/Bayer Ford/
Erath County Officials Christmas Ad: Bold photos and layouts. Crisp 
color and graphics in Bradberry Builder advertisement. Christmas 
greeting ad uses a nice mix of cutout graphics and photos.

Division 9
1. West Kerr Current - O Young M.D./Dairy Queen/Texas Tree Ser-
vice
2. Springtown Epigraph - First Baptist Church/Wild West Festival/
Springtown Flowers
3. Ozona Stockman - Graduation Ad/Congrats Vivian/Christmas 
Cards
4. Cooper Review - Everything Unique/The Flower Patch/Enloe State 
Bank 

Division 10
1. Eldorado Success - Thank You for the Rain/Experience the Bat 
Tornado/Holdiay Greeting
2. Red Oak Record
3. The Olney Enterprise
4. Big Lake Wildcat - Cornerstone Garden/First Baptist Church 
Trunk or Treat/Santa Rita Festival
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  C   olumnWriting
Division 2
1. Tyler Morning Telegraph - Weighing In
2. Longview News-Journal - Phil Latham col-
umns
3. The Facts, Clute - BISD bond battle/Playing 
word games
4. Nacogdoches Daily Sentinel - Kim Foli

Division 3
It was a pleasure to read all the columns and to 
peek into the personal lives, moments and writ-
ing of all of the writers. I’m reminded again and 
again of the universality of human emotions and 
nature.
1. Daily Tribune, Mount Pleasant - Gary Bor-
ders: A controlled, personal piece that avoids the 
usual traps of sentimentality.
2. Waxahachie Daily Light - “Son, it will be 
OK”/Thanksgiving traditions: Part II: It’s not 
easy losing a father. It’s not easy writing about 
losing a father. But life -- and writing -- are tough, 
noble things. Well done.
3. Taylor Daily Press - Thompson’s Thoughts: 
Don’t wait until it’s too late: A thoughtful and sin-
cere approach to a painful event.
4. Huntsville Item - Rita Haldeman: A reminder 
that it is also the small moments that shape and 
comfort us in the face of large, serious events. 
Plus, she got a Harley!

Division 4
When writing a column writing style is impor-
tant, and I think everyone had a strong writing 
style here. Kathy Cruz and Tex were both really 
strong writers with clear voices. Content also 
mattered, and I was impressed  with the way some 
people used their column space to put a local spin 
on bigger issues.
1. Hood County News - A mother’s message/
Sepia tones: The first column showed how to 
tackle a difficult subject in a way that makes the 
issue personal to the reader through details. The 
second column was a simple story, beautifully 
written. 
2. Wise County Messenger: The first column 
was a fun read. The second really nicely brought 
a global issue home by using the “boogieman” 
metaphor.
3. The Fayette County Record - Merry Christ-
mas From Grandpa Tex/Tex Talks Writing, 
Anger and his Recent Accident: While the content 
seemed a bit unfocused, this writer has an amaz-
ing style that made me feel like I was sitting down 
next to him and talking. 
4. Uvalde Leader-News - Lousy kids/Diaper bag 
disaster:  These were two cute stories about every-
day disasters, and they were well written.

Division 5
Such a tough category to judge! Excellent entries!
1. Beeville Bee-Picayune - We could all use a 
coach/He opened his mouth: Great, great, great!
2. Lampasas Dispatch Record - Time for tis-
sues and Ziplock bags/Looks can be so deceiving: 
Laughed out loud. Fun reads, great headlines.
3. The Messenger, Grapeland - A Glimmer of 
Hope/Does Baseball Matter: Good headlines; liked 
the style and topic. Great wrap up: “does baseball 
matter? The answer to that is yes - now more than 
ever.”
4. Terrell Tribune: Well written opinions on cur-
rent topics.

Division 6
The varied group of entries in this category, be 
they on national issues or local topics, provided 
perspectives with wit, emotion and conversa-
tional flow.
1. Fredericksburg Standard-Radio Post: The 
emotional yet intelligent commentary on life in 
small town Texas allows any reader to come along 
for the journey and empathize with great stories 
and strong points.
2. Silsbee Bee
3. Azle News - Here’s why we didn’t go home the 
other day/Running it up the flagpole and saluting 

(?) it
4. Port Aransas South Jetty - For the pain of it/
Get to the root of the problem

Division 7
Each of these entries proves that small-town jour-
nalism need not equal small-town writing.
1. The Community News - Erasing History/Life 
is Good: Readers want to identify in some way 
with what they read, a truth not lost on this col-
umnist. While his self certainly shines through 
his writing, it’s impossible to not momentarily 
see an issue through his eyes. A joy to read!
2. Hays Free Press - Play now, Pay later/Aw, 
baby, it’s cold up there: Clint’s humor is infec-
tious.
3. The Sealy News - Celebrating a life well lived/
Touching the past to share with the future: These 
columns had purpose and emotion, not a bad com-
bination!
4. The Big Bend Sentinel - Six and a half min-
utes of fame/I love cats and dogs, but Millie was a 
real bitch: The writing here draws the reader in 
with emotive descriptions and touching humor. 
Very entertaining.

Division 8
It was an honor and a pleasure to participate in 
judging this category. The entries were good, but 
choosing between first and second place was dif-
ficult. The quality of those entries and writers is 
excellent. 
1. Iowa Park Leader - Food For Thought/I 
Just Called: Thank you for eloquently address-
ing closed-minded way we approach the issue of 
supplemental food assistance. The statistics you 
shared in “I just called” kept me giggling through 
the entire column, and shaking my head in agree-
ment. I look forward to reading you again. 
2. Madisonville Meteor - Difficult times caused 
by lack of faith/In mourning of a lost friend: “Diffi-
cult Times” was a compelling and interesting look 
at an overlooked issues in American society. It 
provided food for thought. The obituary for your 
father-on-law was moving. I am sorry that your 
family lost such a wonderful man. I bet you have 
a loyal following. 
3. Meridian Tribune - Thankless Coaching/Old 
West
4. The Canadian Record - On the Cusp

Division 9
1. Quanah Tribune-Chief: Well written, inter-
esting and hilarious. Having accompanying pho-
tos was a nice touch and certainly brought the 
reader into the column. Well done. Koch column 
was informative, well researched and interesting. 
Easy to tell writer is a natural story teller.
2. Gladewater Mirror - The Almond Joy Theory/
Time to CSI this political mystery: Turtlelink was 
a hilarious take on a much too common problem. 
I’m sure many readers have been in the writer’s 
shoes. Nice job of explaining the papers Letter To 
The Editor Policy by outing a bogus letter. Hope 
they found the culprit.
3. Springtown Epigraph - Please: Take time to 
look twice for motorcycles/About the big comma de-
bate: Motorcycles: Nice heartfelt column. Brings 
comma debate out front. Well written with pros 
and cons. Nice explanation of the origin of the 
Oxford Comma. Both columns had a natural flow.
4. Ozona Stockman - A roller coaster journey/
Ice bucket challenge: Writer brings attention to 
national ALS Challenge, while at the same time 
opening the reader’s eyes to the statistics of ALS. 
Interesting read.

Division 10
1. Hill Country News Weekender - The news 
is often frustrating, depressing/An Abundance of 
Caution
2. The Olney Enterprise - Mindi’s Message
3. Bullard Banner News - Time catches up with 
us all/Remembering our nation’s heroes
4. Clarendon Enterprise - School Days Ahead.../
Farewell to Kitty...

Prose & Cons
By CAROL ANN WHITMIRE, EDITOR

Locusts, snakes, frogs...what’s next?
If someone called the office to report a sighting of Moses wandering around in the wil-

derness of Hardeman County, it would no longer come as a surprise to me.
I mean, think about it. We have an abundance of grasshoppers, which some say are akin 

to the locusts that plagued the Egyptians and Israelites, as told in Exodus.
And, goodness me, I’ve heard some chilling tales about all the snakes crawling about in 

the tall weeds and in vacant houses and yards in Quanah.
Then, just when you think flies, lice, boils, hail, and waters turned to blood may come 

next, we get herds of baby frogs!
I describe them as “herds” because when we water the garden at my house, the baby 

frogs gather in small herds trying to outrun the water hose. (You’d think they would like 
it, but they seem not to.)

Earlier this summer, the frogs showed up both at my house and at the newspaper office.
I thought they had disappeared at the office, but Thursday morning when we had the 

unseasonably cool and wet weather, at least a half dozen froggies were waiting on the 
sidewalk when I opened up.

But, a short time later, LaCresha Jackson came running into my office to report that a 
young boy had come along, gleefully scooped up all our frogs, and taken off with them! A 
frog-napping!

Suddenly, I felt very sad. I certainly didn’t want to adopt the frogs and give them names, 
but I felt a loss nonetheless. Searching behind the flowerpots and newspaper rack, I dis-
covered one lone froggie that had been missed.

Golly, I bet he misses all his buddies, I thought.
But it wasn’t long before the frog-napper, Dylan Holder, came back with bucket in hand 

to finish the job. I wanted to be mad at him, but I couldn’t. Not when I experienced the en-
thusiasm he had for his frog collecting. He was bubbling over with details of catching the 
frogs in the basement window wells at the courthouse. I had not known the frog invasion 
was quite so widespread. (Later, LaCresha’s dad, Larry, told me he had to be careful when 
pulling into the driveway at the Quanah Housing Authority so he wouldn’t run over any 
frogs. So they’ve pretty much been all over town.)

Asked what he was going to do with all those frogs, Dylan said he had a friend who loves 
frogs and likes to raise them. I have to admit I wondered if this friend also loved to go fish-
ing with his frog pals, but I didn’t ask.

Anyway, Dylan had all sizes of frogs, from little ones that barely covered a fingertip, all 
the way up to “Big Daddy.” Well, he was “Big Daddy” until Dylan turned him over, looked 
closely, and then changed the frog’s name to “Big Momma.”

After I got Dylan to pose for a few pictures with his frogs, he dashed off to find more. He 
returned late in the afternoon to show us a couple of new finds: a salamander and what 
Dylan called a “tip-nosed” frog. Of course, I first heard that as “techno” frog, so Dylan re-
ally had to straighten me out. He started to bring the bucket into the newspaper office, but 
we hurriedly went out on the sidewalk instead. I could just picture a turned over bucket 
of frogs and salamanders in the office.

Not that we didn’t have an episode or two with runaway frogs. With people coming in 
and out all day to get that week’s edition of the paper, a baby frog once got loose at the 
front counter. I searched around for something to scoop him up to put him back outdoors, 
but couldn’t find anything suitable. So, I backed my ears and scooped him up in my hands 
and started towards the door.

Ha! That frog leaped out and down to the ground before I made one step. So, I chased 
and scooped him up again and this time I cupped my hands both under and over him. He 
danced a fair jig before I got him out the door and planted back on the sidewalk. My hands 
could still feel him the rest of the day, no matter how many times I washed them.

Unfortunately, with all the ins-and-outs through the front door, we eventually discov-
ered a squished frog in the doorframe. But I don’t think it was the frog I had put back 
outside.

We’ve probably had some unfortunate incidents with frogs at home, too. It’s hard to 
mow the yard or operate a string trimmer without some close calls.

With the warmer (hotter!) weather and with puddles of water drying up, the frogs seem 
to have taken to cover and disappeared. (Those that Dylan didn’t get!) Maybe they’ve dug 
down into the moist earth and gone into hibernation until the next big rain.

Or until some Moses/Dylan comes along to stir them up again!

DIVISION 9, 1ST PLACE
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 E ditorials

Division 2
The entries are impressive. It is good to know that 
the First Amendment is alive and well in Texas. My 
congratulations for all the entrants. Good work.
1. Nacogdoches Daily Sentinel - Govt Participa-
tion and Low Scores
2. Victoria Advocate
3. Lubbock Avalanche-Journal 
4. Kerrville Daily Times: These go to the heart of 
the relationship between the citizens and the gov-
ernments that are supposed to be their servants. 
Clear, logical and forcefully written. A good public 
service.

Division 3
My decisions came down to picking pieces that did 
more than look at the surface of a difficult topic. 
The stories delved into the topics, backing up opin-
ion with facts from good sources. 
1. Seguin Gazette - Embarrassment can’t be a 
shield/Steelworker’s death touches us all: First 
entry: I think you did a good job drawing me in 
with a quick, interesting lede. I love that you use 
the AG opinion to back up what you are saying. Sec-
ond entry: The detailed picture you painted takes 
your metaphor of steel being Americas spine to a 
new, better level. What a well written tribute to a 
death I’m sure was difficult for your community.
2. Waxahachie Daily Light - Moratorium needed 
on sludge/TRA decision step in right direction: The 
first entry was very factual, and clearly laid out 
what was being done, why, and the case of people 
being impacted by dumping sludge onto fields. It 
clearly denotes a problem and suggests a solution, 
the moratorium. The second entry nicely sums up 
the action taken, but my favorite part is that it not 
completely solved, and that action is needed on the 
state level, and then it suggests an action there.
3. Marshall News Messenger: I thought the piece 
about the bond issue was pretty informative, I 
would have just put the part about the importance 
of coming days a bit higher up, then explained what 
has happened so far. I really liked the editorial on 

election issues. I think you did a good job of clearly 
laying out the infractions and explaining why they 
are unacceptable. Great job!
4. Daily Tribune, Mount Pleasant - Gary Bor-
ders: I just really thought this piece was really fun 
and an interesting look at issues that can be im-
pacted by the Internet and TV, such as excessive 
anger. I thought it was clever.

Division 4
The first- and second-place entries, in particular, 
do a good job of informing readers on complex top-
ics and commanding strong arguments based on 
the facts.
1. Williamson County Sun/Sunday Sun - A just 
punishment/Back to core mission: The writers stake 
out clear positions on hot-button issues and make 
their points well.
2. Uvalde Leader-News - Enough street jawing/
Costly death penalty: These editorials are persua-
sive and cover issues that everyone no doubt was 
talking about.
3. Hood County News - He’s just a kid, Deja vu: 
These editorials feature a clear, strong voice on 
local topics.
4. The Fayette County Record - “Fair Another 
Success” and “Government Regulations”: Writer 
provides her own spin on topics.

Division 5
1. The Bowie News - Editorials by Barbara Green
2. The Mexia News - Time for some bonding/
Wrong then, wrong now
3. Gonzales Inquirer - Race issues won’t go away 
with smokescreen
4. Kilgore News Herald

Division 6
The best of this category gave compelling argu-
ments to local issues, even taking national perspec-
tives and bringing them to the community level, 
thereby crafting a compelling argument.
1. Azle News - Doing the right thing for everyone/

Earthquakes: Facts versus fervor: The strong emo-
tional writing style, along with strong structure 
and constructive argument style, made these sub-
missions model editorials.
2. Fredericksburg Standard-Radio Post
3. Katy Times - Vote for KISD bond/Kolkhorst most 
qualified candidate on ballot...
4. Jewish Herald-Voice - Global anti-Semitism 
poses personal threat/IS is radical Iran in the mak-
ing

Division 7
1. Hays Free Press - An inch can mean a lot/Let’s 
get tough on those too tough on crime
2. The Big Bend Sentinel - Marfas parking, traf-
fic issues/Somber times for Fort Davis students and 
their families
3. Bandera Bulletin - What dreams shall come/
What would Jesus do?
4. Freestone County Times 

Division 8
1. Albany News - Walmart construction and 
community involvement: The editorials were on a 
subject of local significance and they were well-
reasoned.
2. The Canadian Record: Calling to task govern-
mental bodies is an important part of an editorial. 
These two submissions do a good job of making 
points on two seemingly hot issues.
3. Elgin Courier - The curious case of (not against) 
Rick Perry/Making enemies of our fellow country-
men: Generally, I like editorials to be local but these 
were well written and deserve to be recognized.
4. The Ellis County Press - Brain & body/Ab-
staining: Well written and to the point.

Division 9
1. Ozona Stockman - Vote for School Bond/Change 
is needed: Both editorials submitted did a good job 
of presenting facts and figures to support a call for 
action. 
2. The Liberty Hill Independent - A message to 

the class of 2014/Liberty Hill, your future is calling
3. Westlake Picayune - Best to wait for November 
for bond/West Lake Hills tackles tree problem
4. Gladewater Mirror - Courtesy trumps politics 
.../Vote YES for our childrens’ future

Division 10
Strong local voices that advocate for their readers’ 
interests. All of the editorials left me with an un-
derstanding of what issues are important to each 
newspaper’s readers. These communities all have 
excellent advocates and watchdogs keeping those 
in power honest. 
1. Eldorado Success - In the Interest of Justice/
Immigration Done Correctly: The passion comes 
clear off the page in tone and conciseness of both 
editorials. One is a piece-by-piece takedown of the 
criminal justice system, the other uses an effective 
personal story to make a larger point about immi-
gration. You may not agree with the opinions, but 
you have no doubt where he stands and why.
2. Clarendon Enterprise - ---effect of crosses, signs/
Boards should keep processes open: I’m a sucker for 
anyone championing open meetings and public in-
formation, and this is a classic example that clearly 
highlights the absurdity. The other editorial is a 
smart look at the intersection of freedom of speech, 
freedom of religion and the bottom line.
3. Big Lake Wildcat - No comparison between YFZ 
Ranch seizure and Bundy/BLM standoff/Adult su-
pervision in short supply... on the border and in the 
White House: “No comparison” gives the significant 
contrasts between the two cases in very clear lan-
guage. The immigration editorial criticizes Presi-
dent Obama without being petty or juvenile while 
also offering another way. Both nicely written.
4. Muleshoe Journal - Are Changes Ahead For 
MAHD?/The Party No One Knew About: These 
struck me not so much as editorials but good analy-
sis and the bigger picture of recent news in Mule-
shoe. Both pieces help the reader understand What 
It Means and What Is Next.

In the Interest of Justice 
BY RANDY MANKIN

I was more than a little frustrated last week upon learn-
ing that charges filed in County Court against Dr. Lloyd 
Barlow had been dropped. The fact that they were dismissed 
more than two months earlier was even more frustrating, 
especially since I had regularly inquired about the status of 
the case and was always told that it was pending.

Dr. Lloyd Barlow is a physician who was practicing medi-
cine and delivering babies at the YFZ Ranch during the time 
that FLDS prophet Warren Jeffs and several of his male fol-
lowers were sexually abusing underage girls.

DNA evidence collected from Jeffs and eight of his male 
followers was used to directly connect them with children 
born to several of the YFZ girls.

Dr. Barlow can offer none of the excuses that the courts 
have heard from other FLDS defendants — the tired and 
thread worn arguments about his strict fundamentalist up-
bringing and a lack of formal education. No, the doctor was 
highly educated and had been groomed since childhood to 
go out into the world and get a top-notch education so that 
he could return and practice medicine among his people.

As part of his education, Dr. Barlow was required to study 
medical ethics and medical jurisprudence as he learned 
about a physician’s moral and legal responsibilities.

Because of this, the doctor knew full well that he was re-
quired to report any indecency with or sexual abuse of the 
girls in his care. His diploma from the University of Utah 
School of Medicine required it. His medical licence from 
the State of Utah required it. His Texas medical license re-

quired it. The rules of common sense and common decency 
required it.

Still, the doctor chose to look the other way and do nothing.
One of the girls Dr. Barlow cared for was the child bride 

of Leroy Jessop. It was DNA collected from her baby that 
served as the linchpin in the case that sent him to prison 
for 75 years.

Her case was one of the three in which Schleicher County 
grand jurors chose to indict Dr. Barlow in 2008.

Let us not forget that those early grand juries and trial 
juries were under heavy security because of threats, real 
or perceived, against anyone who challenged the authority 
of Warren Jeffs.

I have some understanding of this. You see, Kathy and I 
received death threats when we first started reporting the 
FLDS/YFZ Ranch story in 2004.

So, to casually dismiss the judgement of those grand ju-
rors who believed that Dr. Barlow should stand trial, is an 
absolute insult to them.

 I realize that the allegations brought against Dr. Barlow 
were not felony charges. They were Class B misdemeanors. 
But each of them carried the potential for six months in jail.

Dr. Barlow was released from the Schleicher County Jail 
on July 29, 2008, almost immediately after being booked in. 
His $15,000 bond was posted by Jenkins Action Bail Bond of 
San Angelo.

The bond was amended in November of that year by then-
County Judge Johnny Griffin. The change allowed Dr. Bar-
low to travel out of state on the promise that he would 
return and stand trial. It was the last time that anyone at 
the courthouse ever saw him.

I have many questions about all of this. Chief among them 
is why County Attorney Clint Griffin and County Judge 
Charlie Bradley didn’t simply order the bail bondsman to 

produce his client or forfeit the bond?
And, why was it exactly that a warrant was never issued 

for Dr. Barlow?
I heard Clint Griffin’s explanation that he didn’t know 

where to find Dr. Barlow. But, if a warrant is issued, it stays 
in the system until a subject is apprehended, or until he 
slips up and gets stopped for speeding, or jaywalking.

As for the difficulty in finding the doctor, it took my wife 
Kathy about ten minutes on the Internet last week to de-
termine that Dr. Lloyd Barlow currently holds an Arizona 
medical license.

I also heard Judge Bradley explain that he didn’t realize 
that the charges he dropped were for failure to report abuse. 
What is the bigger concern here, that the judge didn’t know 
what he was doing, or that he knew and didn’t care?

After all, the document that he signed stated that the ac-
tion to dismiss the charges was taken “In the interest of 
Justice.”

Every person employed at our school from superinten-
dent to bus driver is bound by law to report suspected child 
abuse. So are those who work at the hospital, clinic and 
nursing home, including the doctors. The same holds true 
for every person in any position of authority.

Why then was Dr. Barlow given a pass?
I know there are those hereabout who want the whole 

FLDS/YFZ Ranch story to go away. So do I.
But, you should understand that there are also some 

among us who never wanted the story told in the first place.
And, they certainly didn’t want to see any of it end up in 

the courthouse.
I have just one more question. If and when the time comes 

that you must seek justice for your child or grandchild, to 
whom will you turn?

DIVISION 10, 1ST PLACE
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Sunny 

with little 

chance of 

rain» B10

The Daily News asked area students 

whether they thought they were being 

judged by the content of their char-

acter or by the color of their skin. Their 

responses are in Monday’s edition.

Today’s weather IndexVol. 171, No. 284

Health care groups 
worry about an end 
of the antibiotic age
By MICHAEL A. SMITH
The Daily News

Physician William Osler is fa-
mously quoted as saying: “Hu-
manity has but three great en-
emies: fever, famine and war; of 
these by far the greatest, by far 
the most terrible, is fever.”

Osler, who was among the 
founders of Johns Hopkins 
Hospital, apparently was an in-

corrigible wit 
and prankster. 
But in this 
case, he wasn’t 
kidding.

In the 
mid- and late 
19th century, 
when Osler 
was practic-
ing, infectious 

diseases were the main human 
killers everywhere. 

Even as late as 1900, the lead-
ing causes of death in the Unit-
ed States were inluenza and 
pneumonia, tuberculosis and 
gastrointestinal infections, ac-
cording to the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion. 

Osler’s strong, emphatic 
words must have been inspired 
by the helplessness he and other 
physicians felt seeing otherwise 
healthy people felled by micro-
scopic foes, against which few 
weapons existed.

Many aspects of social prog-
ress, including vaccines and 
improved hygiene, helped to 

Fear of fever
THREAT LEVELS

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have placed 18 microorgan-
isms in three threat levels:

 » Urgent, which “require urgent and aggressive action.” Three are on this list.
 » Serious, which “require prompt and sustained action to ensure the problem 

does not grow.” Twelve are on this list, including salmonella and tuberculous.
 » Concerning, which require “careful monitoring and prevention.” Three are on 

this list, including one that can cause strep throat, flesh-eating disease, scarlet fever 
and rheumatic fever.

URGENT: NEISSERIA GONORRHOEAE

820,000
infections per year

246,000
of those infections 
are drug resistant

Causes gonorrhea, a  
sexually transmitted 

disease that is the second-
most reported infection in 

the United States.

URGENT: CRE

Carbapenem-resistant 
Enterobacteriaceae (CRE) 

are found commonly 
among medical center pa-
tients. CRE have become 

resistant to all or nearly all 
antibiotics.

9,000
infections per year

600
deaths per year

IN THE EMERGENCY ROOM

Inside
 » How antibiotic resistance 

occurs  A6
 » How resistance spreads  A6
 » Antibiotic resistant 

threats  A6
 » Clostridium difficile is a 

unique bacterial infection 
that, although not resistant 
to the drug used for treat-
ment, is naturally resistant 
to many drugs used to treat 
other infections  A7

1 in 5
antibiotics are  
responsible for  

20 percent of emer-

gency department 
visits for adverse 
drug reactions.

William Osler

See antibiotics | A6 SERIOUS: STAPHYLOCOCCUS AUREUS

80,461
infections per year

11,285
deaths per year

Methicillin-resistant causes 
a range of illnesses from 

skin and wound infections 
to pneumonia and blood-

stream infections.

SOURCE INFORMATION AND PHOTOS: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

LIFESTYLE: Blend
       with energy

By ALEX MACON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

County residents commemorated the 
birthday of Martin Luther King Jr. on 
Saturday with a display of celebration
and unity.

he King-Fest 
C o m mu n i t y 
Unity Parade 
down 29th Street 
paid tribute to 
the civil rights 
leader whose 
nonviolent ac-
tivism and op-
position to racial 
discrimination continues to inspire mil-
lions.

Some families could walk out their 
front doors to see the parade, and oth-
ers from throughout the county came to
join in the festivities. 

A tiny, remote-controlled ire truck 
cruised alongside service vehicles as resi-
dents lined the streets, waving and play-

Unity parade 
marks MLK 
life, legacy

KEVIN M. COX/The Daily News

Jahnee Lee throws candy to the crowd 
during the King-Fest Community Unity 
Parade in Galveston on Saturday morning.

Inside
 » MLK events 

 A9
 » Guest column: 

‘A day on, not a 
day off’   B8

See MLK | A9

By ALEX MACON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

It takes a special kind of person to 
put on a costume and plunge into the 
Gulf of Mexico in January.

About 300 of these brave souls —
Spider Man swam ahead of Charlie 
Brown and the rest of the Peanuts — 
waded through the chilly waters off 
Stewart Beach on Saturday.

Taking the polar 
plunge: ‘Freezing 
for a reason’

See polar | A5

In aikido, an  

attacker’s violence 

is his undoing  » C1 SPORTS:  Coach keeps his promise » B1

the little things
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Bible Verse
In my Father's house are

many mansions: If it were
not so, I would have told
you. I go to prepare a place
for you.

— John 14:2

This Issuewww.athensreview.com
Breaking News, Sports,
Classifieds and More.

If you live in Athens, this issue of the
Review was likely found in your mailbox
today as part of our mass distribution.
Enjoy this special issue that includes a
second section with sports and more. H 59 L 50
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By Rich Flowers
NEWS EDITOR

Wayne Stafford likes to take the time to notice
the little things - very little things.

Stafford, retired from years on the job at New
Era electric is now in his 80s, but that hasn’t
slowed down his curiosity. You might say he’s
wild about wild flowers and of  late is enchanted
by butterflies. 

With his camera he’s located and pho-
tographed some colorful species you might run
across if  you spent a little time in your back yard
or a nearby vegetable garden.

Stafford won a Texas Master Gardener
Association 2011 first place award for his graph-

ics presentation
“Wildflowers of  the Post
Oak Savannah.” More
than 200 flowers, pho-
tographed in Henderson
and Anderson County are
included in the presenta-
tion. The photographing
and cataloguing of  the
flowers  over a period of
about three years.

“I’ve always been interested in photography,”
Stafford said. “I recently got more interested in it

Commissioners study roads
By Rich Flowers

NEWS EDITOR

Each Henderson County
Commissioner has completed a
report on the roads in his
precinct, stating the condition
of  the roadway.

Precinct 4 Commissioner

Ken Geeslin said completion of
a road report is a requirement
for the county to designate a
County Energy Transportation
Reinvestment Zone, and apply
for grant funds available to help
repair roads damaged by oil
and gas activity. 

The county qualifies for
$286,000 of  the $225 million allo-
cated by the Texas Legislature
for the purpose. This is the first
time that Henderson County
has submitted an analyzed road
report.

“Along with the road report,

the county is submitting re-
ports that delineates those that
have had deterioration during
fiscal year 2013  caused by oil ex-
ploration,” Geeslin said.

The court is paying special
attention to sections of
Precinct 1 and Precinct 4, where

considerable oil and gas-indus-
try activity has taken place. 

Precinct 1 Commissioner
Scotty Thomas said checking
each road was quite an under-
taking, but educational for him

See ROADS, Page 8A

Athens’ Wayne Stafford explores a
smaller world through his camera
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GBC Mayor announces 
county’s approval of ETJ 

Trespassing
Man seen on old hospital roof

By Kathi Nailling
STAFF WRITER

During the Gun Barrel City
Council's regular  meeting on
Tuesday evening, Gun Barrel
City Mayor Paul Eaton told the
council the Henderson County
Commissioners approved the
Extraterritorial Jurisdiction
(ETJ) Agreement with Gun
Barrel City. 

The agreement came after a
2-month discussion with
Henderson County Judge
Richard Sanders. 

Eaton had said, “It should be

up to the city to decide what
goes in a residential neighbor-
hood that is not considered res-
idential. If  they are in the city’s
ETJ, it should be submitted to
the city for approval.”

According to City Manager
Gerry Boren, the agreement is
only for platting property with-
in the city's ETJ. He said they
want to make sure when some-
one is building within the city's
ETJ they have proper roads
and emergency entrances. 

City council members adopt-
ed an ordinance calling the

May 10, 2014 general election to
elect a mayor and two council
members. Councilpersons rep-
resenting  Precinct 1 (East) and
Precinct 4 (West) will be elected
during the May election.  The
council and the mayor seats are
2-year terms. 

Eaton and Councilman
Dennis Baade (Pct 4) have indi-
cated their bid for re-election.
Melvin Hayes (Pct  1), who has
served six years on the council,
is not eligible for re-election.

See GBC, Page 9A

By Chad Wilson
EDITOR

Looking for a bargain?
Have a little money left from

Christmas that is burning a
hole in your pocket?

The Cain Center has the an-
swer.

Okay, maybe it is not about
you. Maybe it is about helping
someone in need of  a nice,
warm coat for these blistery
winter days.

The Cain Center is to the res-
cue again.

This Saturday, the Cain
Center will host a Garage and
Coat Sale from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
There is plenty of  free parking,
while admission is also free.

“The community has come
to love this event,” organizer
Bethany Airhart said. “Our
Garage and Coat sale is a won-
derful service to the communi-
ty. A 5-person family can get
high-quality coats for under $50
for the entire family. And un-
like flea markets, you don’t
have to weather the cold to save
money. We have over 1,000 coats
to sell for either $5 or $10 each.
Many of  these coats are high-
end, name-brand coats, includ-
ing North Face, Ralph Lauren,
Polo, Fubu, Spyder, Levi, Osh

See SALE, Page 9A

By Rich Flowers
NEWS EDITOR

On March 4, Henderson
County voters will be asked to
decide on elections involving
more than two dozen candi-
dates at the county level or be-
low, and also give their opinion
on several issues.

The first step toward making
a difference in the upcoming
2014 Primary Election is to be
sure you’re registered to vote. 

County Election Administrator
Denise Hernandez reminds that
Monday, Feb. 3 is the final day to
register. Once you’re signed up,
you’ll also need an ID to present at
the polls. 

According to Hernandez, if
the address on your voter cer-
tificate is your current address,
and the name on the certificate
matches, or is substantially
similar to the name on the ID
you will be allowed to vote.
Current law requires that you
be  registered in the county you
call home, and have a picture ID
to vote. Contact the Voter
Registration office at 940-626-
4453 or 940-627-3656, if  you have

See NOW, Page 2A

By Rich Flowers
NEWS EDITOR

The old Henderson County
Hospital on Lindsey Drive has long
been a target for intruders who
come to vandalize the building or
pull wiring from the walls.

Now that plans are in the works
to renew the building and put it to
use, the new owners are intent on
keeping trespassers out. Athens
Police Chief  Buddy Hill said a tres-
passer was arrested there on
Saturday, and more could come if
the unwelcome visitors don’t get

the message.
“We received a call on Saturday

about a man on the roof  of  the hos-
pital,” Hill said. “Officers respond-
ed, and they found a man on the
roof  and ordered him down.”

Officer Michael Reynolds arrest-
ed 50-year-old James Keith Stacks
for criminal trespass. He was
booked into the Henderson County
Jail, and remained in custody on
Thursday, with bond set at $3,000.

Hill said the old hospital is  

See TRESPASSING, Page 3A
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B y  N A T A L I E  T O W N S E N D

Rich and Linda Terry of  George-
town imagined their week-long va-
cation in Cabo San Lucas, Mexico, 
would be much like the two they had 
taken before — time spent sitting 
around, reading books, swimming 
and playing golf  on the picturesque 
coastline of  Baja California Sur. 
They arrived at their hotel Septem-
ber 12 with those goals in mind.

“We did some traveling down-
town,” Mr. Terry said. “No one was 
panicked; there were no emergency 
vehicles.”

The first 36 hours of  the vacation 
went as planned. That changed as 
Hurricane Odile neared September 
14.

That morning, the Terrys ate 
breakfast at another hotel near the 
beach. They heard that the hotel 
was evacuating residents but were 
comforted knowing that their own 
hotel was 80 feet above sea level. 

“I didn’t begin to get worried un-
til about 2 o’clock that afternoon,” 
Mr. Terry said. “The surf  looked 
unbelievable. Ten hours before the 
hurricane made landfall, the waves 
were 20 to 25 feet above the beach.”

Hurricane Odile, the strongest 
tropical cyclone to hit Mexico’s Baja 
California peninsula in modern 
times, killed at least five people and 
wreaked havoc on infrastructure 
across the region.

Hurricane arrives
The Terrys watched the growing 

storm from their hotel room. The 
only information they received 
from the hotel staff  was a note — 
“Don’t go outside. Don’t open the 
door. If  you lose power, call the front 
desk,” Mr. Terry recalled, laughing. 
“It was kind of  funny. How can you 
call the front desk without power?”

The weather worsened quickly. 
Electricity was intermittent 

about six hours before the hurricane 
made landfall. During a 45-minute 
stretch of  consistent power, the re-
tired couple made a meal of  tomato 
soup and grilled cheese (“comfort 
food,” Mr. Terry said).

They went to bed at 10 p.m., but 

Linda was unable to sleep with the 
banging of  the windows and glass 
door, which increased as the winds 
sped up, eventually reaching 125 
miles per hour.

“[Linda] said at one point she had 
her hands on her face praying, and I 
was snoring in my sleep,” Mr. Terry 
said.

At 11 p.m., the couple decided to 
take shelter in the bathroom, a time-
ly action Mr. Terry believes was di-
vine intervention.

“We hadn’t been there five min-
utes before debris crashed through 
the windows,” he said. “There was 

Hurricane disrupts idyllic vacationState senator proposes 
nursing home rules

Continued on 5A

City considers 
gating off  

Majestic Oak

Cost grows 
in constable 
hiring case

Almost feels like fall
Patrick Tate helps Javier Pineda, 9, fish Wednesday evening on the San Gabriel River. They were 
part of a group of men and boys from Crestview Baptist Church. Below, 10-year-old Victor Trujillo 
shows off his catch. Cooler weather descended on Georgetown this week, with daytime tempera-
tures in the 80s and lows in the 60s.

Photos by Andy Sharp

Matthew Brake

Natalie Townsend

Rich and Linda Terry were vacationing in Cabo San Lucas, Mexico, when 
Hurricane Odile hit the resort town September 14.

B y  M A T T  L O E S C H M A N

Motorists using Majestic Oak Lane as a 
shortcut between Sun City and Williams Drive 
may soon be halted by a gate allowing emer-
gency access only.

Since the barrier would be located on a pub-
lic street, city and county attorneys are work-
ing to determine the legality of  placing the 
gate near Apache Mountain Lane.

“I have engaged our attorneys to look and 
see what we can do,” said Precinct 3 Com-
missioner Valerie Covey, who was joined by 
a vocal group of  Woodland Park residents at 
Georgetown City Council chambers Tuesday. 
“It is easy to say ‘put up a gate,’ but we have to 
make sure it is legal since that is a public road 
— if  there is a way to do it legally and safely, 
we can do that.”

The gate proposal was made in response to 
complaints from residents of  Woodland Park, 
an unincorporated neighborhood northwest 
of  Georgetown. They say that since Majestic 
Oak Lane was connected to the Sun City active 
adult community via Apache Mountain Lane 
in April, traffic has increased to a dangerous 
level.

It was unclear how much the gate would 
cost, how it would be paid for or just how soon 
it could be in place.

Too many, too fast
Large numbers of  vehicles, including heavy 

construction equipment, use Majestic Oak 
Lane to cut in and out of  Sun City and link up 
with Williams Drive, according to estimates 
from residents and the city. 

Majestic Oak Lane belongs to the county 
and the connection was opened to provide 
better emergency access and a fifth outlet to 
Sun City. 

It is 24 feet wide, including a 1.5-foot shoul-
der on each side, and has no sidewalks or 
street lights. Many joggers, dog walkers and 
children use the road, which has a 25 mile per 
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County has paid more 
than $90K for defense

B y  J O Y C E  M A Y

A month after state Senator 
Charles Schwertner proposed a 
three-strike law aimed at shuttering 
residential care homes with repeat-
ed health and safety violations, Tex-
as has again been named the worst 
state in the nation in terms of  quali-
ty of  care at such facilities.

An orthopedic surgeon from 
Georgetown, the District 5 Repub-
lican senator is chairman of  the 
Senate Health and Human Services 
Committee. 

In August, he proposed a plan 
that would require the Texas De-
partment of  Aging and Disability 
Services to revoke the license of  
any facility that endangers patients 
on three separate occasions within a 
two-year period.

He proposed the measure as part 
of  a larger Sunset Advisory Com-
mission bill regarding the aging de-
partment, one of  several state agen-
cies up for mandated review in 2015.

The Sunset Commission, which 
is comprised of  five senators, five 

House representatives and two 
members of  the public, unanimous-
ly approved the proposal.

Lawmakers are expected to take 
up the measure when the 84th Legis-
lative Session convenes in January.

A similar three-strikes measure 
passed the Legislature in 2001, re-
quiring the aging department to ter-
minate a nursing facility’s contract 
for repeated violations over a two-
year period. 

However, after Texas lawmakers 
passed the legislation, the federal 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services directed the state agency 
not to enforce the statute, said Tom 
Holloway, Senator Schwertner’s 
chief  of  staff.

“Instead, CMS said facilities must 
be given an opportunity to correct. 
A provider agreement is essentially 
a federal certification for Medicare 
and Medicaid, which is why the fed-
eral government could trump the 
state here,” Mr. Holloway said.

Since nursing homes’ operational 
permits fall within the purview of  

B y  J O Y C E  M A Y 

The county has spent more than 
$90,000 in legal fees fighting a lawsuit 
alleging that commissioners violated 
the constitutional rights of  consta-
ble applicants by asking about their 
views on religion, gay marriage and 
abortion.

In June 2013, the Texas Civil 
Rights Project, an Austin non-profit 
law firm, sued the commissioners on 
behalf  of  Robert Lloyd, one of  five fi-
nalists interviewed for the Precinct 3 
constable position left vacant by the 
resignation of  Bobby Gutierrez in 
March 2013.

Candidates Fred Churchhill and 
Robert Goodrich joined the com-
plaint this past March. 

This week, attorneys on both sides 
filed motions in efforts to prevent the 
case from going to trial. The county 
is looking to have the case dismissed 
while the plaintiffs are asking U.S. 
Magistrate Judge Mark Lane to rule 
in their favor. 

At Tuesday’s commissioners 
court meeting, four people, including 
former Georgetown mayor MaryEl-
len Kersch, urged commissioners to 
settle the lawsuit and stop “frittering 
away” taxpayer dollars.

“It is time for this court to settle 
this lawsuit and focus on acting as 
the servant of  Williamson [County] 
citizens instead of  their masters,” 
Ms. Kersch said. 

At the end of  July, the county had 
paid $89,513.70 in legal costs, First 
Assistant County Auditor Julie Ki-
ley said.

The August invoice has been re-
ceived, but an error on it is being 
resolved, so it has not yet been paid, 
she said. The September invoice is 
not expected to arrive on the audi-
tor’s desk until the first full week in 
October.

In July 2013, commissioners hired 
Houston law firm Bracewell & Guil-
iani, the firm of  former New York 
Mayor Rudy Guiliani, and agreed to 
pay attorney Jay Aldis $350 an hour, 
an associate $275 an hour and a para-
legal $175 an hour.

Mr. Aldis did not respond to re-
quests for comment for this story.

Judge Gattis told the press in open 
court Tuesday that he and commis-
sioners could not comment on the 
case. 

Continued on 5A
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Inside:
 Graham’s All Ameri-

can Girl talks about the 
pageant.
See Lifestyles, page 7A. 

 Lady Blues Volley-
ball makes the playoffs 
for the first time since 
2011. See Sports, page 
1B.

 Graham Cross Coun-
try sends two to region-
als. See Sports, page 
1B.

 Shields’ parents 
give thanks, continue 
search. See page 2A.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Sun

10/26

91/62
Abundant
sunshine.
Highs in the
low 90s and
lows in the
low 60s.

Mon
10/27

88/61
Plenty of sun.
Highs in the
upper 80s
and lows in
the low 60s.

Tue
10/28

79/56
Mix of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
upper 70s
and lows in
the mid 50s.

Wed
10/29

80/58
Sunny. Highs
in the low
80s and lows
in the upper
50s.

Thu
10/30

82/54
Mainly
sunny. Highs
in the low
80s and lows
in the mid
50s.

Local Forecast

©2009 American Profi le Hometown Content Service

Weather Stats
    High   Low  Rain

Friday, 10/17 84 56 0

Saturday, 10/18 79 55 0

Sunday, 10/19 77 58 0

Monday, 10/20 83 57 0

Tuesday, 10/21       83 54 0

Wednesday, 10/22 74 54 0

Thursday, 10/23 83 63 0

Rain: Oct. 0.93 • 2014 12.50
Lake Graham at capacity: 1,075.00

Current level: 1,060.84
Temperatures and rainfall provided 

by the National Weather Service.
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BY BRIAN RASH

editor@grahamleader.com

It’s official. The petition to initiate 
an election to dissolve the Graham 
Regional Medical Center taxing 
district has been determined to 
have an insufficient amount of 
signatures by the Young County 
Elections Office, and therefore will 
not proceed through the next steps 

of the legal process.
The GRMC board voted unani-

mously against calling an election 
Thursday, Oct. 23. 

“Because the petition does not 
contain a number of valid signa-
tures equal to at least 15 percent 
of the registered voters in the 
District, the board finds that it is 
not required to order an election to 
dissolve the District and declines 

to order such an election,” an of-
ficial GRMC resolution stated.

At Thursday afternoon’s GRMC 
board meeting, Elections Admin-
istrator Lauren Sullivan read the 
official numbers of the petition 
that was handed in last Tuesday 
by Young County Citizens for Re-
sponsible Taxation. 

The anti-taxing district group 
needed 1,188 signatures, or 15 

percent of eligible voters within 
the GRMC taxing district accord-
ing to Texas Health and Safety 
Code section 102. YCCRT turned in 
1,289, of which only 509 were valid, 
representing about 43 percent of 
the required amount.

After Sullivan disseminated the 
petition results, GRMC board chair-
man Larry Kovar opened the item 
for questions. 

Only two questions came be-
fore the board, one of them from 
board member Dr. Donald Behr 
who asked if the board could put 
together a rundown on how much 
money the hospital spent dealing 
with the petition, adding such a 
study would be pertinent since 
YCCRT’s primary concern was 

Petition for vote to dissolve hospital district fails

See PETITION FAILS, Page  3A

Coming
home

Thursday night, the community came together around the students of Graham High School for the 2014 homecoming bonfire and parade. 
Black Dutch Sioux and the Rompin’ Stompin Big Blue Band performed, and we got it all. For more, see pages 10A and 5B.(Photo by Casey Holder)

Legion 
building 
demolition
underway

BY CASEY HOLDER

newsdesk@grahamleader.com

Wednesday af-
ternoon, a City of 
Graham worker 
fired up the die-
sel engine of a 
massive hydrau-
lic excavator and 
drove the busi-
ness end of the 
machine into the 
north wall of the 

63-year-old American Legion 

See SALT CREEK PLOT, Page  11A

See DEMOLITION, Page  6A

On the budget:
Here is the list of stories you 
should look for in future edi-
tions of your Graham Leader. 
In our business it’s called 
“the budget,” but you can 
just think of it as what we’re 
working on.  

 More on the City 
of Graham potential 
change to roll-out 
trash bins for all resi-
dents.
 

 The Graham Leader 
takes an extensive 
look at local foster 
care from many van-
tage points.

BY BRIAN RASH

editor@grahamleader.com

The 272-acre plot of land along 
Salt Creek near Highway 67 nor-
mally used for quiet cattle grazing 
and, really, not much else, ignited 
an enthusiastic debate at the 
Young County Arena this week.

A small portion of the land also 
houses the waste water treatment 
plant, and the rest is allocated 
for a police shooting range and 
a communication tower, but this 
Tuesday, Oct. 21, about 70 citizens 
showed up to the Barclay Room 
of the YCA to debate the merit of 
a recent city proposal to design 
and construct an ATV park on the 
premises. 

Fourteen citizens, many living 
adjacent to the proposed park, ad-
dressed city officials and the pub-
lic. While the majority of speakers 
railed against an ATV park citing 
potential noise, increased drug and 
alcohol use and unwanted litter, 
the final vote tally from a makeshift 
voting system on the southern wall 
of the Barclay Room told a different 
story about the overall community 
feeling on the issue. 

City Manager David Casteel ex-
plained at the start of the meeting 
that each attendee was handed 
information that included a strip 
of six circular sticker dots to be 
implemented in an informal voting 
system before adjournment. 

“These are our preference dots, 
and we have all of the different 
options, and you can put the dots 
on your preference if you have 
one,” Casteel said. “You can put 
six dots on one option, one on all 
six, three on one, any combination 
you want.”

Casteel said that combined with 
the informal sticker voting system, 
an ongoing online poll would help 
city leaders assess the hearts and 
minds of the public. 

The six options put forth by the 
city Tuesday night were the ATV 
park, an equestrian park, a hiking 
park, a wildlife preserve, a sell-the-
land option and an option to do 
nothing and leave the land as it is.

Attendee Hester Bender has been 
against the ATV park since it was 
proposed earlier this year, and due 
to the ample size of the Barclay 
Room, Casteel volunteered to 
read her prepared statement after 

several people said they couldn’t 
hear her. 

“My question to our city manager 
is, what is the projected cost of 
running this park?” Casteel read. 
“How many participants at $10 
per trail user would be needed to 
make a profit?”

In response to the profitability of 
the ATV park, Casteel said that he 
believed it would pay for itself and 
ultimately become profitable. He 
also said that an equestrian park 
would probably break even, and 

Salt Creek public land possibilities discussed at meeting 

City Manager David Casteel leads a meeting to assess public opinion 
on city-owned land.                                                      (Photo by Brian Rash)

JENNIFER
CONWAY

Young County gets A+ 
rating 

After a request from Young 
County Auditor Cheryl Roberts, 
Standard & Poor’s Ratings Ser-
vices informed the Young County 
Commissioners Court earlier this 
month that the county recently 
received an A+ rating. “It means 
that if Young County was looking 
at issuing more debt (bonds), 
which we are not at this time, we 
would be in a good position to 
do so,” Roberts said. “The higher 

the rating, the better interest rate 
you get.”

Asleep at the Wheel 
coming to town

World-famous Western Swing band 
Asleep at the Wheel will perfrom   
Monday, Nov. 3, at Graham Memorial 
Auditorium. Doors will open at 6:30 
p.m. and the concert will begin at 7 
p.m. Those who do not have season 
tickets may purchase a ticket for 
$15 after 6:45 p.m. if seats are still 
available.

cyan   magenta   yellow  black

Candidates descend upon Mico for forum  Page 5
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City proposes tax increase
By Rachel Rice
rrice@acnnewspapers.com

The city of Lakeway’s pro-
posed budget cuts down on the
city’s expenditures in order
to keep the city’s ad valorem
from increasing too dramati-
cally, Director of Finance Ju-
lie Oakley said. The budget and
tax rate for Fiscal year 2014-15
are up for council approval on
Sept. 29.

The proposed tax rate the
city is looking at for this fis-

cal year is 17 cents per $100 of
property valuation, a little less
than the current fiscal year’s
rate of 17.48 cents per $100 val-
uation, but higher than the ef-
fective tax rate of 16.57 cents
per $100 valuation. The effec-
tive tax rate, Oakley explained,
is the tax rate that would gener-
ate the same amount of funds
for the city this fiscal year as
the previous year. The effec-
tive tax rate only takes into ac-
count properties that were on
the city’s tax role in the previ-
ous fiscal year.

“If the appraised values went

Homeowners to see up
to $18 raise on average.

LAKEWAY

Property tax continued on A5
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Adopted vs. effective tax rates
This is the first time in five years that city staff is proposing
to adopt a tax right higher than the effective tax rate.

Source: Travis County Tax Assessor CHRISTOPHER SMITH / STAFF

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Adopted rate
Effective rate

Proposed
rate: .17

The effective tax rate is the rate that would generate the city the same
amount of revenue as the previous year, based solely on property that was on
the rolls from the previous year.

.1657

By Rachel Rice
rrice@acnnewspapers.com

The Bee Cave City Council is
considering drafting a resolu-
tion in opposition to a toll road
plan proposed by the city of
Lakeway, intended to be a traf-
fic solution for the heavy con-
gestion on RM 620.

During the Sept. 23 council
meeting, council members said
they felt the toll road, intend-
ed to complete the outer loop
of State Highway 45 around
the Austin area, was an expen-
sive solution that would be ul-
timately harmful to their own
community. Several council
members also expressed a de-
sire to protest the feasibility
study for the project, which the
city of Lakeway is asking the
Capital Area Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization to provide
$3million for it.

“[The Texas Department of
Transportation] has come up
with the funds to study the cur-
rent situation to see what en-
hancements can be done to
620 to at least alter it to get
some immediate relief, which
might include the synchroni-
zation of lights, for example
or adding turn lanes,” Mayor
Caroline Murphy said. “That
study is funded and is going
to get started ... I did express
dismay about this proposal to
(LakewayMayor Dave) DeOme,
which he proposed about two
years ago, and I formerly ob-
jected to him the fact that this

Bee Cave officials are
upset Lakeway did not
consult themon plan.

Lakeway
toll road
proposal
irks city

BEECAVE

Toll road continued on A5

By Ciara O’Rourke
corourke@statesman.com

A Travis County deputy
swept away in a flooded creek
was found dead in Lake Aus-
tin on Sept. 19 after a pains-
taking search that drew more
than 80 first responders to
help, according to authorities.

Travis County Sheriff Greg
Hamilton said he was numb
from losing Senior Deputy Jes-

sica Hollis,
who recent-
ly marked her
seventh year
with the sher-
iff ’s office.

Hamil-
ton said he
had told Hol-
lis’ family on

Sept. 18 that he would bring
her home.

“We wanted to bring her
back alive,” Hamilton said
with tears in his eyes. “She’s
back home, and she’s not out
there by herself.”

As the rain had poured ear-

ly Sept. 18, Hollis was check-
ing a low water crossing in the
3400 block of Fritz Hughes
Park Road just south of Man-
field Dam to see if anyone was
in danger, officials have said.

At 1:52 a.m., she reported
on her radio that her car was
being swept away.

When first responders ar-
rived at 2:06 a.m., they found
the car submerged in water
that soon receded enough to
reveal that she was not in the
vehicle.

Hamilton said he suspected

Deputy continued on A6

Hollis checked a low
water crossing before
shewas swept away.

Deputy’s body found

Travis County sheriff’s deputy Jessica Hollis’ body was found Sept. 19 after she was swept into Lake Austin
when heavy rains flooded parts of Central Texas last week, officials said. Lakeway police officers Ricky Gavit
(left) and Slade Fisher watch the rescue effort. LAURA SKELDING / AMERICAN-STATESMAN

FLOODING

Jessica Hollis

Mutual aid continued on A6

Rescuers depend onmutual aid

By Rachel Rice
rrice@acnnewspapers.com

In Central Texas, everyone
knows that when it rains, it
pours.

And when that rain wreaked
havoc last week, lake area
emergency personnel reacted
quickly, especially when it in-
volved one of their own.

The Lakeway Police Depart-
ment was among the first to
respond when Travis County
Deputy Jessica Hollis was an-
nounced as missing. She was

last heard over the police ra-
dio saying her patrol car was
being swept away at a low-wa-
ter crossing alongside Lake
Austin just below Mansfield
Dam.

Although the disappearance
and drowning of Hollis oc-
curred outside of the Lakeway
PD’s jurisdiction, mutual aid
among law enforcement and
other first responders is com-
mon. Such cooperation plays a
pivotal role, said Lakeway Po-
lice Chief Todd Radford.

“We heard she’d been swept
off the road, and we estab-
lished a perimeter and man-
aged the media and the inflow
of officer support coming to
the scene,” Radford said. “For

a day and a half, we played a
support role. We assisted in
getting ice and coolers and
fans and water — whatever was
needed in a support function
as best we could.”

The Lake Travis Fire De-
partment and the Lakeway
and Bee Cave police depart-
ments are no stranger to fac-
ing the rapid waters of flash
floods and keeping a wary
eye on hazardous, low-wa-
ter crossings. Though danger-
ous water puts extra strain on
first responders while they
try to handle other simultane-
ous calls, Radford said that by
now, his officers can handle

Chief: Lakeway PD did
‘whatever was needed’
in search for deputy.

School continued on A5

By Rachel Rice
rrice@acnnewspapers.com

Next year, the high school
students will spill over into
the former Lake Travis Middle
School campus and take over.

The last 2012 bond con-
struction project approved
the expansion of Lake Tra-
vis High School into the for-
mer middle school campus
(now to be referred to as the
high school annex) and is ex-
pected to reach completion in
the summer of 2015, in time
for the next academic year.
The project will include ren-
ovations of some of the mid-
dle school spaces to better ac-
commodate high school class-
es and extracurriculars, as
well as a corridor connecting
the two campuses, say school
officials.

“Part of what is being con-
structed is an enclosed,
air-conditioned corridor
on the east end of the main
building and the west side of
the Lake Travis Middle School
building,” senior director of
facilities and construction Jim
Ratcliff said. “There will al-
so be two classrooms along
the corridor to make it a more

High school is set to
expand into former
middle school campus.

LTHS
readies
for big
project

LAKETRAVIS
SCHOOLDISTRICT

The hallways of Lake Travis
Middle School will be renovated
in the coming months. RACHEL RICE

/ LAKE TRAVIS VIEW

Murphy Monitor
 Volume 10  Issue 19          Wylie, Texas       •       Thursday, May 29, 2014     •      C&S Media Publications     •     3 Sections, 16 Pages      75 cents

The official newspaper of the city of Murphy © Copyright 2014.  All Rights Reserved. 

How to reach us: 
972-442-5515

 972-442-4318 fax
news@murphymonitor.com

PESH Graduation SEction will PubliSH JunE 5tH

Lake Lavon Levels

Normal – 492

480.59
as of 05/2/14 

Lake Jim Chapman
Normal 440 – Current 432.09

Source: US Army Corps of Engineers

From Staff Reports
news@csmediatexas.com

An arrest was made Wednesday, 
May 21, in connection with the May 16 
fatal car accident that claimed the lives 
of two men. A third occupant, Brandon 
Young, 20, of Wylie was upgraded to 
serious condition at Medical Center 
Plano.

Murphy Police officers arrested Aar-
on N. Hunter, 2900 block of Abby Lane 
in Wylie, on two counts of criminal 
negligent homicide, both state felonies, 
and one count of accident involving 
injury or death, a third-degree felony. 
The arrest was made without incident.

Murphy Municipal Judge Natalie 
Banuelos issued the warrants of ar-
rest and performed the arraignment 
on Hunter at the Murphy Municipal 
Court. The judge also set the bonds for 
the charges. The state felony charges 
carry a bond of $35,000 each, and the 
third-degree felony carries a bond of 
$20,000.

See SURVIVOR page 3A

Wylie 
man 

arrested
Road rage

preceded fatal 
accident

Early voting begins June 9
By Julie Taylor

Staff Writer
news@murphymonitor.com

Get ready for more campaigning 
Murphy residents – Election Day is not 
over yet, at least not for Councilmember 
Place 5 Bernard Grant and his opponent, 

Sarah Fincanon.
After canvassing the votes for the 

May 10 election, the Murphy City 
Council declared a tie for Place 5 Coun-
cilmember Bernard Grant and his oppo-
nent Sarah Fincanon. Both candidates 
received 148 votes after early voting, 
Election Day, and provisional ballots 
were counted, City Secretary Kristi Gil-
bert, said. 

The council declared Mayor Eric 
Barna and Place 3 Councilmember 
Scott Bradley would serve on the coun-
cil for another three-year term as well.

“The importance of waiting until all of 
the ballots are counted, and the results cer-
tified by the Collin County Elections Ad-
ministrator, became very clear,” she said. 
“Without them, the council would not 
have been able to canvass the election.”

Totals are unofficial until the council 
canvasses the votes, she said.

“At the regular meeting on May 20, 
the council declared a tie and authorized 
a run-off,” Gilbert said.

The run-off election is set for June 
21. Early voting will be conducted on 
the following dates and times; June 9 to 
11 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; June 12 from 
8 a.m. to 7 p.m.; June 13 and 14 from 8 

a.m. to 5 p.m.; and June 16 and 17 from 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Polls on June 21 will be 
open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Balloting for the run-off and the early 
voting will be conducted in the Commu-
nity Room of City Hall, 206 N. Murphy 
Rd., as well as the Collin County Elec-
tions Office, 2010 Redbud Blvd., Ste. 
102, in McKinney during the dates and 
times posted.

Run-off election for Councilmember Place 5 set for June 21 

From Staff Reports
news@csmediatexas.com

Managing your utility bill just be-
came a whole lot easier with Murphy’s 
new QR code option.

As more and more transactions oc-
cur through electronic methods and 
digital devices, the city of Murphy’s 
Customer Service Department is pro-
moting a program that uses technology 
to help customers save time and mon-
ey, Customer Service Manager Candy 
McQuiston said.

“Online payment of utility bills is 
already an option,” she said. “What 
we’re doing is making it easier and 
faster to access the web page where 

customers can handle transactions on 
their account or enroll in the online 
payment program.”

Working with the Information Tech-
nology Department, Customer Service 
has developed a QR code that will 
direct mobile devices to the page on 
Murphy’s website that allows custom-
ers to sign up for online payment of 
utility bills or to make changes to their 
existing account, pay bills or view us-
age information.

Murphy’s water department cus-
tomers will receive an insert in the 
next water bill that includes the QR 
code.

A QR (quick read) code is similar to 
a bar code used in grocery stores and 

other retail outlets, where merchandise 
is tagged with a coded symbol that car-
ries information readable by scanners.

“In this instance, customers can 
scan the code on their smart phone, 
tablet, iPad or other device and be tak-
en directly to the page on our web site 
that contains the application and infor-
mation customers need to either enroll 
for online payments or review their ac-
count,” Wendle Medford, Murphy IT 
Manager, said.

Once enrolled, customers can use 
the code to quickly and easily get to 
the page that contains their account in-
formation, allowing them to pay their 
bill with a credit card or debit card. The 
site also gives customers information 

on their account such as billing and 
consumption usage totals, account bal-
ances, payment due dates and graphic 
illustrations of their usage trends.

“Enrolled customers already know 
that paying online saves them money 
by eliminating mailing costs, or avoids 
the costs associated with driving to 
city hall to make a payment,” McQuis-
ton said.

“Using the electronic payment op-
tion means that customers can pay their 
bills at their own convenience,” she 
said. “Anytime, day or night, holidays, 
weekends, or even while on vacation 
virtually anywhere. It’s a convenience 
that’s easy and makes the most of the 
technology we use every day.” 

Ease and mobility for utility customers

By Julie Taylor
Staff Writer

news@murphymonitor.com

Plano East Senior High School has 
named Samuel Huang its valedictorian 
and Charlene Shu its salutatorian, Prin-
cipal George King said. The difference 
in the two seniors’ grade point averages 
(GPA) is one-tenth of a point – Samuel 
earning a 4.68 and Charlene earning a 
4.58 GPA.

Samuel, the son of Jeff and Susan 
Huang, plans on attending Harvard 
University in the fall and has not de-
cided on a major area of study yet. He 
said Harvard allows students two years 

to declare a major.
“I’m thinking of majoring in eco-

nomics, psychology or history,” he 
said. “I hope to have a business career 
– maybe go into law, if I can get into a 
good law school.”

Samuel earned several college cred-
its through the International Baccalau-
reate program; although, Harvard will 
not accept any of them.

“I will start fresh at Harvard, but I’m 
ok with that,” Samuel said. “I’m look-
ing forward to taking all my classes at 
Harvard.” 

Samuel serves as co-president of 
the Spanish Club; he is co-founder and 
president of the Investment Club and 

Band Council treasurer.
When he is not at school or study-

ing, Samuel enjoys spending time with 

Boy Scout Troop 
1776. He earned his 
Eagle award during 
his sophomore year of 
high school. His eagle 
project entailed build-
ing a 24-foot board-
walk at Oakpoint 
Nature Preserve. He 
recently applied to 
be an assistant scout-
master, he said. Once 

a boy scout turns 18, he 
may apply to be an as-
sistant scoutmaster to 

stay involved with the troop.
Samuel also plays bassoon in the 

Wind Ensemble Band and participates 
in the Greater Dallas Youth Orchestra 
on the weekends. The orchestra also 
performs with the Dallas Symphony 
Orchestra, he said. He has been named 
to the All State, All Region and All 
Area bands each year in high school, 
Samuel said.

Samuel is a National Merit Scholar 
and a National AP Scholar. He partici-
pates on the Academic Decathlon team, 
where he received a state award for 
speech. He also received a gold medal 
on the National Spanish Exam through 
his participation in Spanish Club.

See PESH page 5A

PESH Graduation scheduled for June 11

Valedictorian 
Samuel Huang

Salutatorian
Charlene Shu

 Photo by Julie Taylor
The Cemetery Association of Murphy, Inc., hosted a Memorial Day 

Observance at the historic Decatur-Maxwell-Murphy Cemetery 
Saturday, May 24. Re-enactors with Sons of the American 

Revolution-Plano, W.H.L. Wells Camp of the Sons of Confederate Veterans- 
Plano and The Order of the Black Rose participated in the ceremony. U.S.

 Rep. Sam Johnson (R-Dist. 3), State Rep. Jodie Laubenberg
 (R-Dist. 89) and Collin County Judge Keith Self were also in attendance. 

Flutes of the Spirit and trumpeter Caleb Eichenberger-Gay and Taya 
Hambly provided music for the ceremony. See page 8A for more photos.

Sons of the 
American 

Revolution-
Plano

Division 2
1. Galveston County Daily News  Just what I’d 
want a local paper to be -- bright, informative, hand-
some, good use of photos, lots of locally produced 
content about important and local things. Even the 
local obits seemed laid out with care and attention.
2. Victoria Advocate: Terrific handling of break-
ing news and interesting, edgy, eye-catching 
display page design that employed photos and 
graphics to full effect. Strong story selection.
3. Tyler Morning Telegraph
4. None Selected

Division 3
These are nice, solid, local, salt-of-the-earth papers, 
but the Athens Daily Review and Herald-Banner 
are definitely a cut above the rest. Story quality and 
selection, with attendant graphics, really tipped it 
for Athens. But the newsiness, story quality and a 
very fine, updated A3, full of need-to-know informa-
tion, made the Herald-Banner stand out.
1. Athens Daily Review
2. Herald-Banner, Greenville 
3. Marshall News Messenger 
4. Brownwood Bulletin

Division 4
Each of the papers in this category is strongly fo-
cused on local and appears committed to sharing 
the names and faces of its community members 
with readers. Some papers were stronger in terms 
of writing and layout, but all the entrants appear to 
serve their communities well.
1. Williamson County Sun/Sunday Sun: The 
Sun is loaded with clearly written local news that 
offers several entry points throughout. Lots of local 
faces too. Strong layouts in Sports and Life add to 
the overall package.
2. Wise County Messenger: The Messenger staff 
knows when/how to blow the doors off when it 
has a big story. Multi-story approach explores all 
angles. Great A1 layouts, strong use of maps get and 

hold your attention. I also loved the extensive focus 
on local sports. One caveat: I was uncertain about 
the approach to the justice of the peace story given 
that she caused the accident that killed others after 
driving erratically for a time. I saw that the autopsy 
said she had no alcohol in her system.
3. Hood County News: Strong presentation 
throughout elevates the whole package. Good cen-
terpiece grabs the attention of readers.
4. The Fayette County Record: Well-written local 
stories pull the reader into A1, really give a sense 
of the community.

Division 5
The Graham Leader was far and away superior to 
every other entry. The layout and design is sophis-
ticated and readable, and ledes are solid and the 
story concepts interesting and engaging. Kudos!
1. The Graham Leader
2. Beeville Bee-Picayune 
3. Terrell Tribune
4. Lampasas Dispatch Record

Division 6
All the papers are doing a good job at keeping their 
communities informed. Papers like these remind 
us that small papers have a purpose: To be the 
scrapbook of its area. Good job overall. 
1. Houston Business Journal: Nice updated look 
over all, gives readers easy access to news stories. 
Feels contemporary with its magazine style. 
2. Fredericksburg Standard-Radio Post: If you 
only have use for color on certain pages, make a 
statement. The front cover was such a wow factor 
that it elevated the paper as a whole. 
3. Hill Country Community Journal
4. Jewish Herald-Voice

Division 7
A very strong competition. Each of the entries was 
a joy to judge.
1. Medina Valley Times: Eye-catching design and 

breadth of community coverage showcase the best 
of small-town journalism.
2. The Big Bend Sentinel: Great headlines. 
Breadth of community coverage. Weakness of de-
sign is the only thing that kept this entrant from 
winning.
3. The Community News: Eye-popping photogra-
phy draws the reader in.
4. Leader News, Lytle: Breadth of coverage, as 
well as variety of sections, provide a lot of options 
for the reader.

Division 8
1. Farmersville Times: With a good, clean layout 
and solid reporting on local stories and issues, the 
Farmersville Times is deserving of the General Ex-
cellence honor.
2. The Cameron Herald: The Cameron Herald ap-
pears to be a great all-around community newspa-
per, keeping its readers well informed about local 
issues.
3. The Canadian Record: The Canadian Record 
included great feature stories.
4. Albany News

Division 9
There were many very good entries in this cat-
egory. But the Lake Travis paper stood heads and 
shoulders above the rest.
1. Lake Travis View: Well edited. Great use of 
color. Layout makes the paper more readable. Di-
versity of coverage is encouraging. Overall, simply 
heads and shoulders above the rest.
2. Westlake Picayune: Well laid out. Good cover-
age. 
3. The Marlin Democrat
4. Lynn County News

Division 10
I was impressed with the range of newspapers and 
with the fiercely local attachment they have to 
their communities. The best newspapers clearly 

don’t shy away from a fight. Sports is often a strong 
point, and there are some good local photographers 
on Texas papers. If there is one area for improve-
ment that applies to everyone, it’s to try to break 
free from the acres of gray on long stories, particu-
larly on inside pages. I found myself longing for 
something as simple as subheads. I didn’t try to call 
these entries up on a mobile device, but newspa-
pers need to realize that that’s where we’re headed.
1. Murphy Monitor: The monitor is attractive 
and well-designed, and its stories are informed, 
well-written and helpfully presented. A story on 
a new phase of development was accompanied by 
a map showing each of the planned lots. The fea-
ture pages are engaging and well designed, and 
in both news and sports the paper has an eye for 
giving good space to good photographs.  One area 
for improvement: Right now some of reporting is 
softer than it needs to be; an accident story buried 
the lead - road rage - although the headline writer 
correctly fastened on it. 
2. The Presidio International: The International 
is gray and it won’t win many design awards. But 
its well-written and well presented and shows ex-
cellent news judgment. It has its fingers on the 
pulse of its community, both Anglo and Latino.
3. Eldorado Success: The Success reads authori-
tatively and even-handedly. Its sports pages are 
above average. The one are thats crying out for 
improvement is design, which is functional -- but 
so gray! 
4. The Times Tribune, Brookshire: The Times 
Tribune has attitude – you can tell that just by look-
ing at the front page. Its political coverage shows 
it isn’t afraid of a scrap. It could be better if it had 
more home-grown news and relied less on syndi-
cated features and handouts.
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 F eatureWriting

Division 2
This category contained many fine group entries 
and a couple of entries where one story was much 
stronger than the other. Among the top six entries, 
making a choice was difficult because all were 
evenly matched. The judge tips his hat to all these 
writers for a job well done!
1. Baytown Sun - Faith helps Cove family cope with 
tragedy/Waiting for justice: Excellent writing. Both 
stories drew me in and kept me interested from 
start to finish.
2. Lubbock Avalanche-Journal: Execllent writ-
ing and reporting on two very different subjects.
3. Longview News-Journal - Shade Tree Fellow-
ship/Memorial Day mother: Well reported, written 
and presented.
4. Galveston County Daily News - International 
match/Ashes to ashes: Two very interesting and in-
formative stories.

Division 3
In another life I was a features writer, so this cat-
egory is close to my bones. Thank you for the op-
portunity to read such riveting and skillful entries. 
So much of the human condition cannot be fenced 
in by news articles alone. Hail to feature writing, 
now and forever. 
1. Vernon Daily Record: A moving piece that 
maintains its momentum and emotional power 
throughout. Congratulations.
2. Mineral Wells Index - Jacob’s Fight/Memories 
Burned Deep: An ambitious, sympathetic but not 
sentimental telling of a young’s medical ordeal.  
3. Huntsville Item - Stephen Green: An arresting 
lay-out draws readers into a familiar storyline but 
skillfully localized. 
4. Athens Daily Review: A simple gesture is show-
cased by simple, solid storytelling - a reminder that 
all life is not pain and loss.

Division 4
The first and second place entries were both excel-
lent and should make these newsrooms proud — 
these were very vivid and memorable stories.

1. The Fayette County Record - LITTLE LEAGU-
ERS, BIG DREAMS/GRAVE TASK AT LAKE FAY-
ETTE: The story concepts and writing were just a 
hair better than my second place choice  this was 
a really close call. The grave digger story had an 
unbelievably great lede, really impressive writing. 
And the Little League story is fun and memorable. 
2. Williamson County Sun/Sunday Sun - Into 
the Light/’Kindness Matters’: Both of these stories 
were vivid and well-written. The Kindness story 
was heartbreaking and made me cry. My only com-
plaint and knocking it from top spot was that it 
didn’t include any one defending the bullies - it was 
just the mom’s story. But a very compelling one, 
and well-written. 
3. Hood County News – Feud/Back in the game: 
Fun and vivid concepts for these stories. 
4. Wise County Messenger: Sharp writing.

Division 5
1. The Bowie News - Built from Scratch/Making 
his own music: Well-told stories about interesting 
people the reporters went out to find. Good journal-
ism.
2. Kilgore News Herald 
3. The Orange Leader - A bunch of busy bees/
Train Tickets
4. Kingsville Record & Bishop News - Faces 
Never Forgotten/From Bishop to Bishop, Flat Stan-
ley makes his way to small Texas town”

Division 6
1. Silsbee Bee: Meagan Moore did an excellent job 
of telling Michelle Page’s story on her lung trans-
plant and Daniel Elizondo helped the reader under-
stand the pain the Jeffcoat’s felt after losing their 
house and how they fought to rebuild their lives.
2. Cleveland Advocate - Cleveland area Marine 
reunites with combat dog: Vanesa Brashier did an 
outstanding job with her two feature stories. Yes 
she was fortunate with two lovable topic such as a 
Marine reuniting with his combat dog and two sib-
lings uniting after 50 years, but Brashier was able 
to pull out the emotion of these two stories.

3. Jewish Herald-Voice - TWIN POWERS: Bel-
laire siblings share a special bond on diamond/
From Rolling Rabbi to half-marathon finisher: 
These are two great stories submitted by Matt Sam-
uels. He did a great job of telling the up and downs 
of the Oretsky twins as ball players and focused on 
the strengths and struggles of Rabbi Annie Belford 
as a half marathon runner
4. Pleasanton Express - This Rumor is good 
news/ Missing Uncle Tom: An inspiring story of 
the Kemps and their Diabetes Alert Dog and a nice 
story of the life of Uncle Tom Santillian.

Division 7
Lots of interesting entries.
1. The Community News - Getting to Gallows 
Road/He’s a Fighter: Interesting, well developed, 
easy to read, complete
2. The Sealy News - Burttschell Ranch a place 
for second chances/Skydiving company soars over 
Sealy: Interesting, easy read
3. Cuero Record - A return to fame/Catching up 
with an Olympian: Interesting, held my attention, 
nice people features
4. Hays Free Press - Project SEARCH gives one 
family new hope/Living dignified while memories 
fade

Division 8
Very weak category overall...all stories needed 
more development, less verbage and more creative 
ledes.
1. Farmersville Times - BrotHERhood of service/
No more mail for Mel: good writing
2. The Canadian Record: nice pkg
3. Glen Rose Reporter - Love at first bite
4. None Selected

Division 9
The entries were as diverse as they were colorful, 
all providing strong insights into unique com-
munity members and their lives. The recognized 
entries took these assets a step further, utilizing 
beautifully crafted writing and strong presenta-

tions to weave their narratives.
1. Lake Travis View - Confident combat/Joyful 
Horse: Each story provided a great chronology of 
compelling stories, rich with quotes and detail. 
Particularly high praise is given to the lede of the 
martial arts story, which gave spirited account that 
brought the reader into a griping tale.
2. Springtown Epigraph - Where there’s a Will 
(Spiekerman) there’s a way/Not every hero wears a 
cape
3. The Liberty Hill Independent - Mother holds 
onto faith, positive memories after losing son in Le-
ander crash/A devoted husband and father, Canady 
helped shape the future for Liberty Hill
4. Westlake Picayune - Hike in Spain a grief jour-
ney/Honoring a beloved coach, teacher and mentor

Division 10
The awarded publications displayed pieces that 
captured their subjects’ essences. They did what 
good features do best: used solid detail, strong 
structure and crisp writing to weave a great narra-
tive about their communities.
1. The Presidio International - Casa Hogar co-
founder Teda Neill celebrates 102nd birthday in 
Ojinaga/Mexicos Mennonites series: An in-depth, 
detailed look at a community and the issues facing 
it on a micro and macro level. Solid reporting and 
explanation of things many readers may not have 
been aware of.
2. Big Lake Wildcat - Back-to-Back-to-Back State 
Champ/Big Lakes Little Free Library
3. Bullard Banner News - BHS Art in hallways/
Boy Scouts
4. Murphy Monitor - Local girl beats odds against 
incurable disease/Author turns grief into triumph

Mexico’s Mennonites
By SASHA von OLDERSHAUSEN

In September, The International and The Big Bend Sentinel took a look at Mexico’s 
thriving Mennonite community, spanning the state of Chihuahua. This story repre-
sents one of a four part series. Stay tuned in coming weeks for more on this industrious 
community.

 Some 50 miles southwest of the border town of Ojinaga, Mexico, a Mennonite agri-
cultural community

– invisible to most – is thriving in the middle of the desert.
To get there, you drive from the outskirts of the city into the Chihuahuan desert 

along a two-lane highway simply known to those who drive it as the “new road.” The 
landscape is stark and arid.

A railroad track that traces its course from Chihuahua to Ojinaga runs parallel to 
the road. Then, a sign: “Oasis,” it reads. Here you turn left, and suddenly the landscape 
changes.

Verdant and impeccably tidy crops paint the landscape green like swathes of Astro-
Turf laid down in the sand. Irrigation systems, poised like cranes, span across the rows 
of crops. This is Oasis.

The Mennonite agricultural community of Oasis – a compound comprised of 16 “colo-
nias” that represent some 4,000 people living on 231,852 acres of land – is an agricultural 
hub, only two decades old.

Most of what the Mennonites grow at Oasis is cotton, which accounts for 72,221 acres 
of their total land usage, but other crops include beans, peppers, peanuts, watermelon, 
wheat and corn. One of Oasis’ eight cotton gins is the second biggest gin in the world. 
Their products are exported as far as Japan and China, but most of them end up in 
Mexico and the United States.

In fact, the cooperative represents a substantial economic enterprise for both sides of 
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El Oasis colony president, Peter Rempel, stands in a chili pepper field, one of many vast fields 
where produce is grown and shipped across the globe.

Mexico’s Mennonites
An oasis grows in Chihuahua

By SASHA von
OLDERSHAUSEN
In September, The Interna-

tional and The Big Bend Sentinel 
took a look at Mexico’s thriving 
Mennonite community, spanning 
the state of Chihuahua. This sto-
ry represents one of a four part 
series. Stay tuned in coming 
weeks for more on this 
industrious community.

Some 50 miles 
southwest of the bor-
der town of Ojinaga, 
Mexico, a Mennonite 
agricultural community 

– invisible to most – is 
thriving in the middle 
of the desert. 

To get there, you 
drive from the outskirts 
of the city into the Chi-
huahuan desert along 
a two-lane highway 
simply known to those 
who drive it as the 

“new road.” The land-
scape is stark and arid. 
A railroad track that 
traces its course from Chihua-
hua to Ojinaga runs parallel to 
the road. Then, a sign: “Oasis,” 
it reads. 

Here you turn left, and sud-
denly the landscape changes. 
Verdant and impeccably tidy 
crops paint the landscape green 
like swathes of AstroTurf laid 
down in the sand. Irrigation sys-
tems, poised like cranes, span 
across the rows of crops. This is 
Oasis. 

The Mennonite agricultural 
community of Oasis – a com-
pound comprised of 16 “colo-
nias” that represent some 4,000 
people living on 231,852 acres 
of land  – is an agricultural hub, 
only two decades old. 

Most of what the Mennonites 
grow at Oasis is cotton, which 
accounts for 72,221 acres of 
their total land usage, but other 
crops include beans, peppers, 
peanuts, watermelon, wheat 
and corn. One of Oa-
sis’ eight cotton gins 
is the second biggest 
gin in the world. Their 
products are exported 
as far as Japan and 
China, but most of 
them end up in Mexico 
and the United States. 
In fact, the coopera-
tive represents a sub-
stantial economic en-
terprise for both sides 
of the border, and 
one that is often over-
looked by the United 
States.

At the colonia “El 
Oasis,” the original 

colony founded in 1994, The Big 
Bend Sentinel/The International 
toured with the colony’s cur-
rent president, Peter Rempel, a 
tall, smiling man with gold teeth. 
Stepping out of the car onto the 
concrete parking area of the col-
ony’s offices – owing, perhaps, 
to the sheer enormity of the fa-

cilities – you are immediately 
struck by the sense that this is 
no simple farming operation, but 
rather a state-of-the-art agribusi-
ness. 

Inside the headquarters, an 
information center with a kiosk 
displayed colorful pamphlets 
about the facilities. Upstairs, 
there was a space to hold con-
ferences, and the back offices 
contained several cubicles for 
those personnel tasked with in-
ternal affairs, including a desk 
for the colony’s accountant. All 
employees wore matching uni-
forms of salmon-colored, short-
sleeved button down shirts. 

Outside, a pair of steel silos 
cast shadows on a long line of 
semi trucks. Rempel directed us 
into the storage facilities, where 
massive concrete stalls – des-
ignated by number – contained 
different varieties of pesticides. 
Virtually all of Oasis’ seed, fertil-

izer and pesticides, said Rempel, 
come from agrochemical behe-
moth Monsanto, headquartered 
in the United States. And 80 
percent of the equipment neces-
sary for production – tractors, ir-
rigation systems, and their parts 

– invariably makes the trip from 
West Texas across the border 

into Mexico. 
Still, despite the fact 

that there is so much 
interactional trade 
across the Presidio-
Ojinaga border, few if 
any retail studies have 
analyzed the purchas-
ing power of Mexican 
citizens in this border 
city. In fact, the Presi-
dio Municipal Develop-
ment District (PMDD), 
which in July published 
its own “Retail Trade 
Area Gap/Opportunity 
Analysis” that took into 
account this cross-bor-
der activity, was one of 
the first of its kind to do 

so. 
Though the United States 

may be in the dark about this 
border activity, the potential 
capital of the Mennonite com-
munity is no surprise to Mexico. 
The town of Cuauhtémoc – with 
a total population of 154,639 as 
of 2010, close to a third of which 
are Mennonites – ranks third 
in economic importance in the 
state of Chihuahua. A nearly 25-
mile stretch called “Corredor Co-
mercial Menonita,” or the “Men-
nonite Commercial Corridor” in 
that town is home to hundreds 
of commercial businesses, the 
vast majority of which are Men-
nonite-owned. 

And at Oasis, the government 
subsidizes the purchase of irri-
gation systems by Mennonites. 
The cost of an irrigation system 
for each pivot – the unit of mea-
surement for parcels of land, 
which measure approximately 

200 acres each – is ap-
proximately $80,000, 
half of which the Mexi-
can government will 
front in the form of a 
grant so long as the 
purchaser installs a 
water meter on their 
land. They do so be-
cause above all, the 
Mennonites of Mexico 
are known for their in-
dustriousness.

“The secret to the 
Mennonites’ success,” 
Giesbrecht said, “is 
their work ethic and 
pioneer spirit.”

Large grain storage facilities, like the ones 
pictured above, pocket the agriculture 
community of El Oasis.

Presidio businessman Jake Giesbrecht, center, 
discusses business management with the 
administrators of the agrobusiness companies 
in El Oasis. (Continued on page  3)

Presidio ISD Superintendent 
honored as among America’s 

top school leaders
By SASHA von 

OLDERSHAUSEN
PRESIDIO - Presidio ISD Su-

perintendent Dennis McEntire 
was selected by the U.S. De-
partment of Education as one of 
the 100 top school leaders from 
across America to participate in 
the National ConnectED Super-
intendents Summit held at The 
White House on Wednesday, 
November 19.

McEntire is one of just a 
few superintendents to be se-
lected to attend the event from 
the state of Texas, according to 
Jeanne Ackerson from the U.S. 
Department of Education. The 
ConnectED Initiative, started by 
President Barack Obama in June 2013, aims to enrich K-12 educa-
tion in the United States through the increased use of technology.

In an e-mail to the Presidio ISD staff that informed them of the 
honor, McEntire wrote, “It is not an award, it is an opportunity to 
influence how we go about education in our country by participating 

Coyanosa-to-Presidio 
pipeline a divisive issue 
for West Texas residents

By SASHA von OLDERSHAUSEN
FAR WEST TEXAS - “The Presidio pipeline is the cornerstone to 

new development of Presidio,” said Brad Newton, executive director 
of the Presidio Municipal Development District. Like Newton, many 
residents concerned with business development in the financially 
struggling city of Presidio see the proposed natural gas pipeline as 
an opportunity. But there are others who are not quite as thrilled. 

Last Thursday, the Big Bend Conservation Alliance, a community 
environmental organization dedicated to conserving the natural and 
cultural resources of the Big Bend region, met and discussed the 
possible environmental implications of the gas pipeline that will span 
from Coyanosa in Pecos County to Presidio.

David Keller, an archeologist and historian for the Center for Big 
Bend Studies, who also serves as a representative for the Big Bend 
Conservation Alliance, spoke to the The Presidio International/Big 
Bend Sentinel about the group’s concerns. “There’s a litany of con-
cerns,” Keller said. The pipeline is just a predecessor to more infra-
structure. It’s going to bring more of the oil and gas industry trap-
pings to the landscape.”

He added, “Then, there is the (Continued on page  2)

(staff photo by SASHA von OLDERSHAUSEN)
Philip Aguilar takes the oath of office as the new Presidio City 
Council member.

City Council meeting 
ushers new city 
appointments

By SASHA von OLDERSHAUSEN
PRESIDIO – Last week’s city council meeting was a productive 

one for the city of Presidio, as several city vacancies were filled, 
including the position of a temporary city council member to replace 
Oscar Moreno, who resigned last month. 

The council selected Philip Aguilar to replace Moreno. Aguilar, 
who works as a teacher for Presidio ISD, was up against three other 
possible candidates - Isela Nuñez, who works at Pro Custom Bro-
kers, and Michael Crowder and Sara Chapa, who also work for Pre-
sidio ISD. The board chose Aguilar on the basis that he had been 
voted next in line during the last city election.

Councilmember Antonio Manriquez said, “I’m going with Mr. 
Aguilar being that he was next in line in the election.” He added, 
“It doesn’t mean that the others aren’t qualified. It’s just what the 
people voted for.”

Councilmember Dimitri Garcia seconded the motion. Aguilar was 
immediately sworn in and joined the other councilmembers for the 
remainder of the meeting. 

David Paiz, who manages the Bealls in Presidio, was also ap-
pointed member of the Presidio Municipal Development District 
(PMDD) by the council. He was up against Elvira Hermosillo, who 
was not present at the meeting. 

Paiz cited his business experience as grounds for his qualifica-
tion. “Bealls is number one in sales in the region,” he said. “Presidio 
is a great place to have a business. My goal was to open the store 
and move elsewhere but I’m hooked on Presidio. I see too many 

By SASHA von 
OLDERSHAUSEN

PRESIDIO – Presidio County 
and the Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) will con-
duct their second public meeting 
for the Presidio-Ojinaga Inter-
national Port of Entry Project to 
be held from 5-7pm today at the 
Presidio Activity Center gym.

The meeting will provide in-
formation about the proposed 
project to construct a facility that 
would improve the movement of 
personal and commercial traffic 
between the United States and 
Mexico, and its four alternatives.

During the meeting, exhibits 
that display the four possible al-
ternatives, as well as other proj-
ect information including maps, 
will be available for review. Rep-
resentatives from TxDOT will be 
available to answer questions, 
and all materials will be present-
ed in English and Spanish. 

A formal presentation of the 
proposed project is slated to 
start at 6pm. The Presidio Activi-
ty Center is located at 1200 East 
O’Reilly Street.

Presidio-OJ 
bridge project 

public meeting is 
here today

BIG BEND RANCH - Big 
Bend Ranch State Park Hosts 
Star Party From 6 to 9 pm on 
November 22, visitors can en-
joy the dark skies over Big Bend 
Ranch State Park. At the Star 
Party, visitors can travel through 
the constellations and learn 
about other objects that are eas-
ily visible to the unaided eye 
from a dark sky location like Big 
Bend Ranch State Park. There 
will also be telescopes and bin-
oculars on hand for closer view-
ing of the planets, star clusters, 
nebulas and even galaxies. At 
sunset, participants will gather 
at the Sauceda Headquarters 
Visitor Center, which is located 
in the interior of BBRSP. For 
more information, call the park 
directly at (432) 358-4444. 

Ranch Park 
hosts star party 

Saturday

By JOHN DANIEL GARCIA
ALPINE - Big Bend Home 

Health will close its doors after 
30 years of service to Alpine and 
the Big Bend area, home health 
Administrator Doug Beckwith 
confirmed late Wednesday.

Though no firm date has been 
cemented for closure, parent 
company Community Health 
Systems Inc. – which also owns 
and operates Big Bend Regional 
Medical Center – have set a tar-
get date of December 31.

Big Bend Home Health as-
sists tri-county residents in Mar-
fa, Presidio, Shafter, Redford, 
Alpine, Marathon, and the Fort 
Davis area by providing skilled 
services to recovering, disabled, 
or chronically ill patients in their 
homes. The company provides 
medical, nursing, social, and 
therapy care.

Beckwith was unable to pro-
vide any other information, pend-
ing approval from Community 
Health Services to disseminate 
information.

Big Bend Home 
Health to close

Presidio ISD Superintendent 
Dennis McEntire

(Continued on page  2)

(Continued on page  2)
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the border, and one that is often overlooked by the United 
States.

At the colonia “El Oasis,” the original colony founded 
in 1994, The Big Bend Sentinel/The International toured 
with the colony’s current president, Peter Rempel, a tall, 
smiling man with gold teeth.

Stepping out of the car onto the concrete parking area 
of the colony’s offices – owing, perhaps, to the sheer enor-
mity of the facilities – you are immediately struck by the 
sense that this is no simple farming operation, but rather 
a state-of-the-art agribusiness.

Inside the headquarters, an information center with a 
kiosk displayed colorful pamphlets about the facilities. 
Upstairs, there was a space to hold conferences, and the 
back offices contained several cubicles for those personnel 
tasked with internal affairs, including a desk for the colo-
ny’s accountant. All employees wore matching uniforms 
of salmon-colored, short-sleeved, button down shirts.

Outside, a pair of steel silos cast shadows on a long line 
of semi trucks. Rempel directed us into the storage facili-
ties, where massive concrete stalls – designated by num-
ber – contained different varieties of pesticides.

Virtually all of Oasis’ seed, fertilizer and pesticides, said 
Rempel, come from agrochemical behemoth Monsanto, 
headquartered in the United States. And 80 percent of the 
equipment necessary for production – tractors, irrigation 
systems, and their parts – invariably makes the trip from 
West Texas across the border into Mexico.

Still, despite the fact that there is so much interactional 
trade across the Presidio-Ojinaga border, few if any retail 
studies have analyzed the purchasing power of Mexican 
citizens in this border city. In fact, the Presidio Municipal 
Development District (PMDD), which in July published its 
own “Retail Trade Area Gap/Opportunity Analysis” that 
took into account this cross-border activity, was one of the 
first of its kind to do so.

Though the United States may be in the dark about this 
border activity, the potential capital of the Mennonite 
community is no surprise to Mexico. The town of Cuauh-
témoc – with a total population of 154,639 as of 2010, close to 
a third of which are Mennonites – ranks third in economic 
importance in the state of Chihuahua. A nearly 25-mile 

stretch called “Corredor Comercial Meno-
nita,” or the “Mennonite Commercial Cor-
ridor” in that town is home to hundreds of 
commercial businesses, the vast majority 
of which are Mennonite-owned.

And at Oasis, the government subsi-
dizes the purchase of irrigation systems 
by Mennonites.

The cost of an irrigation system for each 
pivot – the unit of measurement for parcels 
of land, which measure approximately 200 
acres each – is approximately $80,000, half 
of which the Mexican government will 
front in the form of a grant so long as the 
purchaser installs a water meter on their 
land. They do so because above all, the 
Mennonites of Mexico are known for their 
industriousness.

“The secret to the Mennonites’ success,” 
Giesbrecht said, “is their work ethic and 
pioneer spirit.”

Large grain storage facilities, like the 
ones pictured above, pocket the agricul-
ture community of El Oasis.

Presidio businessman Jake Giesbrecht, center, discusses 
business management with the administrators of the agro-
business companies in El Oasis. 

The history of the Mennonites traces back to a group of 
people in the German and Dutch-speaking parts of Central 
Europe, who were involved in the Protestant Reformation, 
and led by the teachings of Menno Simons, an 
Anabaptist religious leader of the sixteenth 
century. Escaping persecution, groups of 
Mennonites fled and established colonies 
in Russia, and later in Germany. Since that 
time, the Mennonite community has been 
known for its migrate-and-settle patterns.

As of 2012, there were 1.7 million Menno-
nites worldwide, with approximately 100,000 
residing in Mexico. Many of Mexico’s Menno-
nites emigrated from Canada in the 1920s, and 
are dual citizens of Mexico and Canada.

Since its inception in 1994 – originally an 
8,648-acre parcel of land purchased by three 
pioneer Mennonites – Oasis has grown to 
over 25 times its original size. Now, its in-
frastructure includes schools, where future 
generations of Mennonites are taught Span-
ish, German and English, in addition to their 
other subjects.

But the success of this agricultural project 
also comes at a cost—namely, water, which 
Mexico has not much to spare. In recent years, 
the water scarcity issue has become so severe 
that in 2010, the Mexican government issued 
an ad campaign in Mexico City entitled, “The 
City May Run Out of Water.” At present, agri-
culture accounts for 77 percent of water use in 
the country, according to the “Centro Virtual 
de Información del Agua,” or the The Virtual 
Center for Water Information.

Like much of Mexico, Oasis depends on un-
derground aquifers for water. Each 200-acre 
pivot uses between 800 and 1,000 gallons of 
water per minute, 24-hours a day, six months 
out of the year.

Farmers drill their own wells, and while they are re-
quired by federal law to keep water meters, Rempel said 
that the government does little to regulate it. Now, the 
water is depleting, and fast.

“The reason why they’re not regulating this area is be-
cause it’s an isolated aquifer,” Giesbrecht said. It’s not af-
fecting any other aquifers, so the government is saying 
‘You’re just mining the water.’”

He added, “It’s negative big-time. It’s way in the red. 
There’s no way it’s going to recharge.

As new communities of Mennonites have settled at 
Oasis, the competition for water among has become fierce 
among them. Since the water flows in a specific direction, 
the location of land plays a crucial role in access to water. 
A map of Oasis shows swathes of fallow land in the west-
ernmost part of the agricultural compound because of lim-
ited access to water.

Giesbrecht added that while the Mennonites are eager 
to regulate their water consumption at a local level so that 
the distribution of water resources does not only benefit 
the few who own larger territories of land, it is mostly out 
of their hands since water consumption is regulated by the 
federal government in Mexico.

But the threat of depleting water is an ominous specter 
for those at Oasis. What happens when the water runs out? 
“When they can’t go any farther, they leave,” Giesbrecht 
said. “They explore the next frontier.”

He added, “There’s already a group from Cuauhtémoc 
going to Argentina.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
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The history of the Mennonites traces back to a 
group of people in the German and Dutch-speak-
ing parts of Central Europe, who were involved in 
the Protestant Reformation, and led by the teach-
ings of Menno Simons, an Anabaptist religious 
leader of the sixteenth century. Escaping perse-
cution, groups of Mennonites fled and established 
colonies in Russia, and later in Germany. Since 
that time, the Mennonite community has been 
known for its migrate-and-settle patterns. 

As of 2012, there were 1.7 million Mennonites 
worldwide, with approximately 100,000 residing in 
Mexico. Many of Mexico’s Mennonites emigrated 
from Canada in the 1920s, and are dual citizens of 
Mexico and Canada.  

Since its inception in 1994 – originally an 8,648-
acre parcel of land purchased by three pioneer 
Mennonites – Oasis has grown to over 25 times 
its original size. Now, its infrastructure includes 
schools, where future generations of Mennonites 
are taught Spanish, German and English, in addi-
tion to their other subjects.

But the success of this agricultural project also 
comes at a cost—namely, water, which Mexico 
has not much to spare. In recent years, the water 
scarcity issue has become so severe that in 2010, 
the Mexican government issued an ad campaign 
in Mexico City entitled, “The City May Run Out of 
Water.” At present, agriculture accounts for 77 per-
cent of water use in the country, according to the 

“Centro Virtual de Información del Agua,” or the 
The Virtual Center for Water Information.

Like much of Mexico, Oasis depends on un-

derground aquifers for water. Each 200-acre pivot 
uses between 800 and 1,000 gallons of water per 
minute, 24-hours a day, six months out of the year. 
Farmers drill their own wells, and while they are re-
quired by federal law to keep water meters, Rem-
pel said that the government does little to regulate 
it. Now, the water is depleting, and fast.

“The reason why they’re not regulating this area 
is because it’s an isolated aquifer,” Giesbrecht 
said. It’s not affecting any other aquifers, so the 
government is saying ‘You’re just mining the wa-
ter.’” He added, “It’s negative big-time. It’s way in 
the red. There’s no way it’s going to recharge. 

As new communities of Mennonites have set-
tled at Oasis, the competition for water among has 
become fierce among them. Since the water flows 
in a specific direction, the location of land plays 
a crucial role in access to water. A map of Oasis 
shows swathes of fallow land in the westernmost 
part of the agricultural compound because of lim-
ited access to water. 

Giesbrecht added that while the Mennonites 
are eager to regulate their water consumption at a 
local level so that the distribution of water resourc-
es does not only benefit the few who own larger 
territories of land, it is mostly out of their hands 
since water consumption is regulated by the fed-
eral government in Mexico.

But the threat of depleting water is an ominous 
specter for those at Oasis. What happens when 
the water runs out? “When they can’t go any far-
ther, they leave,” Giesbrecht said. “They explore 
the next frontier.”

He added, “There’s already a group from Cu-
auhtémoc going to Argentina.” 

(Continued from page  1)

El Oasis

Students learn German, English, and Spanish, in addition to their other subjects at a schoolhouse 
in the Mennonite community of El Oasis.

Thank you
Our most sincere thank you to our family and friends who 
accompanied us during the recent loss of our loved one, 

Tobias Juarez Jr.
We thank you for your words of comfort, your prayers, flowers, cards, 

calls, food and other acts of kindness.
Thanks to Fr. Mike Alcuino for a beautiful service and thanks to Sister 
Maria for reciting the Rosary.  We also thank Luis and Jorge Nieto for 

providing the beautiful music during the services. 
We thank Memorial Funeral Home of Fort Stockton and Sunset Funeral 

Home of El Paso for your help and professionalism.
Thanks to all who travelled from far away places, El Paso, Houston, 

New York, California and New Mexico. 
May God bless you,
Leticia Nieto Juarez

Laura Morales, Fernando Juarez, Zaira Mahon, Gerardo “Jerry” 
Juarez, Lisette Morales, and Christina Juarez 

and our respective families.
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that ultimately, an executive or-
der protecting a portion of im-
migrants in the United States 
would be a “political and practi-
cal failure.”

Joining Garcia were El Paso 
immigration attorneys and pro-
immigration reform activists Car-
los Spector and Iliana Holguin, 
who cautioned the migrant com-
munity from coming forward until 
the president has definitively laid 
out his plan. Spector and Hol-
guin noted that in the past, when 
changes to immigration policy 
have been discussed, many mi-
grants have been taken advan-
tage of by local attorneys and 
notary publics.  

“I know of attorneys already 
telling people to get their papers. 
In the past we’ve had local attor-
neys engaged in fraud by saying, 
‘We’re just getting ready for when 
it passes,’” Spector said. “It’s im-
possible to counsel people about 
something that doesn’t exist.” 

Holguin added that in border 
communities, such as El Paso, 
notary publics engage the mi-
grant community in fraud. She 
said there is much confusion in 
the immigrant community as to 
the authority of notary publics, 
because in Mexico and many 
Central American countries, no-
taries are in fact attorneys, but 
that’s not the case in the United 
States. 

“We want to make sure that 
the community knows that no-
tary publics are not attorneys. 
They do not have any type of 
training in immigration law or any 
legal matter,” said Holguin. “And 
actually, it’s against the law for 
them to provide any type of legal 
service, specifically immigration 
related types of legal services.”

Holguin did say that for im-
migrants wishing to take part in 
any sort of temporary protected 
status program, to begin gather-
ing documents such as birth and 

marriage certificates, as well as 
paperwork that documents the 
amount of time immigrants have 
been living and working in the 
United States. But she warned 
immigrants to refrain from pay-
ing for legal services until a plan 
or program is in place. 

“If someone is asking you to 
pay them money right now, don’t 
do it,” she said. 

Asked whether an executive 
order by the president could 
backfire and harm chances of 
Congress adopting an immigra-
tion reform bill, as Republicans 
who will control both the House 
and Senate have warned, Spec-
tor dismissed that notion flatly. 

“Doing nothing has not 
worked,” he said. “That’s been 
the argument to do nothing, to 
be afraid of a backlash. We’ve 
been living a backlash for the last 
50 years. The time has come to 
move forward and to confront it.”  
Spector said it isn’t those who 
support immigration reform who 
should fear a backlash, rather it 
is those in national political pow-
er who oppose immigration re-
form who should fear a backlash. 

“They need to be afraid of the 
momentum this particular legis-
lation has on the Latino commu-
nity and understand how impor-

tant it is in electoral politics,” said 
Spector. 

Garcia, Spector, and Holguin 
all said that any executive action 
would most likely fall short of 
granting protection to the nearly 
12 million undocumented immi-
grants already living in the Unit-
ed States. While they support a 
2012 immigration memorandum 
by President Obama, the De-
ferred Action for Childhood Arriv-
als, often called Dreamers, they 
want those children’s parents 
protected too. 

Gabriela Castañeda, herself 
a Dreamer and currently the 
BNHR’s media and membership 
coordinator, had a message for 
President Obama. 

“I want to say that I am called 
a Dreamer, but in reality, the first 
Dreamers were our parents,” 
Castañeda said in Spanish. “I 
have a message to the presi-
dent: You have to include our 
parents.”

President Obama will deliver 
his prime time announcement 
on his executive order this eve-
ning at 7pm central time. He will 
attend a rally tomorrow at Del 
Sol High School in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, where he laid out his 
principles for comprehensive im-
migration reform two years ago.

Immigration   
(Continued from page  2)
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The history of the Mennonites traces back to a 
group of people in the German and Dutch-speak-
ing parts of Central Europe, who were involved in 
the Protestant Reformation, and led by the teach-
ings of Menno Simons, an Anabaptist religious 
leader of the sixteenth century. Escaping perse-
cution, groups of Mennonites fled and established 
colonies in Russia, and later in Germany. Since 
that time, the Mennonite community has been 
known for its migrate-and-settle patterns. 

As of 2012, there were 1.7 million Mennonites 
worldwide, with approximately 100,000 residing in 
Mexico. Many of Mexico’s Mennonites emigrated 
from Canada in the 1920s, and are dual citizens of 
Mexico and Canada.  

Since its inception in 1994 – originally an 8,648-
acre parcel of land purchased by three pioneer 
Mennonites – Oasis has grown to over 25 times 
its original size. Now, its infrastructure includes 
schools, where future generations of Mennonites 
are taught Spanish, German and English, in addi-
tion to their other subjects.

But the success of this agricultural project also 
comes at a cost—namely, water, which Mexico 
has not much to spare. In recent years, the water 
scarcity issue has become so severe that in 2010, 
the Mexican government issued an ad campaign 
in Mexico City entitled, “The City May Run Out of 
Water.” At present, agriculture accounts for 77 per-
cent of water use in the country, according to the 

“Centro Virtual de Información del Agua,” or the 
The Virtual Center for Water Information.

Like much of Mexico, Oasis depends on un-

derground aquifers for water. Each 200-acre pivot 
uses between 800 and 1,000 gallons of water per 
minute, 24-hours a day, six months out of the year. 
Farmers drill their own wells, and while they are re-
quired by federal law to keep water meters, Rem-
pel said that the government does little to regulate 
it. Now, the water is depleting, and fast.

“The reason why they’re not regulating this area 
is because it’s an isolated aquifer,” Giesbrecht 
said. It’s not affecting any other aquifers, so the 
government is saying ‘You’re just mining the wa-
ter.’” He added, “It’s negative big-time. It’s way in 
the red. There’s no way it’s going to recharge. 

As new communities of Mennonites have set-
tled at Oasis, the competition for water among has 
become fierce among them. Since the water flows 
in a specific direction, the location of land plays 
a crucial role in access to water. A map of Oasis 
shows swathes of fallow land in the westernmost 
part of the agricultural compound because of lim-
ited access to water. 

Giesbrecht added that while the Mennonites 
are eager to regulate their water consumption at a 
local level so that the distribution of water resourc-
es does not only benefit the few who own larger 
territories of land, it is mostly out of their hands 
since water consumption is regulated by the fed-
eral government in Mexico.

But the threat of depleting water is an ominous 
specter for those at Oasis. What happens when 
the water runs out? “When they can’t go any far-
ther, they leave,” Giesbrecht said. “They explore 
the next frontier.”

He added, “There’s already a group from Cu-
auhtémoc going to Argentina.” 

(Continued from page  1)

El Oasis

Students learn German, English, and Spanish, in addition to their other subjects at a schoolhouse 
in the Mennonite community of El Oasis.

Thank you
Our most sincere thank you to our family and friends who 
accompanied us during the recent loss of our loved one, 

Tobias Juarez Jr.
We thank you for your words of comfort, your prayers, flowers, cards, 

calls, food and other acts of kindness.
Thanks to Fr. Mike Alcuino for a beautiful service and thanks to Sister 
Maria for reciting the Rosary.  We also thank Luis and Jorge Nieto for 

providing the beautiful music during the services. 
We thank Memorial Funeral Home of Fort Stockton and Sunset Funeral 

Home of El Paso for your help and professionalism.
Thanks to all who travelled from far away places, El Paso, Houston, 

New York, California and New Mexico. 
May God bless you,
Leticia Nieto Juarez

Laura Morales, Fernando Juarez, Zaira Mahon, Gerardo “Jerry” 
Juarez, Lisette Morales, and Christina Juarez 

and our respective families.

SEE OUR COMPLETE 

INVENTORY AT
www.amistadmotors.net

2110 W Dickinson Blvd
Fort Stockton 

877-843-7919 • Fax: 432-336-9007

2013 NISSAN MAXIMA SV - V6
$385 per mo
OR 

$21,995+TTL
72 mns @5.39% WAC

2013 HONDA PILOT LX
$421 per mo
OR 

$23,995+TTL
72 mns @5.39% WAC

2014 JEEP PATRIOT SPORT 4WD
$299 per mo
OR 

$16,995+TTL
72 mns @5.39% WAC

FAMILYFUN

2011 FORD EXPEDITION XLT
$489 per mo
OR 

$27,995
72 mns @5.95% WAC

Eric Nunez
12  years

Gabino Lopez 
11 years Voted Best 
Car Salesperson 4 
Years  in a Row!

Gilbert Mesa  

2007 CHEVY COBALT
                                  2DR LT$190 per mo

OR $8,995 +TTL
60 mns @ 5.95% WAC 

2013 GMC SIERRA SLE 4WD 
$594 per mo

OR $33,995 +TTL
72 mns @ 5.39% WAC 

5.7V8POWER

2011 TOYOTA TUNDRA SR5
$388 per mo
OR 

$21,995
72 mns @5.39% WAC

Rudy Franco
3 Years

www.amwww.amwwwwwwwwww

Buy Here 

Pay Here 

in Full Swing!

2013 GMC SIERRA SLE
$577 per mo
OR 

$32,995
72 mns @5.39% WAC

2013 NISSAN ALTIMA SL V-6
$440 per mo
OR 

$24,995
72 mns @5.39% WAC

2013 KIA SORENTO EX
$385 per mo
OR 

$21,995+TTL
72 mns @5.39% WAC

2012 HYUNDAI TUCSON GLS
$299 per mo
OR 

$16,995+TTL
72 mns @5.39% WAC

2014 JEEP CHEROKEE LIMITED
$455 per mo
OR 

$25,995+TTL
72 mns @5.39% WAC

NAV, ROOF, LEATHER

SMALL SUV

LOWPAYMENTS

NAV, LEATHER

DROP OFFLOCATION FOR
TOYS

FOR TOTS

SUV
CENTRAL

that ultimately, an executive or-
der protecting a portion of im-
migrants in the United States 
would be a “political and practi-
cal failure.”

Joining Garcia were El Paso 
immigration attorneys and pro-
immigration reform activists Car-
los Spector and Iliana Holguin, 
who cautioned the migrant com-
munity from coming forward until 
the president has definitively laid 
out his plan. Spector and Hol-
guin noted that in the past, when 
changes to immigration policy 
have been discussed, many mi-
grants have been taken advan-
tage of by local attorneys and 
notary publics.  

“I know of attorneys already 
telling people to get their papers. 
In the past we’ve had local attor-
neys engaged in fraud by saying, 
‘We’re just getting ready for when 
it passes,’” Spector said. “It’s im-
possible to counsel people about 
something that doesn’t exist.” 

Holguin added that in border 
communities, such as El Paso, 
notary publics engage the mi-
grant community in fraud. She 
said there is much confusion in 
the immigrant community as to 
the authority of notary publics, 
because in Mexico and many 
Central American countries, no-
taries are in fact attorneys, but 
that’s not the case in the United 
States. 

“We want to make sure that 
the community knows that no-
tary publics are not attorneys. 
They do not have any type of 
training in immigration law or any 
legal matter,” said Holguin. “And 
actually, it’s against the law for 
them to provide any type of legal 
service, specifically immigration 
related types of legal services.”

Holguin did say that for im-
migrants wishing to take part in 
any sort of temporary protected 
status program, to begin gather-
ing documents such as birth and 

marriage certificates, as well as 
paperwork that documents the 
amount of time immigrants have 
been living and working in the 
United States. But she warned 
immigrants to refrain from pay-
ing for legal services until a plan 
or program is in place. 

“If someone is asking you to 
pay them money right now, don’t 
do it,” she said. 

Asked whether an executive 
order by the president could 
backfire and harm chances of 
Congress adopting an immigra-
tion reform bill, as Republicans 
who will control both the House 
and Senate have warned, Spec-
tor dismissed that notion flatly. 

“Doing nothing has not 
worked,” he said. “That’s been 
the argument to do nothing, to 
be afraid of a backlash. We’ve 
been living a backlash for the last 
50 years. The time has come to 
move forward and to confront it.”  
Spector said it isn’t those who 
support immigration reform who 
should fear a backlash, rather it 
is those in national political pow-
er who oppose immigration re-
form who should fear a backlash. 

“They need to be afraid of the 
momentum this particular legis-
lation has on the Latino commu-
nity and understand how impor-

tant it is in electoral politics,” said 
Spector. 

Garcia, Spector, and Holguin 
all said that any executive action 
would most likely fall short of 
granting protection to the nearly 
12 million undocumented immi-
grants already living in the Unit-
ed States. While they support a 
2012 immigration memorandum 
by President Obama, the De-
ferred Action for Childhood Arriv-
als, often called Dreamers, they 
want those children’s parents 
protected too. 

Gabriela Castañeda, herself 
a Dreamer and currently the 
BNHR’s media and membership 
coordinator, had a message for 
President Obama. 

“I want to say that I am called 
a Dreamer, but in reality, the first 
Dreamers were our parents,” 
Castañeda said in Spanish. “I 
have a message to the presi-
dent: You have to include our 
parents.”

President Obama will deliver 
his prime time announcement 
on his executive order this eve-
ning at 7pm central time. He will 
attend a rally tomorrow at Del 
Sol High School in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, where he laid out his 
principles for comprehensive im-
migration reform two years ago.

Immigration   
(Continued from page  2)



   12                                                                                                                 2015 TEXAS BETTER NEWSPAPER CONTEST                                                                               WINNERS’ CIRCLE

 H eadlineWriting

DIVISION 4, 1ST PLACE
                                              Friday, October 10, 2014     WEEKEND   The Fayette County Record                                 B1

WE ARE BETTER.  WE PROVE IT EVERYDAY.WE ARE BETTER.  WE PROVE IT EVERYDAY.

Same Great Service. 
NEW LOCATION!
Same Great Service. 
NEW LOCATION!

To all of our loyal customers, this
would have not been possible without you.

Come and visit your new Oviedo Dodge dealership. 
We truly appreciate your loyalty and support. 

1980 W. STATE HWY. 71 BYPASS • LA GRANGE, TEXAS
www.OviedoDodge.com • 1-800-242-5981

1980 W. STATE HWY. 71 BYPASS • LA GRANGE, TEXAS
www.OviedoDodge.com • 1-800-242-5981

Prost! Immerse yourself in a 
bit of German culture and taste 
the quality beers of Texas and 
Germany  at the second annual 
OktoBierFest  sponsored by the 
Round Top Rifle Assn. at the 
historic Round Top Rifle Hall, 
October 25.

This year’s Oktoberfest fea-
tures a craft beer tasting from 
1-4 p.m. in the Rifle Hall. Ten 
breweries will be represented 
–  eight from Texas, one from 
Kansas City and the oldest 
brewery in the world, Weihen-
stephaner from Bavaria. 

Some of the Texas brewer-
ies are New Braunfels Brew-
ing, Real Ale Brewing, Blanco, 
Karbach and St. Arnold Brew-
ing from Houston, BS Brewing 
of Seguin and South Austin and 
Infamous breweries from Aus-
tin. There is a $10 admission fee  
to the tasting plus $1 per tasting 
ticket.

The Biergarten opens at 12 
noon under the outdoor pavil-
ion. Fresh  German sausage 
from the pit, sauerkraut and 
potatoes will be available all 
afternoon.   Imported German  
keg beers from Paulaner, one of 
Munich’s most popular brewer-
ies, will be available.  

The three different beers 
from Paulaner being offered 
are the Wies’n  bier, typically 
served at the Munich Okto-
berfest; the Oktoberfest bier 
which is an amber version of 
the Wies’n; and the Hefeweizen 
bier, a highly carbonated beer 
made from wheat with added 
yeast resulting in a nice head of 
foam. 

Bierfest visitors will be able 
to buy the traditional beer steins 
from the brewery to enhance 
the experience of these interna-
tionally acclaimed beers. These 
beers will cost $3 per serving.

At 1:45 p.m. a special keg of  
Paulaner’s Munich lager will be 

OktoBierFest Coming Up

tapped to the fanfare  traditional 
German drinking song “Ein 
Prosit der Gemuetlichkeit!”  
This is a gravity fed keg requir-
ing the tap to be hammered in 
with a wooden mallet, just as 
it was done a century ago. No 
CO2 required! 

At 2 p.m. the German mu-
sic begins. On tap for this year’s 
musical entertainment are the 
Round Top Brass Band and the 
Enzian Buam (Gentian Tree) 
Band. RTBB will be playing 
traditional German brass band 
music and Enzian  Buam will 
be entertaining with the best 
yodeling and alpine music this 
side of the Atlantic. Entry to the 
Biergarten is free. All activities 
conclude at 8 p.m. Proceeds 
benefit The Round Top Rifle 
Association, a 501-3(b) corpo-
ration.

La Grange Weather Report

Week’s high Oct. 2.....................................................................96 Degrees
Week’s min. high Oct. 4.............................................................79 Degrees
Week’s low Oct. 4......................................................................58 Degrees
Year’s low Jan. 13.......................................................................23 Degrees
Year’s high Aug. 16, 17, 20......................................................102 Degrees
Rainfall for week.......................................................................0.78  Inches
Rainfall for year.......................................................................21.12 Inches
Rainfall to date-2013..............................................................32.05 Inches
Rainfall to date-2012..............................................................32.02 Inches
Rainfall to date-2011..............................................................11.49 Inches
Average annual rainfall............................................................38.61 Inches

Week Ending Oct. 4

Drink up Oct. 25 in Round Top.

I’d Like to Buy a Vowel

Before H-E-B there was HGG. The H.G. Gerdes Jr. Grocery Store was located on 260 W. Colo-
rado in the William Haase building. Gerdes was in business from 1913-1924. The store was a 
victim of the flood of 1913 and lost $3,000 in merchandise.

Photo courtesy of Fayette Heritage Museum and Archives

By PAUL “TEX” PARKER
Special to the Record

Why don’t people vote?
They don’t believe it will 

make any difference.
And, for the most part, they 

are right. Not always. Especially 
in small town elections that may 
be decided by a few votes. 

I remember 
an election cy-
cle several years 
back where one 
candidate won 
by eight votes. 
It happened 
when I was still 
enthusiastically 
being a Volun-
teer Voter Registrar. I had signed 
more than thirty voters to go to 
the polls that year. Most of those 
were voting for my party. After 
signing up people for a while I 
was able to tell which way they 
were likely to vote almost by 
looking. Certainly by listening 
to them.

A Registrar was not allowed 
to pitch one party over the other 
so I didn’t. No need to, they had 
already made up their minds 
long before I saw them.

Voter 
Apathy

See Tex, Page B7

Lights get replaced on the H-E-B sign in La Grange on Monday. Behind each of the large letters 
are several small bulbs.          Photo by H.H. Howze

Flashback Friday

Tex Parker
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When the Wild Flour Cakery 
opened along Buda’s Main 
Street in April 2012, co-owner 
Amanda Rickman, like most 
fi rst-time small business own-
ers, was ready to jump into her 
new enterprise.  

She was living the “Ameri-
can Dream.” 

Less than two years later, 
her shop became one of a bur-
geoning statistic of failed small 
business ventures. The cakery 
closed Dec. 31.

According to research com-
piled by statisticbrain.com, 
the startup business failure 
rate within the fi rst two years 
is 36 percent. Only 47 percent 
of retail businesses were still 
operating within four years. 

Having 
fallen into 
the same 
trap as many 
businesses, 
Rickman now 
shares her 
experience, 
hoping it will 
help others 
succeed. 

She said 
success was 
plentiful in 
the begin-
ning. Located 
across from 
Buda’s green-
belt, the shop 
thrived within 
the fi rst few 
months. 

 So much 
so that the 
Cakery won 
the Hays Free 
Press “Top 
Sweets” Face-
book poll in 
August 2012. 
It beat out established pastry 
shops such as the Texas Pie 
Company in Kyle. 

Rickman attributed that 
initial success to new business 
curiosity.  

“Maybe we were doing so 
well, because people wanted 

to try us out,” she said. 
Shortly thereafter, the cak-

ery ran into several hurdles.  
Two of the biggest were 

product cost and lack of man-
power. 

Rickman and co-owners, 
sister Lindsay Findlay and 
mother-in-law Lee Rickman, 
produced custom cakes, along 
with cupcakes and sweets. 

They invested a lot in over-
head. Rickman spent roughly 
$1,800 alone on supplies, plus 
the cost of rent. That put the 
store’s fi nancial health in a 
bind, forcing the trio to sell at 
high prices to cover it all. 

“We were trying to do 
custom cakes,” she said. “But 
people were not wanting to 
pay a lot [for it]. These are 
things that take time and cost 
money.” 

With only three workers, 
two construct-
ing cakes, 
Rickman said 
they couldn’t 
keep up with 
demand. 

She said the 
business was 
in a “catch-22” 
– they couldn’t 
take in more 
orders without 
hiring more 
people, but 
they couldn’t 
hire because 
they didn’t have 
the budget. 

Several other 
factors also 
contributed to 
their struggles. 
Lacking an 
advertising 
budget, they 
instead used 
social media. 

Rickman also 
felt the location 
harbored some 

disadvantages. Specifi cally, 
the lack of open shops on the 
weekend, which she felt drove 
customers away. 

“A lot of businesses don’t 
have consistent hours,” she 
said. “When people did come, 
then they would go down the 

street, but [there was] nothing 
open.” 

Whichever the reason – slow 
sales, unsteady traffi c – the 
shop began to falter in its last 
few months. Rickman said the 
business never profi ted. Sta-
tistics say it takes about three 
years to turn a profi t for a new 
business.

By the end, Rickman said 
the shop halted day-to-day 
production, which included 
cupcakes and sweets. 

While focusing only on cus-
tom cakes had some positive 
effect, it couldn’t save the shop 
from closing. 

What can new business 
owners do to avoid the same 
fate? 

Buda Area Chamber of 
Commerce Managing Direc-
tor JR Gonzales says it comes 
down to three points – re-
search, leadership and capital-
ization. 

Gonzales said business 
owners must  research a busi-
ness plan, ensuring their prod-
uct or service is sustainable. 

Proper leadership is pivotal 
for big and small businesses.

“Without proper leader-
ship, it makes it diffi cult for 
a company to be successful,” 
Gonzales said. “You have to 
give direction, but also get 
involved. [Owners] should also 
manage resources.” 

The biggest step is ensur-
ing enough capital to function 
– what some argue is the top 
reason for business failure.

Saving up money is the best 
way to build capital, accord-
ing to Gonzales. Several other 
options are present.

Using credit cards is one op-
tion. However, Gonzales warns 
that it is “not advantageous.” 

Applying for Small Busi-
ness Administration (SBA) and 
bank loans are also an option. 
However,  the economy has 
made it diffi cult to get them. 

“When applying for SBA 
loans,” Gonzales said. “[Busi-
ness owners] have to have a 
plan that shows leadership 
and that you can do it.” 

Taking a harder stance on 
business sense is imperitive. 

“Starting a business is 
tough; to be an entrepreneur 
takes multiple skill sets,” 
Gonzales said. “Providing a 
good product or service does 
not mean you’re going to be 
successful in business.” 

Rickman admitted she and 
her partners did not research 
before starting their business. 

Looking back, she said get-
ting help from Small Business 
Administration, or through 
Texas State, could have proved 
benefi cial.

Rickman said she and her 
sister will still create custom 
cakes, just not from the shop.  

While they expressed grati-
tude to the community, they 
now realize how overwhelm-
ing it can be to own a business. 

“We don’t regret trying and 
we had fun,” she said. “[But] it 
was a learning experience.” 

Running out of dough
Sweets not enough to sustain cakery

BY MOSES LEOS III
moses@haysfreepress.com

Austin-area home sales 
reached a historic high for 
December helping fuel 
the $8 billion in total dol-
lar volume of single-family 
properties sold in 2013, ac-
cording to recently released 
statistics. 

The Multiple Listings Ser-
vice (MLS) report released 
Jan. 17 by the Austin Board 
of Realtors (ABoR), which 
includes Hays County 
homes in its fi gures, showed 
that 2,080 single-family 
homes were sold in the Aus-
tin area in December – 14 
percent more than in De-
cember 2012. 

The December housing 
market featured two months 
of inventory also setting a 
new record – a historic low 
for the Austin housing in-
ventory – ABoR said. 

Bill Evans, 2014 ABoR 
president, said in a state-
ment “2013 was one of the 
strongest years for the Aus-
tin housing market that (re-
altors) have ever seen.” More 
than 27,000 single-family 
homes were sold in 2013 in 
the Austin-area, according 
to the report, and the an-
nual median sale price for a 
home was $223,890 – a nine 
percent jump from the pre-
vious year.

“Population and eco-
nomic growth in the Austin 
area show no signs of slow-
ing down this year; neither 
does Austin’s increasingly 
competitive housing mar-
ket,” Evans said. “In 2014, 
Austin homebuyers and 
sellers can expect home 
prices to continue to rise 
across all segments of the 
market.”

Austin-area homes spent 
an average of 50 days on the 
market, which is a decrease 
of 19 days from 2012. The 
real estate market also fea-
tured nine percent more 
new listings, 20 percent 
fewer active listings and 12 
percent more pending sales 
than in 2012, the report 
showed. 

“The key to continued 
success for the Austin hous-
ing market is maintain mar-
ket stability in 2014,” Evans 
said. “We need a steady fl ow 
of new inventory hitting the 
market, and the city must 
work to create a regulatory 
environment that allows 
developers to keep up with 
growing housing demand, 
which in turn will keep 
Austin’s housing inventory 
stable and its homes afford-
able.”

Austin-area home 
sales hit historic 
high of $8 billion

BY ANDY SEVILLA
andy@haysfreepress.com

2013 YEAR-END HOUSING TOTALS

27,298  
Total single-family homes sold

$223,890 
Median price for single-family 
homes

50 
Average number of days a single-
family home spent on the market

5,492 
Active single-family home listings 
on the market

28,017 
Pending sales for single-family 
homes

$7,933,813,683 
Total dollar volume of single-fami-
ly properties sold

DECEMBER 2013 STATISTICS

2,080
Single-family homes sold, 14 per-
cent more than December 2012.

$226,000
Median price for single-family 
homes, eight percent more than 
December 2012.

52
Average number of days single-
family homes spent on the mar-
ket, 19 days fewer than December 
2012.

1,404
New single-family home listings 
on the market, three percent more 
than December 2012.

4,545
Active single-family home listings 
on the market, 11 percent fewer 
than December 2012.

1,375
Pending sales for single-family 
homes, nine percent fewer than 
December 2012.

2.0
Months of inventory* of single-
family homes, 0.7 months less 
than December 2012.

$610,579,840
Total dollar volume of single-
family properties sold, 19 percent 
more than December 2012.

“Starting a 
business is 
tough; to be an 
entrepreneur 
takes multiple 
skill sets. 
Providing a 
good product 
or service does 
not mean you’re 
going to be 
successful in 
business.”
–J.R. Gonzales, Buda Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
Managing Director

PHOTOS BY DAVID WHITE

Upon opening the Wild Flour Cakery in April 2012, co-owner Amanda Rickman dreamed of growing her start up business along Main Street in Buda. 
But high costs, along with understaffi ng, undermined the once popular shop. Now, Rickman hopes her story helps those who may be thinking of 
opening their own small business. 

The Texas Oil and Gas Association, 
the state’s largest and oldest petroleum 
organization, says it does not want 
regulators to overhaul the wholesale 
energy market, adding its name to the 
proposal’s growing list of opponents 
and pitting itself against a longtime 
ally: the electric utility industry. 

In a letter sent last week to the Pub-
lic Utility Commission, TXOGA said it 
opposes a shift to the state’s current 
“energy only” market to a “capacity” 
model that would pay electricity pro-
viders billions of dollars to maintain 

excess generating capacity.
Such a market would prove too 

complicated to maintain, the group 
said, and it would shift power away 
from consumers and toward state reg-
ulators. 

“TXOGA supports the current en-
ergy-only market in ERCOT, which 
has led to unprecedented generation 
development while maintaining com-
petitive electricity prices,” the letter 
said. “In contrast, a move to a cen-
tralized, mandatory forward capac-
ity market would be a signifi cant step 
backwards for Texas. TXOGA has seen 
increasing evidence that centralized 
forward capacity markets do not work 
as intended and never can.”

The petroleum group said it believes 
that the Legislature, not the PUC, has 
the sole authority to redesign the 
market, echoing a contention made 
by several lawmakers, including state 
Sen. Wendy Davis, D-Fort Worth, her 
party’s presumptive nominee for gov-
ernor.

The PUC has not formally proposed 
a market overhaul, but observers con-
sider its recent nonbinding vote to 
mandate an electricity reserve margin 
as a step toward bigger changes.

The idea, discussed for more than 
two years, has surfaced amid concerns 
that Texas will not have enough gener-
ation to meet its future energy needs, 
as the state gets hotter and its popula-

tion surges. It has touched off a debate 
that has largely pitted electric utilities 
and advocates against industrial en-
ergy users.

Under current market conditions, 
electricity generators say, the status 
quo provides little incentive to invest 
in capacity that would probably sit 
unused and be turned on only during 
peak-demand days. That generally in-
cludes the summer’s most blistering 
days, but rare cold snaps, like those 
that overtook Texas earlier this month, 
have also strained the grid and stirred 
fears of temporary rolling blackouts.

Consumers would ultimately bear 
the costs of a market shift, which some 
analyses have pegged at $4 billion per 

year. Capacity market proponents, 
however, say the switch would drive 
down prices in the long run. They say it 
would boost reliability, lower the costs 
of outages and stabilize the market, 
lowering the costs of capital.

In its letter, TXOGA said that regu-
lators should focus more on leverag-
ing “smart grid” technology that the 
Electric Reliability Council of Texas, 
the state’s grid operator, has recently 
installed. 

“Such efforts, in TXOGA’s opinion, 
would be a far better use of time, mon-
ey, and effort than giving existing gen-
eration owners billions of dollars each 
year without a guarantee that new 
generation would be built.”

Oil and Gas to PUC: Don’t overhaul energy
BY JIM MALEWITZ

Texas Tribune
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By Simone WicherS-VoSS

meridian TriBune

Deputy to the Bosque County 
Sheriff ’s Office Tabitha L. Harri-
son always loved to write. She also 
always had a penchant for rough-
edged stories; stories that speak to 
the human condition – motivated 
by lust, jealousy, greed and insanity. 

Spurred on by her husband, 
Bosque County Deputy Casey 
Wilks, Harrison started research-
ing her new home’s history in 2012. 
And apparently, Bosque County 

was the site of a slew of gruesome 
murders spanning nearly a century. 
She decided to put the stories she 
heard to writing.

“I was compelled to put it all to-
gether, so someone else could en-
joy these stories without having to 
go through the research,” Harrison 
said. “All in all, it was a very enjoy-
able experience. My sincere hope is 
that people will enjoy the book as 
much as I did researching it. They 
are not my stories, they are every-
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Freeze gets cold shoulder
Commissioners disagree regarding hiring freeze for country treasurer’s office

Misrepresentation

see BOOK, page 10Asee CHAMBER, page 3A

see CHORALE, page 8A

see COURT, page 3A

Cole speaks as private individual,
not as Meridian Chamber rep

A bloody history
Local deputy launches book examining 
Bosque County’s less than perfect past

Bosque Chorale offers season’s 
spirit in Christmas concert

Magnificent Magnificat 

Simone WicherS-VoSS / meridian Tribune

Director David Anavitarte and a chamber orchestra took the Bosque Chorale to spiritual heights during the 2014 Christmas concert 
My Soul doth Magnify the Lord (above); A live nativity outside the Trinity Lutheran Church with a Martin Grelle background (below left).

County volunteers recognized 
with awards and luncheon

Gifts of time

see VOLUNTEERS, page 2A

Simone WicherS-VoSS / meridian Tribune

Author T.L. Harrison signs her book “A Bloody History of 
Bosque County, Texas,” for Bosque Collections Manager 
Ruth Crawford.

By Simone WicherS-VoSS

meridian TriBune

“Magnificat,” is the song of 
Mary from the gospel of Luke.

Its name comes from the first 
line of its text in Latin “Mag-
nificat anima mea Dominum” 
translated in “My Soul Doth 
Magnify the Lord” – the name 
of Bosque Chorale’s Christmas 
concert.

In the Magnificat, Mary pro-
claims the Lord’s greatness 
with humility and grace. 

The Bosque Chorale, accom-
panied by a chamber orchestra, 

presented two versions of the 
Magnificat; one in Latin by Ba-
roque composer Dietrich Bux-
tehude and the other in Latin 
and English by contemporary 
composer and arranger Mark 
Hayes. 

Director David Anavitarte 
referred to the choir’s singing as 
a ministry, and as such the sing-
ers showed their talent and skill 
through many hours of practice 
with humility, grace and with 
spirituality.

The Magnificat versions 

By Simone WicherS-VoSS

meridian TriBune

Communities, especially ru-
ral communities like in Bosque 
County, cannot do without the 
gifts of time, devotion of the 
hundreds of volunteers com-
mitted to one cause or another. 

Each year the Bosque Coun-
ty Commissioners’ Court, the 
Leadership Advisory Board 
and the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service selects and 
puts a spotlight on individuals 
from different categories who 
they feel should be recognized 
for their selflessness and being 
examples of helpfulness. 

At this year’s award luncheon 
at the Meridian Civic Center 
Dec. 8, Kay Duke, Raydell Wat-
ley, Karen and Darren Hanson, 
Ruth Reierson, David Bevels, 
Steve and Beckie Smith and 
Mary Orbeck were honored. 

“We are here today to honor 
this very special Bosque Coun-
ty culture, and how we work to-
gether,” Extension Agent Kate 
Whitney said in her introduc-
tion.  “We want to thank you 
for your volunteer work so you 
know that we appreciate you 

and all your service.”
Kay Duke, a dedicated Red 

Hat Society member, was rec-
ognized for the countless hours 
she spends organizing commu-
nity events and festivals as Na-
tional Championship Barbecue 
Cookoff secretary and Cham-
ber of Commerce office man-
ager. 

She also volunteers each year 
to assist the Extension Of-
fice with the county-wide ga-
rage sale and she serves as a 
cake judge at the Central Texas 
Youth Fair. 

Karen and Darren Hanson 
were recognized in the category 
4-H Volunteers of the year.

Having grown-up in the area 
showing livestock and being ac-
tively involved in the 4-H pro-
gram they were not unfamil-
iar to the program. When their 
own children were old enough 
to join the Bosque County 4-H 
program over 15 years ago, both 
Hansons stepped in to help.

Each has helped with the an-
nual golf tournament fundrais-
er, serving as volunteers and su-
perintendents to the Central 

By Simone WicherS-VoSS

meridian TriBune

Just when everything at the Bosque Coun-
ty Commissioners’’ Court was winding down 
to the last item, things became heated regard-
ing a temporary hiring freeze for the Bosque 
County treasurer’s office.

The motion for a freeze by Bosque County 
Commissioner Sammy Leach died, for lack 
of a second.

Leach had requested the item put on the 
agenda, because he had seen a personnel ad-
vertisement for the treasurer’s office. 

Present County Treasurer Diana Wellborn 
is retiring at the end of the year. Cheryl Nie-
meier was elected to take her place. Present 
administrative assistant Sonya Taylor moves 
up, so according to Wellborn there is a posi-
tion to be filled. Wellborn added that Nie-
meier would regularly be absent for training, 
especially in the first year in office. 

The concern of extra expenditure was 
voiced during the 2014-15 budget cycle, and 
even though the position’s salary was includ-
ed in the budget it was not endorsed, Bosque 
County Judge Dewey Ratliff added to the 
discussion.

According to Leach, with the streamlining 
of the administrative tasks, many responsi-
bilities which used to be at the treasurer’s of-Simone WicherS-VoSS / meridian Tribune

Bosque County Commissioner Douglas Day at Com-
missioners’ Court Dec. 8.

Simone WicherS-VoSS / meridian Tribune

Kay Duke receives the 2014 Community Festivals and Events 
volunteer award from Chelsea Dorward.

By Simone WicherS-VoSS

meridian TriBune

After Jim Cole spoke to the Bosque County Commission-
ers’ Court and the Meridian City Council Dec. 8 about ap-
proaching Wal-Mart to consider a branch in Bosque Coun-
ty, the Meridian Chamber of Commerce sent out and e-mail 
to all their members. 

“The Meridian Chamber of Commerce Board of Direc-
tors wants to assure our members that the Chamber is not 
pursuing or in favor of a Wal-mart coming to Meridian 
or Bosque County,” Executive Director Kay Duke’s e-mail 
Dec. 10 read. “The action of sending a letter, going before 
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Westlake ex
Meg Healy wins
national golf title.
Story, B4
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ATHLETES OF
THE YEAR
COUNTDOWN

By Westlake Picayune Staff

We continue our profiles of
the five candidates for West-
lake’s Male and Female Ath-
lete of the Year this week. The
winners will be announced
in the June 5 edition of the
Westlake Picayune, and we
will wrap up our profiles next
week with the final candi-
dates. Today we feature ten-
nis player Fernanda Contre-
ras and dual sport athlete Ben
Jepson.

FEMALEATHLETE
OFTHEYEAR
CANDIDATE

Name: Fernanda Contreras
Class: Junior
Sports: Tennis
The case for Contre-

ras: With a state champion-
ship to her resume, Contreras
and mixed doubles partner
Charles Tan helped give West-
lake its third straight mixed
doubles championship at the
UIL State Tennis Tournament
in May. The duo didn’t break a
sweat on their way to the state
tournament, winning the re-
gional and district titles with-
out losing a set. In the fall,
Contreras led a talented girls
roster at the No. 1 singles po-
sition to the team tennis area
championship.

Next week’s profile hint:
This sophomore All-Central
Texas selection quickly quali-
fied for the regional track and
field championships.

Past profiles: Jessica El-
lis, track and field and cross
country; Victoria Edwards,
swimming; Corrine Grandco-
las, volleyball and track and
field

MALEATHLETE
OFTHEYEAR
CANDIDATE

Name: Ben Jepson
Class: Senior
Sport: Cross Country and

track and field
The case for Jepson: The

senior standout had great in-
dividual seasons in both the
cross country and track and
field seasons. In the fall, Jep-
son helped the Westlake boys
to a district title and won the
individual championship. At
the regional race, Jepson fin-
ished 25th out of 181 runners.
In the track and field season,
he qualified in both the 1,600-
and 3,200-meter races for the
Region II-5A Championships
but missed out on the state
meet.

Next week’s profile
hint: This senior, headed
to the University of Denver,
splashed his way to the state
meet.

Past profiles: Jack Sku-
larzyk, wrestling; Rhodes
Legg, football, track and field;
Matthew Perrine, golf

Want to weigh in? Tweet your
choice for male and female athlete
of the year to @PicayuneSports on
Twitter.

Westlake’s Fernanda Contreras
was part of a mixed doubles
team that won a state title.

Ben Jespon helped Westlake win
a district title in cross country
last fall. CONTRIBUTED

By Mark Jezek
Big12Sports.com campus
correspondent

Many kids in the state of
Texas grow up dreaming of
playing competitive sports.

Few go on to be high school
stars and make a name for
themselves at a top program
at the high school level, and
even fewer get the chance to
play the sport they love in the
collegiate ranks.

When Hayden Ross grad-
uated from Westlake High
School, he thought that was
the end of his sports career.
He took a short break from
baseball in the summer before

his freshman year at Baylor,
but soon couldn’t resist the
urge to get back to the sport
that he loved.

“I graduated high school
in 2012 and didn’t really have
any offers from schools,” said
Ross. “I knew I was coming to
Baylor and I didn’t play much
baseball that summer. I real-
ly missed the sport. I missed
playing games and so I decid-
ed in my freshman year that
I was going to try out for the
club team and try to get my-
self back in shape.”

What started as an outlet
for Ross to revisit the sport he
loved soon reignited his pas-
sion for the game.

In his only year with the
Baylor club baseball team,
Ross posted staggering num-
bers.

He led the team with a .535

batting average while record-
ing a team high 17 runs in 23
hits that culminated in being
named a Gulf Coast Confer-

ence All-Region first team
member, while also being

Ross continued on B4

COLLEGEBASEBALL

Walk-on Ross making name on Baylor roster
Westlake alum starts in
13 games in ’14; coach
calls his future ‘bright.’

Westlake
alumnus
Hayden
Ross gets
a hit during
a recent
game with
the Baylor
baseball
team. Ross,
a walk-on,
is in his first
year as they
began the
postseason
in the Big 12
tournament.
BAYLOR

UNIVERSITY

FOOTBALL

Todd Dodge contract equals $120,775 per year
By Michael Adams
madams@acnnewspapers.com

New Westlake High School
football coach Todd Dodge
will receive $120,775 per year
in total compensation from
the Eanes school district, ac-
cording to information re-
leased by the district Tuesday.

Dodge’s salary includes a
$113,000 base salary as Ean-
es’ athletic director, a $6,400
stipend to coach football, an
additional $1,015 athletic sti-
pend that covers expens-
es and a $360 cell phone sti-
pend.

Dodge’s salary is compara-
ble to previous coach Darren
Allman when he was hired at
Westlake. His base salary is
$6,000 more than Allman’s,
but his athletic stipend is

$1,000 less.
Allman’s total compensa-

tion was $115,760 his last year
at Westlake.

Contact Michael Adams at 512-
445-3682.

Westlake
head coach
Todd Dodge
talks with his
team after a
scrimmage
Saturday,
May 17 at
Chaparral
Stadium.
Dodge
will make
$120,775
per year at
Westlake.
PAUL BRICK

FOR WESTLAKE

PICAYUNE

DODGESALARY
BREAKDOWN
$113,000 base salary
$6,400 head coach
stipend
$1,015 athletics stipend
$360 cell phone stipend
$120,775 total
compensation
Note: All numbers are
per year

WILL DODGEBALL DELIVER?

The roller coaster is finally
reaching the gate at Westlake.

Tonight’s spring game will
determine if Chap fans get
back in line to ride again with
new head coach Todd Dodge.

These kids have been
through the ringer this spring,
starting spring football with
Darren Allman, having prac-
tice suspended after five days,
meet a new head coach and
work a total of 13 days with

him.
If you have been to any

practice during the last two
weeks, there’s change.

There’s a new energy sur-
rounding the program that
seems to have the team be-
lieving they again are the
Chaps of days past.

Don’t let that fool you.
There’s still a lot of work to do.

Westlake has only one of-
fensive starter — Sean Rollings
— returning, and the big news
out of the spring is that Roll-
ings is out indefinitely with a
knee injury, which leads back
into revisiting my five ques-
tions from the start of spring
practice.

1. Is Ehlinger the
front-runner?

Rollings was the only re-
turning player with any expe-
rience at quarterback.

Now that he’s out, likely
through the start of the fall
season, the question of who’s
going to quarterback the
Chaps is a much more press-
ing one than before.

Sam Ehlinger, a 6-foot-2,
200-poind gifted passer, looks

to be the apparent heir to suc-
ceed Jordan Severt, but Max
Mangum is still in the mix.

Ehlinger has had a fantas-
tic spring and fits the mold of
quarterbacks Dodge likes to
groom – think Chase Daniel.

Dodge, a former quarter-
back at the University of Tex-
as, has a reputation for devel-
oping quarterbacks, and Eh-
linger, being a sophomore,
fits into his passion.

While at Marble Falls, the
two quarterbacks Dodge
groomed were the most effi-
cient in Central Texas.

In 2012, Mike Richardson
broke the state’s single-game
passing record with 725 yards
and last year, and sopho-
more Brennen Wooten passed
for over 3,000 yards and 30

Fanswill get their first look at ToddDodge’s Chapparals team tonight.

WESTLAKE FOOTBALL SPRING SHOWCASE

Dodge continued on B3

Gabe Duran carries the ball down the field for the Chaps during a scrimmage last week. PAUL BRICK FOR WESTLAKE PICAYUNE

RED-BLUEGAME
The annual Red-Blue
game is scheduled to
begin at 5 p.m., today at
Chaparral Stadium with
the junior varsity game.
The varsity showcase
will begin after the
conclusion of the JV
game.

Michael Adams
Sports editor

Division 2
1. Tyler Morning Telegraph: “There’s no busi-
ness like throw business” and “Finnish first to fin-
ish” were particularly clever headlines.  They draw 
readers in and relate well to the stories.  Well done!
2. The Facts, Clute - Home schooled; Snakes on a 
Plain; After taking 2 routs, Cats face harder road
3. Denton Record-Chronicle - Cold December
4. Galveston County Daily News

Division 3
1. Seguin Gazette - Monster movie sex sparks scuf-
fle/Profanity, nudity, sound swamps homes: The 
kind of headlines that make someone stop to pick 
up a paper as they’re walking down the street. 
2. Taylor Daily Press - A fetish fore feet, Weighting 
on a champion, Taylor made
3. Herald-Banner, Greenville
4. Huntsville Item 

Division 4
1. The Fayette County Record - I’d Like to Buy 
a Vowel/Ladies First/Beer Truck Gets Tipsy: Out-
standing use of headlines that are catchy and 
go along with their photo. The “I’d Like to Buy a 
Vowel” headline goes along with the replaced sign. 
The “Beer Truck Gets Tipsy” headline with a photo 
put the Fayette County Record in first place.
2. Hood County News – Cleanup/Holy cow/Law-
man: She had to eat and run: Three clever head-
lines. Clean up on Aisle 9 was a strong headline.
3. Wise County Messenger: The “One for the Re-
cord Books” helped support a strong photo.
4. Boerne Star - Tale of 2 superintendents/City re-
neges/Early fireworks: Clever headlines for hard 
news, but not much originality.

Division 5
1. Kilgore News Herald: Groaned out loud--excel-
lent headlines.
2. Wharton Journal-Spectator - Lending a help-
ing hoof/Faix machine/The weight is over: Great 
puns!
3. Kingsville Record & Bishop News - Proposed 
cell phone ban gets poor reception in Driscoll/City 
aims to snuff out e-cigarette use by minors/Concrete 
costs not set in stone for city
4. Port Lavaca Wave - Travis staff says ‘we want 
Moore’/Ended on a high note: The perils of band 
camp/PLPD rolls out new bike patrol program

Division 6
1. The Wylie News - Where theres smoke, theres 
ire/Extending smoking restrictions snuffed out/
Hula Hoop Hype: Clever, easy to read headlines that 
inform readers what to expect.
2. Silsbee Bee: Good job at making headline stand 
out from the rest of the copy on the page.
3. Katy Times - This small-town girl sees the big 
picture/Time for Rise to Shine/It’s a real Mickey 
Mouse operation: Nice work bringing the headlines 
together with the stories.
4. Port Aransas South Jetty - Longhorns steered 
wrong/Bye, bye bags/Cha-ching!: Good use of color 
to grab attention for the sports submission. Bags 
headline pretty much says it all.

Division 7
There were many good headlines in this category! 
The top entries were a very close call!
1. Hays Free Press - Cain is able to find a home/
Running out of dough/Is it time to bail out the jail?
2. The Clifton Record - Steeling Supplies/Saving 
Shot/Apocalypse Then

3. Progress Times, Mission 
4. The Community News - Who you gonna call/Pie 
Splats/Diamond Jubilee

Division 8
A lot of good, interesting headlines throughout the 
entries. I think they all were effective in getting the 
reader’s attention but also making the reader want 
to read the story.
1. Meridian Tribune - Court Jesters/Freeze gets 
cold shoulder/Sensible Synergy: These headlines 
are catchy and clever without trying too hard or 
taking away from the story. “Freeze gets cold shoul-
der” is cute and explains the story in four words, 
which is all you can ask for in a headline.
2. Albany News - Somebody’s type/What’s the 
buzz/Can you hear me now?: “You’re always some-
body’s type” was one of my favorite entries. It 
makes you think but also works perfectly with the 
photo and subhed.
3. Elgin Courier - Three Elgin Neighbors All See-
ing Double/Wild-Cats Win/The Curious Case of (Not 
Against) Rick Perry: I liked the use of different fonts 
and colors in the football story. Editorial headline 
was the best of all op-ed entries I saw. Thought pro-
voking and made me want to read the column.
4. Glen Rose Reporter - Love at first bite: I enjoyed 
the food theme, and “Love at first bite” is one those 
simple yet always-effective puns.

Division 9
1. Westlake Picayune - Hit the brakes/How great 
are these lakes/Will Dodgeball deliver: I thought the 
two sports headlines here were really strong, both 
in how clever they were and in getting across the 
point through the use of a good subhead.
2. Lake Travis View - Chief of change/Talent 

pool runs deep for couple/Keys to success: “Chief of 
change” was nice in its alliteration, but didn’t have 
a ton of impact. The other two were really clever, 
without being too on the nose as far as puns. 
3. Lynn County News - Big Bang Theory/We’ve 
been everywhere, man!/It’s a Wonderful Life: I 
like that you included something different with 
the story about where the paper has been photo-
graphed, though it was a lot to take in at the top 
of the story.
4. West Kerr Current - Wrestling gets .../Bulldogs 
take .../Shocking new ...: Your sports headlines were 
really nice, accurate while still clever. The third 
one about the venison was clever but it didn’t re-
ally get the point across right away and read a little 
bit like an ad. 

Division 10
1. The Van Horn Advocate - ‘Really?/Bird’s Eye 
View: Clever and nice layout.
2. Red Oak Record: Solid pun use.
3. Clarendon Enterprise - Here kitty... /Judgement 
Day/Pear of Pickers: The kitty one is definitely a 
“Hey Martha” headline even though it’s a little bit 
in bad taste. 
4. The Presidio International - Mayor seeks to 
darken the night sky/Racing to meet the light/Polls 
opened Monday in ‘Somewhere County’: Solid effort 
on all entries. 
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BY DEREK KUHN
dkuhn@tylerpaper.com

P
rofessional wrestling and
Texas have a storied his-
tory with two families —
the Funks from Amarillo
and the Von Erichs from

Dallas — being at the forefront of
the squared-circle. The Funks are
still training wrestlers and promot-
ing shows in the panhandle, while
tragedy notoriously befell the Von
Erichs in the late ’80s and early ’90s,
making it difficult for the family to
continue on the wrestling tradition.

Although those dynasties led the
scene, there were many more fam-
ilies and individuals who con-
tributed to this cultural
phenomenon, including one East
Texas family that is still grappling
with “the business.”

The Overton-based Andrews
posse is a family of multi-genera-
tional professional wrestlers who
are doing what they can to preserve
their way of life in the World
Wrestling Entertainment era. 

IN THE BEGINNING
The Andrews’ relationship with

pro wrestling began in 1980 when
Galen Carpenter, whose ring name
is Gen. Von Kessler, broke into “the
business.” 

Galen, a Korean War veteran
who served with the U.S. Army’s
First Infantry Division, said he was
initially offered free gear and train-
ing with the Funks, but his wife at
the time convinced him not to pur-
sue a career in pro wrestling.

Years later, when he was 40,
Galen decided to become a pro

wrestler — defying people who
said he was too old.

Though he was by far the oldest
in his class, Galen and one other
out of a group of 30 survived the
training at John “Ivan the Terrible”
Shaw’s pro wrestling school. Shaw,
who was renowned for wrestling
circus bears in the ’50s and ’60s, ran
the school while his trainers han-
dled the day-to-day instruction.
Galen said Black Bart was his pri-
mary trainer.

After finishing the school,
Galen went on to wrestle for 15

years until he retired from pro
wrestling due to the rigors of “the
business.”

“The first question everyone
asks me is ‘is it fake?’” Galen said.
“I got a broke right foot, a broke
right leg, five ribs on my right side,

four on my left side, a herniated,
ruptured and deteriorated disc in
my back, my right shoulder has
been broken three times, my left
shoulder has been broken two

“To be the man, you gotta beat
the man!”

 “NATURE BOY” RIC FLAIR

Quotables Shutterbugs
can submit

their own
pics to be

featured in
YES!  See
more on

page 2B. 

A PICTURE’S  WORTH ...

YES!B

POSITIVE PERSPECTIVES

AFFIRM. INSPIRE. CELEBRATE.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2014

Smile
The Dachshund is
bold, curious and 
always up for adventure.
He likes to hunt and dig, 
tracking by scent and going to
ground after game. It is good
with children in his own family. The
modern name Dachshund means
simply badger (dachs) dog (hund)
in German. These tenacious
hunters would follow their
quarry, enter its burrow, pull it
out and kill it. 

TYLERPAPER.COM © 2014, Tyler Morning Telegraph

The YES! section is about YOU and
what you can share to affirm, inspire and
celebrate.

We’re looking for contributors for all
aspects of YES!, including the center-
piece’s focus on an inspirational person,
the Happiness Happens column, Shout
Outs and What Makes You Happy. Con-
sider this section as a clearinghouse for
positive thinking.

Send contributions — and a photo of
yourself, too — to yes@tylerpaper.com.

We look forward to your contribu-
tions!

HAPPINESS HAPPENS

HOW TO CONTRIBUTE

DEREK KUHN/STAFF

OVERTON RESIDENT AND PROFESSIONAL WRESTLER “Cowboy” Mike Andrews performs an elbow drop
on Max Muscle at a charity wrestling show on Saturday at the Leonard Elementary School gymnasium in front
of a crowd of about 50 people in Leonard. Find more photos from the show in Sunday’s Discover section.

FORMER PROFESSIONAL WRESTLER GALEN CARPENTER standing,
who wrestled under the name Gen. Von Kessler, and his son pro wrestler
“Cowboy” Mike Andrews pose for a photo in Mike’s backyard ring on  Dec.
7 in Overton. The Andrews’are a family of multigenerational Texas pro
wrestlers. Mike and other members of his family are doing what they can
to preserve independent pro wrestling. 

There’s no business
like throw business

BEAUMONT NATIVE AND ASPIRINGGRAPPLER Wes Watkins per-
forms a corner splash on his instructor professional wrestler “Cowboy”
Mike Andrews during a training session in Mike’s backyard ring on Dec. 7
in Overton. 

Pro wrestling
runs deep in
ETexas family

KENNETH DEAN
kdean@tylerpaper.com

Acts of  kindness show cops are people too
Lately, the men and women in

blue have taken a bashing as na-
tional stories have painted po-

lice, in many cases justifiably, in a
negative light, but acts, such as the
one Kilgore Police Sgt. Vance Calla-
han performed Tuesday, show police
have hearts.

Callahan, an 8-year veteran with
the department, responded to the
Whataburger restaurant on North
Henderson Boulevard after the man-

agement called about a person who
stole orange juice and left the build-
ing.

Assistant Chief Roman Roberson
said Callahan located the person
quickly, walked him back to the store
for identification, but instead of hand-
cuffs, he showed the man some com-
passion.

A customer, who watched the
events unfold, paid for the orange
juice and the management did not

pursue charges.
The story could have ended there,

but Callahan wanted to know why the
man had taken the beverage, and
when the man explained he was des-
titute and had not eaten in several
days, the officer jumped at the
chance to help.

“He bought the man his breakfast
and talked to him. It was a simple act,

COLUMN  >> PAGE 2B

WRESTLERS  >> PAGE 2B

By JAMES DRAPER
news1@kilgorenewsherald.com

When a thief hijacked his Harley 
July 15, Jonathan Cornett was heart-
broken, doubtful he’d ever see ‘Big 
Baby’ again.

The 2001 Softail Standard Har-
ley Davidson was sitting pretty that 
Tuesday, minding its own business 
on the Longview campground where 
dad was staying.

With a roaring wail, the bike disap-
peared, kidnapped.

“My neighbors heard it fire up and 
take off ” about 4 p.m., Cornett said. 
He went immediately to Facebook 
with a ‘Have You Seen Me’ listing on 
the East Texas Bikers page. “I made 
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KILGOROUND
BILL WOODALL

“YOU MUST LIVE in the 
present, launch yourself 
on every wave, find your 
eternity in each moment.”

– Henry David Thoreau
¥

WHILE RELUCTANT TO 
STEAL any thunder from 

the sports 
depart-
ment, 
we feel 
compelled 
to point 
out that 
Kilgore’s 
Bulldogs 

have eight days to sleep 
late before football  “two-
a-days” practice begins 
Monday, August 4.

THAT seems early but, 
by comparison, the Lady 
Bulldog volleyballers – 
who also start practice 
August 4 – can play their 
first scrimmage the week 
of August 11.

IN other words, if you’re 
still planning your summer 
vacation, you should hurry.

¥
WE WISH we’d seen 

“Noises Off” earlier in the 
Shakespeare Festival sea-
son so we could have told 
you early: buy your tickets.

BUT, alas, the Festival 
season has come and 
gone and many of you 
tragically missed a ridicu-
lously funny farce.

¥
WELCOME home to 

East Texas, John Cunyus, 
and congratulations on 
your new posting as 
pastor at First Christian 
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SPORTS: A former Kilgore 
football standout helped 
his team win the 2014 
THSCA All-Star Game.

See Page 8A

SHOPPING SMART:  Look 
inside for money-savings 
specials from CVS Pharmacy, 
J.C. Penney, Pat Anderson Furniture, 
Walgreens and Walmart.

LINEWith 
immigration at 
the Mexican border 
capturing people’s atten-
tions across the country, 
Lorie Cox is doing what she 
can to prevent the issue from 
reaching Kilgore.

Cox wants the city to adopt 
a resolution refusing federal re-
quests to provide housing, pro-
cessing or detention of “any illegal 
aliens designated refugee or otherwise.”

She hopes to see the resolution on a 
future city council agenda.

The resolution first passed by League 
City provides the template Cox used 
to write the resolution she presented. 
A resolution allows the 
city to send a message 
to the citizens, letting 
them know the city 
and its leaders will 
protect them, she said.

Cox also presented 
the resolution to at 
Rusk County Com-
missioners Court July 
21. Her goal is that the 
City of Kilgore, Rusk 
and Gregg Counties 
adopt the resolution 

with no changes.
Rusk County 

Judge Joel Hale 
said he passed the res-

olution on to his commissioners and 
they would make a decision whether 
to place it on the Aug. 5 agenda as an 

action item.
Rhonda Anderson, 

who has been working 
with Cox and others 
around the country to 
pass resolutions to “pro-
tect” individual com-
munities, is planning to 
present the same resolu-
tion to Gregg County 
Commissioners Court 
or to Precinct 2 County 
Commissioner Darryl 
Primo specifically. “I just 

want to be proactive,” 
she said.

“The U.S. Consti-
tution upholds the Texas 
Constitution in their job 
to protect us, and when the 
federal government fails to 
do that, then we rely on our 
local and state government to 

LINELINELINE
where's
THE

?By 
CHELSEA
KATZ

With flood of
immigrants
across Texas
border, area
activists push
officials to 
limit access

Dude in drag skirts offense
By JAMES DRAPER

news1@kilgorenewsherald.com

A would-be cowgirl was out-of-luck 
at a downtown retailer this week when 
his unwanted advances and harassment 
got him the boot and a harsh reprimand 

from Kilgore police.
At first, “We thought this was a joke,” 

says Lucky Cowgirl Boutique employee 
Sierra Wiseman, the initial calls starting 
about 11 a.m. Tuesday – a high-pitched 
voice on the phone asked her to put some-
one to work for the day with chores in 

the store. “I’m expecting a kid to come.” 
When the door opened soon after, about 
11:45, “A 50-year-old man walks across 
(the room). He is decked out in leather. 
He comes in, has a collar on, a leash. It was 
just creepy. Very, very freaky.”

Clad in knee-high red leather boots, gar-
ters and stockings, a skirt, leather jacket, 
black wig and make-up (besides the col-
lar), the man was apparently acting out a 
fantasy as he made the rounds of several 

KFD Capt. Michael Stanley helps 
Lindsey Carpenter try on firefight-
ing equipment during First Christian 
Church's Special Needs VBS. Page 1B

CHURCH STAGES SPECIAL NEEDS VBS

See WARNING, Page 5A

"I think he got the message that he needs to 
‘cease and desist’ ... It might not be illegal, but 
it definitely does cause alarm." Sgt. Richard Stanley
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photo by
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Texas 
Shakespeare 
Festival cast 
members 
rev up the 
audience 
Tuesday night 
during the 
company's 
second 
annual 
Talent 
Showcase.

SEE PAGE 8B

By JAMES DRAPER
news1@kilgorenewsherald.com

The flow of water service 
negotiations between Kilgore 
and Longview was practically 
cut off in late June, but local 
elected officials’ workshop 
discussion trended in favor of 
the deal Tuesday night.

Water once again domi-
nated a capital improvement 
back-and-forth between 
Kilgore Council Mem-
bers and their public works 
chiefs, the city’s engineers 
looking for direction on how 
best to rectify ongoing and 
anticipated problems.

Attempting to forecast 

Engineers plumb
depths of three
water solutionsTwo months since storm, residual

curbside tree debris irks council

Waste Not

See WATER, Page 6ASee MOTORCYCLE, Page 5A

See BORDER, Page 6A

I Want My Big Baby Back: Officer recovers stolen cycle

By JAMES DRAPER
news1@kilgorenewsherald.com

Tuesday night’s task was to pick an out-
side contractor for mowing and landscap-
ing of select public greens, but Kilgore 
City Council members’ discussion shifted 
to greenery of a different sort.

Or, rather, ‘brownery’ at this point: more 

See DEBRIS, Page 3A
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By Chad Engbrock
news@wylienews.com

Honoring our past, embrac-
ing our present, planning our fu-
ture.  That’s the newly adopted 
mission statement for the city of 
Wylie.

The statement became offi-
cial at last week’s regular coun-
cil meeting. City manager Min-

dy Manson said she was pleased 
with the end result, stating that 
many times developing a mis-
sion statement is a lengthy pro-
cess. She said that, in this case, 
the final statement was agreed 
upon in a much quicker fashion.

The strategic goals used in de-
veloping the statement included 
health, safety, well-being, com-
munity focused government, 

economic growth, workforce, 
culture, planning management 
and financial health. Part of the 
vision stated in the resolution 
includes the city’s ability to 
build on its heritage, celebrating 
Wylie’s hometown character 
and creating economic opportu-
nities within the community.

The resolution was devel-
oped because the city council 

“believe that a vision and direc-
tion must be established for the 
continued success of the com-
munity.”

In other business during the 
council meeting the city ap-
proved a replat of two lots lo-
cated in the northwest corner of 
Hwy. 78 and FM 544, between

See ATMOS page 8A

Photo by Chad Engbrock

Junior Mayor for a day
Christopher Whitney served as Junior Mayor of the 
Day and was recognized by Mayor Eric Hogue at Wy-
lie’s city council meeting last week.

Friday wreck claims the lives of two
Accident still under 

investigation
By Julie Taylor

Staff Writer
news@murphymonitor.com

At 5:17 p.m. Friday, May 16, a one-
vehicle accident occurred near the inter-
section of FM 544 and Brand Road on 

the western edge of Murphy. The three 
occupants of the vehicle appeared to be 
ejected from the vehicle upon impact, 
Murphy Police Chief G.M. Cox said. 
Two of the occupants died from inju-
ries sustained in the accident. The third 
victim is in critical condition at an area 
hospital, he said.

“The FM 544 intersection with Brand 
St. is near the Kansas City Southern rail-
road tracks,” Cox said. “And, because of 

the car’s momentum when the driver lost 
control, the vehicle caused some damage 
to the railroad tracks. No trains, howev-
er, were involved in the accident.”

The deceased victims have been iden-
tified as Justin T. Willford, 20, of the 
1000 block of S. Maxwell Creek in Mur-
phy, and Thomas G. Allen, Jr., 20, of the 
200 block of Lake Travis Dr., in Wylie. 
The third occupant had not been identi-
fied as of press time.

“I can tell you he is a Wylie resident 
and was born in 1993,” Cox said.

The accident is still under investiga-
tion, but speed may have been a factor, 
Cox said. The accident was caused when 
the driver lost control of the vehicle and 
hit a guardrail, sliding sideways, landing 
on the railroad tracks west of FM 544 
near the intersection with Brand Road.

“Investigating officers are speculating 
that seat belts were not worn by any of 

the occupants,” he said. “That may have 
played a role in the severity of the out-
come.”

While train traffic was delayed at the 
affected intersection to accommodate 
the investigation and to repair the tracks, 
at this time, the scene has been cleared 
for resumption of vehicular traffic flow, 
and the train tracks have been declared 
safe for train use. 

See PHOTOS page 8A

Where 
there’s 
smoke, 

there’s ire

Past, present, future adopted by Wylie

 “Salute to Heroes” Memorial Day

Tibbals Elementa-
ry had their Field 
Day  Friday, May 

16, which included 
several outdoor 
games, bounce 

houses and water 
games. Pictured, 

third-grader Dan 
Le (right) helps 

fellow classmates 
Vivian Nguyen 
(left) and Ellee 
Marsh cool off 

before playing one 
of the water games.

Photo by Julie Taylor

Field 
Day 
Fun

By Chad Engbrock
news@csmediatexas.com

Wylie now has a new smoking 
ordinance and will look at how 
it affects other parts of the com-
munity in a future workshop.

At the May 13 council meet-
ing, the change to the city’s 
smoking ordinance caused the 
most discussion including a 
comment from a downtown 
business owner. Posts on The 
Wylie News’ Facebook account 
brought even more opinions 
about the need for the ordinance 
to cover the city’s restaurants.

The amended ordinance, as 
approved, restricts smoking 
and tobacco use in city-owned 
property, facilities and parks and 
prohibits the sale of electronic 
cigarettes, e-cigarettes and liq-
uid nicotine to minors.  The or-
dinance had already prohibited 
smoking and tobacco use in city 
vehicles. Public primary and

See COUNCIL page 4A

From staff reports
news@wylienews.com

The city of Wylie will host its 5th Annual Sa-
lute to Heroes in Olde City Park on Memorial 
Day, Monday May 26. The day’s events will 
feature both a morning program and a noon pro-
gram.

The commemorative event is also hosted by 
the American Legion Hale-Combest Post #315, 
Wylie and includes a presentation of Blue Star 
Banners to families with loved ones serving in 
the U.S. Armed Forces.

The morning ceremony begins at 7:45 a.m. 
with a Half Staff Flag presentation. Former May-
or John Mondy, Becky Welch and Chuck Flesch 
will be the featured speakers. 

Welch’s husband, 1st Lt. Robert F. Welch III, 
was killed in action in Afghanistan on April 3, 
2011.

The East Fork Masonic Lodge will serve a 
pancake breakfast at the Bart Peddicord Center 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. until 10 a.m.

See REMEMBERING page 2A

“... a vision and 
direction must 
be established 

for the continued 
success of the 
community.”

– City Manager, 
Mindy Manson

American Legion Honor Guard members 
return the flag to full staff during last 
years Salute to Heroes event that honors 
all patriots.

Lake Lavon Levels
Normal – 492

480.54
as of 05/19/14 

Lake Jim Chapman
Normal 440 – Current 433.10 
Source: US Army Corps of Engineers

Memorial Day early 
deadlines announced

The News office will be 
closed on Monday, May 26 in 
observance of Memorial Day. 
Deadlines for submitted ar-
ticles will be as follows: Class-
ieds, Friday at noon; Weddings/
Engagments and advertising, 
Wednesday at 4 p.m. 

Please feel free to contact 
The News office if you have any 
questions at 972-442-5515. 

Wylie Fire-Rescue needs 
community support

Do you appreciate the work 
that the Wylie Fire-Rescue De-
partment does? Has a friend or 
family member ever benefitted 
from their services? Do you 
want to give back to your com-
munity?  3A

DIVISION 5, 1ST PLACE

Last week, two early-morning 
burglaries were reported to the Cul-
berson County Sheriff’s Offi ce. Upon 
investigation and cooperation from the 
public, Bruce Wayne Hancock, 49, 
of Anton, Tex., was arrested for fel-
ony theft, burglary and lottery fraud. 

According to Sheriff Oscar Car-
rillo, the Exxon on East Broadway and 
the Van Horn Car Wash were each bur-
glarized on consecutive days. Mr. Car-
rillo said that the perpetrators had by-
passed the alarm system at the Exxon 
and stole lottery tickets and cigarettes.

The following day, a person or per-
sons manipulated the motion detector 
system at the car wash on West Broad-
way and entered the offi ce building. 

The offender broke into the money 
exchange machine and pilfered tools, 

money and a large air compressor.
“Burglaries are not common 

in Van Horn,” said Mr. Carrillo. 
“We knew we were dealing with a 
person who had expertise in disman-
tling and bypassing alarm systems.”

Investigators reviewed hours of 
video surveillance footage at local 
businesses to try and stitch together 
a profi le of the suspect(s).  The video 
footage yielded one potential suspect 
that led to the arrest of Mr. Hancock, 
who may be linked to both crimes.

Mr. Hancock was working for a 
subcontractor at the rest areas near 
Sierra Blanca, and he apparently 
spend his leisurely time in Van Horn. 

He remains in custody pend-
ing the posting of $20,000 in bonds.

Man arrested for burglarizing Exxon 
and car wash last week

‘REALLY?’

That’s the question some residents are asking in the Van Horn Addition behind the Pilot/Flying J Truck Stop.  As the photo shows, a few yellow 
re� ectors were installed on these concrete barriers, but several of the re� ectors have come o  .  The re� ectors appear to have been glued on using a 
silicone caulking. See other photos on page 8 to get better perspective of the situation between the residents of this subdivision and the 18-wheelers 
using the Pilot Truck Stop. Mayor Glenn Humpries said during the council meeting on Tuesday that Pilot/Flying J o�  cials are willing to work with 
the  Town  of  Van Horn for a permanent solution to the hazardous driving conditions that currently exist on Firebush Street.

The Town of Van Horn city coun-
cil on Tuesday selected Source Envi-
ronmental Sciences, Inc., a Houston-
based fi rm, for the municipal solid 
waste permit process for reopening 
the landfill at a cost of $19,600.

The council rejected a bid in 
the amount of $94,700 from Parkhill 
Smith & Cooper, an engineering fi rm 
with offi ces in several West Texas 
cities. Parkhill representatives had 
previously made presentations at 
council meetings about helping the 
city maneuver the permit process 
through the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ). Af-
ter a short discussion, council mem-
bers decided to go with the lower 
bid from Source Environmental, not 
solely based upon the dollar amount, 
but also because the fi rm has estab-
lished a solid reputation for quality 
work with the Town of Van Horn, 
said Dion Corralez, Utility Manager.

According to City Administra-
tor Fran Malafronte, the city will 
hire Source Environmental as the 
general contractor, and the city will 
pay for the firm’s subcontractor 
work. If Parkhill had been hired, it 
would have served as general con-
tractor and the fi rm would have hired 
and paid for subcontracting work.

Council 
picks firm 
for landfill 
permitting

BY ROBERT MORALES

Richard Monroe 
Koehn, Sr., of Van 
Horn and Fort 
Worth, passed away 
on Oct. 1, 2014, as 
the result of a car-
diac arrest after his 

morning run.  He was surrounded 
by his loving and caring wife, Kaye 
Sommer Koehn, and family mem-
bers.  Richard was born in Mathis, 
Texas on Oct. 18, 1941 to the late 
Velda and Alfred Koehn.  

He was raised in Orange Grove, 
Tex., and spent his childhood learn-
ing to love God and care for His 
creation on his parents’ farm.  He 
graduated from Orange Grove High 
School where he was an athlete, a band 
member and an Eagle Scout.  While 
attending Texas Lutheran College, he 
played football and graduated with a 
B.S. in Biology.  Before starting his 
career as a Texas rancher, he taught 
high school biology and coached 
football for Schertz-Cibolo ISD.

Richard married the love of his 
life, Kaye, on Aug. 19, 1967, and 
they were blessed to celebrate over 47 
years of marriage and three wonder-
ful children.  Shortly after marrying, 
Richard and Kaye moved to Van Horn, 
where he began his 40-plus years of 
cattle ranching and farming.  Through 
the years, he ranched in Culberson, 
Hudspeth, El Paso and Erath coun-
ties.  Nothing could bring a smile 
to his face more quickly than a nice 
dark rain cloud or telling you about 
the specifi cs of each cow in his herd.  

His love of athletics continued 
until the time he left this earth, through 
cycling and running.  He also gave 
back much to his community.  He 
served as county commissioner for 
Culberson County.  He was a mem-
ber and past President of Rotary and 
an active member of the First United 
Methodist Church of Van Horn.  
More recently he attended Faith Lu-
theran Church of Fort Worth, where 
Kaye and Richard had been married.   

Richard is survived by his wife, 
Kaye; son Richard Koehn, Jr. and 
his wife Lacey of Corpus Christi; 
daughter Kellye Gregory and her 
husband David of Houston; daughter 
Allison Ledet and husband Aaron of 
Wassenaar, Netherlands; grandchil-
dren Joseph, John and Molly Ledet 
and Macy and Lillian Gregory.  He 
is also survived by his brother Mor-
ris Koehn of Seguin; aunt Jewell 
Driggers of Houston; mother-in-
law Wilda Sommer of Fort Worth; 
aunt Wanda Ordile of Fort Worth; 
brother and sister-in-law Debbie and 
Craig Sommer of Austin and numer-
ous cousins, nieces and nephews.

Richard was a loving and stead-
fast husband, father, grandfather, 
brother, uncle and friend.  He will 
forever be in our hearts and has left us 
with strong memories and fuller souls.

A memorial service will be held at 
Faith Lutheran Church in Fort Worth 
on Saturday, Oct. 4, 2014, at 2 p.m.  
There will be a reception at the church 
following the service.  He will be laid to 
rest on his beloved ranch in Van Horn. 

In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests that you please consider 
honoring Richard’s memory with 
a contribution to Faith Lutheran 
Church, 4551 Boulevard South-
west, Fort Worth, Texas, 76116 
or a charity of your choosing. 

Richard Koehn, 
longtime VH 
rancher, dies 
at age 72

Video surveillance screen capture, 
courtesy Sheri� ’s O�  ce.

AUSTIN – The Texas Workforce 
Commission (TWC) announced this 
week the launch of the High Demand 
Job Training Program, a $1 million 
program to support collaborations 
between Workforce Solutions part-
ners and local economic develop-
ment councils (EDCs) to create oc-
cupational job training programs to 
improve the skill sets of individuals 
for jobs in high-demand occupations 
in their communities. 

“Through this partnership be-
tween Texas Workforce Solutions 
and local EDCs, TWC will leverage 
resources necessary for high-demand 
job training in expanding industries in 
Texas and strengthen partnerships with 

local communities and employers,” 
said TWC Chairman Andres Alcantar. 

EDCs are statutorily authorized 
to spend local economic develop-
ment sales tax funds for job train-
ing. Through the High Demand 
Job Training Program, TWC will 
provide matching funds to local 
workforce development boards to 
partner with EDCs that are allocating 
local funds to job training projects.  

“The Texas economic develop-
ment sales tax is an important tool 
for more than 500 communities 
across Texas to attract jobs and create 
wealth,” said Texas Economic Devel-
opment Council President and CEO 
Carlton Schwab. “This collaboration 

between Texas Workforce Solutions 
and local economic development orga-
nizations is a win-win for employers, 
jobseekers and the local communities.” 

Through this program, the 
28 local workforce development 
boards will be able to apply for up to 
$75,000 to match the amount com-
mitted by local EDCs for the next two 
years and while funds are available.

“This incentive program will help 
increase access to necessary training 
for job-seekers and ultimately help 
connect them to employment in one 
of Texas’ many growing industries,” 
said TWC Commissioner Repre-
senting Labor Ronny Congleton.

Local workforce development 

boards may use grant funding to 
support high-demand, job-training 
activities and related direct costs, in-
cluding individual participant recruit-
ment, skills assessment, job search 
skills improvement, equipment and 
minor renovation of facilities used 
for program-related job training.

“This program will strengthen 
the relationship between our local 
Workforce Solutions and their lo-
cal economic development entities 
across the state, ultimately providing 
our Texas employers with the skilled 
and ready workforce they need,” 
said TWC Commissioner Repre-
senting Employers Hope Andrade.

TWC launches high-demand job-training program

Recently, Justice Court Judge Rita 
Carrasco awarded plaintiff Robert Mo-
rales damages in the amount of $4,700 
plus court costs against defendant Juan 
Corral in a breach of contract lawsuit.

The plaintiff alleged that defen-
dant not only breached a construction 
renovation contract, but that Corral had 
been negligent in hiring inept and un-
qualifi ed subcontractors. Plaintiff also 
alleged that defendant Corral’s work 
was defective and unworkmanlike.

According to the plaintiff’s tes-
timony, defendant Corral was hired 
to remove a bathtub and install a new 
shower and other work. Plaintiff ar-
gued that the defendant’s work took 
much longer than what was promised. 
The tile work, the plaintiff said, was 
extremely poor in quality, and that 
the only remedy would be to remove 
all the tile and start from scratch.

Plaintiff provided several exhibits 
to the court, which apparently aided 
the judge in reaching her decision.

“This is a good lesson in pick-
ing so-called contractors for expen-
sive renovations,” said Morales. “It 
was an expensive lesson, and my 
advice is that before you hire some-
one to do any type of work at your 
house, first know whether they’re 
licensed, and then ask for references.”

PLAINTIFF 
AWARDED 

DAMAGES IN 
BREACH OF 

CONTRACT CASE

With Windows 10, it’s almost as 
if Microsoft so desperately wanted to 
distance itself from Windows 8 that 
it skipped an entire version number.

Perhaps that’s being too harsh. 
Microsoft likely has some legitimate 
reasons for leaping past Windows 
9 entirely — though it failed to 
really make the case during Win-
dows 10’s announcement today.

But more surprising than Win-
dows 10’s name is the fact that so 
much of what’s new in the OS is 
meant to appease users dissatisfi ed 
with Windows 8’s touchscreen focus. 
Microsoft’s new product is aimed at 
the keyboard and mouse crew. How-
ever, it isn’t forgetting about some of 
the progress it made with Windows 8.
The Start Menu is back!

Since Windows 95, Microsoft 
has trained Windows users to head to 
the Start Menu button on the bottom-
left of their screen. But in Windows 

8, Microsoft changed the Windows 
experience entirely by replacing the 
Start Menu with the Start Screen, a 
full-screen launcher with Live Tiles 
(carried over from Windows Phone).

While the Start Screen was ideal 
for touchscreens, it was more dif-
fi cult to navigate for users with key-
boards and mice. You had to mouse 
to different corners of the screen to 
bring up options and to reach the 
Start Screen, which just felt un-
necessarily complicated. Microsoft 
ended up adding a Start button in 
the Windows 8.1, but that just sent 
you right back to the Start Screen.

After countless user complaints, 
it’s not a huge surprise to see Microsoft 
resurrect the Start Menu in Windows 
10. It’s also integrated with Live Tiles, 
so it looks like a weird hybrid of the 
Windows 8 Start Screen and the tra-
ditional Start Menu from Windows 7.

A new “Continuum” feature 

will also switch up the Start button 
functionality depending on if you’re 
using your computer with a tablet 
or with a keyboard and mouse. It’s 
primarily meant for devices like the 
Surface and Lenovo’s Yoga line, 
which can be used as both laptops 
and tablets. Once you enable tablet 
mode, the Start button will send 
you to a screen with bigger buttons, 
similar to the Windows 8 Start Screen.
Windows 8 (Metro) apps can now 
run in Windows

Oh sweet irony — Microsoft is fi -
nally getting around to putting its Win-
dows 8 “Metro” apps in actual win-
dows. Previously, Windows 8 apps ran 
in a full screen mode, or you could de-
vote slices of your screen to those apps.

Microsoft’s approach to Win-
dows 8 apps felt more like an attempt 
to recreate iOS’s fullscreen app 
approach, rather than evolving the 
interface its customers are familiar 
with. Microsoft also made it diffi cult 
to use Windows 8 apps alongside 
traditional desktop Windows apps.

With Windows 10, you’ll be 
able to organize those fancy new 
apps just like any other Windows 
software. They’ll have title bars, 
and you’re free to resize them as 
much as you’d like. Finally, it will 
make sense for keyboard and mouse 
users to actually run Metro apps.
Windows 10 is made for multi-
taskers

There was a lot of talk about 
“experienced” Windows users during 
today’s unveiling, whereas I can’t 
remember Microsoft ever mention-
ing its fans when discussing Win-
dows 8. Several features throughout 
Windows 10 are entirely devoted to 

more hardcore users: A new “task 
view” will let you set up different 
desktops for different uses (for ex-
ample, you may use a different setup 
at home than you do at school or 
work); the Start Menu’s search bar is 
more powerful, with integrated web 
searching; and even the lowly com-
mand line gets a few upgrades (you 
can fi nally copy and paste directories 
using the CTRL + V command!).

I know plenty of Windows users 
who stuck with Windows 7 because 
it fi t their workfl ow best. They didn’t 
need the Start Screen or any of the 
new features in Windows 8. Windows 
10 seems expressly built for them.

Windows 10 is Microsoft’s big apology for Windows 8

Windows 10 Start Menu, courtesy Microsoft

By Devindra Hardawar, VentureBeat

SEE LANDFILL, PAGE  4

SEE WINDOWS, PAGE  4
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Results of the Lotto Texas
drawing Wednesday night:
■ Winning numbers drawn:

4-10-13-25-34-41
■ Number matching six of six:

0.
■ Number matching five of six:

15. Prize: $1,676.
■ Number matching four of

six: 795. Prize: $47.
■ Number matching three of

six: 16,033. Prize: $3.
■ Estimated jackpot for Sat-

urday night drawing: $6.5
million.

THURSDAY’S
TEXAS TWO STEP

1-7-15-26 (24)
--------------------------------

CASH 5
18-23-28-30-33

PICK 3 DAY
7-2-9

--------------------------------

PICK 3 NIGHT
4-1-5

--------------------------------

DAILY 4 DAY
0-4-8-6

--------------------------------

DAILY 4 NIGHT
2-9-7-5

More than 100 show up
for March for Life event

BY JESSICA RODRIGO
JRODRIGO@VICAD.COM

Frigid and windy weather is a small
sacrifice to represent
those who have no
voice, said Veronica Pe-
draza.

She and her husband,
Augie, were among
more than 100 people
who made the 27th an-
nual March for Life walk
from DeLeon Plaza to
Our Lady of Sorrows
Catholic Church on
Thursday night.

Arrested
■ VICTORIA – A 52-year-old Victoria

man by officers Wednesday on sus-
picion of driving without a valid
license.

■ VICTORIA – A 24-year-old Victoria
man by officers Wednesday on sus-
picion of assault causing bodily in-
jury to a family member.

■ VICTORIA – A 49-year-old Victoria
man by officers Wednesday on sus-
picion of possession of a controlled
substance in a drug-free zone and
tampering with physical evidence
with intent to impair.

■ VICTORIA – A 43-year-old Cuero
man by deputies Wednesday on
suspicion of manufacturing and
delivery of a controlled substance
and a Class C misdemeanor.

CHALLENGED WITH LOVE
5K color run
planned for
athletes with
special needs

Miss Victoria
dedicates time
to help children
BY BIANCA R. MONTES
BMONTES@VICAD.COM

Miss Victoria Emilia Ureste said she learned a
valuable life lesson while fulfilling her platform –
when life gets hard, don’t
give up.

Because Emilia, 17,
wants to be a neonatal
nurse in the future, she’ll
be heading to Texas Tech
University in the fall to be-
gin working toward her
degree. She dedicated her
platform to children and
chose to work with South
Texas Assessment and
Referral Services.

The clinic serves children born prematurely as

BEAUTY QUEEN

■ VICTORIA – Katrina Marie Garcia,
35, of Victoria, by deputies Wednes-
day on a warrant charging her with
violation of probation in a possession
of a controlled substance case and
on suspicion of manufacturing and
delivery of a controlled substance in
a drug-free zone, possession of mar-
ijuana and a Class C misdemeanor.

■ VICTORIA – A 37-year-old Victoria
woman by deputies Wednesday on
suspicion of possession of a con-
trolled substance and a Class C mis-
demeanor.

■ VICTORIA – Roberto Moreno II, 25,
of Victoria, by deputies Wednesday
on a warrant charging him with vi-
olation of probation in a possession
of a controlled substance case.

■ VICTORIA – Matthew Joseph
Pressler, 32, of Victoria, by deputies

Wednesday on a warrant charging
him with violation of probation in a
fraud possession of a controlled sub-
stance or prescription case.

■ VICTORIA – Pedro Rodriquez Jr., 48,
of Victoria, by deputies Wednesday
on a warrant charging him with as-
sault causing bodily injury.

■ VICTORIA – Ariel Dawn Whelan, 23,
of Victoria, by deputies Wednesday
on a warrant charging her with vi-
olation of probation in a possession
of a controlled substance case and
on suspicion of manufacturing and
delivery of a controlled substance in
a drug-free zone, possession of a
controlled substance in a drug-free
zone and a Class C misdemeanor.

SEE POLICE&COURTS, B2

SEE STARS, B3

BY CAROLINA ASTRAIN
CASTRAIN@VICAD.COM

Keeping her son active has been
Blake-Leigh Jackson’s objective since he
was diagnosed with autism at age 3.

“It helps with his fine and gross motor
skills,” Jackson, 43, said.

In between dribbles on the basketball
court, Parker Jackson, 10, stopped by the
sidelines to give his mother a kiss on the
cheek.

“It’s comfort to him,” Jackson said. “Es-
pecially in loud settings, he seeks it out

more.”
The services and facilities available to

Parker in Victoria have been a blessing to
her family, Jackson said.

On Saturday, the Victoria East High
School soccer booster club is hosting Col-
or Me Courageous, a 5K fun run and walk
benefiting the Challenged Athletes Dream
Complex at Riverside Park.

The complex is one of several local re-
sources Parker uses to stay healthy, his

IF YOU GO
■ WHAT: Color Me

Courageous 5K
■ WHEN: 8 a.m. Saturday
■ WHERE: Challenged

Athletes Dream Complex,
3105 N. Vine St.

■ COST: The early registration
date has passed. Late
registration will be accepted
at $45 per person.

FRANK TILLEY/
FTILLEY@VICAD.COM

Ten-year-old Parker
Jackson has a special

relationship with his
mother, who

home-schools her son.
Parker is autistic and

faces unique challenges
like other challenged
children who want to

participate in athletics.
Parker is extremely

affectionate and finds
comfort in a soft touch

of his mother’s hair or a
quick whisper.

PEOPLE

SEE CHALLENGED, B6

COMING
SATURDAY
See a preview of
the 2014 Queen
Victoria Pageant in
Saturday’s Victoria
Advocate.

Residents participate
in walk to support rights
of unborn babies despite
cold, windy weather

IAN TERRY/ITERRY@VICAD.COM
Dana Ramirez, of Victoria, center, waits at DeLeon Plaza to begin a pro-life march in
Victoria. “I almost didn’t come because of the weather,” Ramirez said, “But just
imagining all the lights was a nice vision. I’m glad I came.”

COMING
SATURDAY
Read about
the
anniversary of
Roe v. Wade
in the Faith
section of the
Victoria
Advocate.

SEE MARCH, B6

��� �� ���� ��

��� ������� �� ��������� ����� ��

��� ������ �� ������ �� ����� ��

������� ��������� �����������

�������–���� ���������� �����������

�� ������ �� ������ �����������

���� ������� ������� �� ��� ������

��� �� �� ��� ���� ������ �� ������

�������� ��� ����������� ��������

���� ��� ��� ��� ��������� �� ���

�������� �� ���� ��� �� �����������

��� ������������������� �����������

����������� ��� ��� �� ���� ��� ���

�������� �� �� ��� ���� ������ ��

����������������� ������� ������ ������

������ �� ���� ����������

©������� ������ ������������ ��������

������ ��� ��� ������ �������� �� ���� ������

������ ����� �� ��� ��������

�� ������� ���������

����������� �� ���� ������

������� ���������������

��� ����� ������� ��������

�� �������

�� ��� ��������

������ ������� ������� ���� ������

���� ��������

�� ��������

���� �������

��� ������ ������

����� ������ ������

��� ����� ������

�� ������

���� �������

��� ������ ������

����� ������ ������

�� �� ������

���� �������

��� ������ ������

����� ������ ������

��� ����� ������

���� ��������

�� 
����� ���

 �����

����������� ������� ������� �����

������������� ���� ���� � ���� ����

������� ���� ���� � 

��� ����

����� ���� ���� � 

��� ����

��� �� ����

��
	� ����

��

����� 
�������

	��� 	��	������ �� ��� ����� ��

������� �� �������� �� �� ������

� ������ ������� ��	�����

����� ��
�����

��� ������ �� ����

��������� ��

�������� ������

��� ��������� ������

��� ��� ������ �������� �� ���� ����� �� � ��� ������

������ ���� ������ �� ��� ��� ���������� ����������

������� �� �������� ����� ��� �������� �� ����������

��������� ��� ���� �� �� ��� ��� �������� �����

�� ��  ��

�������� ������ –��������� ����������

����� ��������� ������������������������

���� ������ – ������� ���������� �����

��������� ������������������������

������������������ – �������� �������

�������������� ���������������������

������� ������ � ����� ������� ���� �����

��������� ����������������������

���� �������������� ����� ������ –

������ ������ ����� ��������� ����

�����������������

�������� ���� – �������� ������� �����

��������� ���������������������

������������� – ������ ����������

����� ��������� ������������������������

����� ��������� ��������� ������ ����

��� – ���� ������� ����� ��������� �����

�����������������

��
	 � ����� ��	��

������� ������ ������ – ��� �������

����� ��������� ����������������������

���������������������������

������ – �����������������������

����������� �������� – ���� ������� �����

�����������������

	����������

�� ���	� � 	��������� �� 
–������������

�� ���	� � ������� �� ����� ��
–����

��������

�		���� ��	������� ���
� ����
���

����

������ ������ ���������� ����� ��
����


	�������  ��������� ������� ��

������� ��������� �������� ��

�������� �������� ���������� ����� ��
�����

������	����

���	����� �����	�� ��� ���	�������� ����� ��
�����

���������� �� ��	����� ����� �������� ����� ��
�����

���	������� ������� ������ 	������� ����� ��
���
�

��������� �	��� ������  ���� ��������

������ 	����� ������  ���� ��������

������

���� ����� ���� ������ ������ �� ����� ��������� ��� �� ����� ��������� �� ������� ���������������������

��

��� �������

���
���

������� ��  ����

��������� ��������� ��������� ����������

������ �� �� ������ 
	���� ����� ���

�� �������� ������

���������������������

��� ���� ����� ���� �� ���

“����� �����” �� ��� ���� ��

����� �� ������� ���� �

���� ����� ����� �� ���

���� ������ ����������

���� ����������� ��������

��� ������ ������ ����� ����

������ ���������� ������

�� ������ ������ �� ���

��������� �� ��� �����

����� ������ ���������

�������

������ ��� ������ �� ��� ���

������ �� ������ �������� �� ���

���������� ��������� �����

��� �������� ��� �����������

����� ��������� ��� �����

������������ �������� ��

���� ����’� ������

“�� ������� �� ����� ����

���� �� ���������� ���������”

����� ����� “� ���� �� �����

�������� ������� �� ���”

���� ����� �������� ���

���� ������ ���� ������

������� ��������� ��� ����

����� ������ ��������� ���

������������ ��� ������ ���

�� ����� ��� ������ ��������

��� ����� ���������� �����

�� ��� ��������� ��� ����

������ ��� ���� ����� ���� ��

� ����� � � � � � � �� � � � �

����������� ��� “���� ���

��� ��������” ���� ��� ������

������ ���� ��� ����� �� �� �

������ ��������� ���� ��

����� ���� ����� ������� ��

������� ������ ������� �����

���� ��������

������� ���� ����� ���

���� ������ �� ��� ���������

����� ��� ���� ����� ��� ���

��������� ��� ���� �� ������

���� ��� ������ �� ������

���� �������� ��������������

��� �������� �� ��� ����� ��

��� ��������� �� ���� �� ���

“������������” ��������� �� ���

������� �� �����’� �����

����� ��� �������������

����� ��� ���������� ����

���� �� � �������� �����

��� ����� ��������� �� ���

���� �� �������� �������

��� ��������� ��������

��� �� � �������� ������ ��

����� ����� �������

������� ���� �����������

��� ���������� ������

���� ����’� ���� �� ���

����� ����� �� ����� ��������

������� ������ �� �������� ���� ������� ����� ������� “��� ����� ��

��” ������ ��� “������ ��� �����” ������� �� ����������� �� ��� ���� ��

��� ������ ������ ����� ��� �� ��� ��������� ��������� ������

������� �������� �� ���������� ���� �� ��� ������� �� ���������

����’� ������������ �� ��� ����� ������ ��������� �� ���� �� �������� ����

����� ��� ������ ���� ��� ����� ������������

��� ����� ����� ��

����� ����� �� ����� ��������

������ ������ ����� ������ ��� “������ ��� �����” ������� �� ����������� �� ��� ���� �� ��� ������ ������ ����� ��� �� ��������������������� ������

������� �������� �� ���������� ���� �� ��� ������� �� ��������� ����’� ������������ �� ��� ����� ������ ��������� �� ���� �� �������� ����

����� ��� ������ ���� �� ����� ��
����	���	

����� ����� �� ����� ��������

��� ������ ���� ������ ������ ��� “������ ��� �����” ������� ��

����������� �� ��� ���� �� ��� ������ ������ ����� ��� �� ��� ���������

��������� ������ ������� �������� �� ���������� ���� �� ��� �������

�� ��������� ����’� ������������ �� ��� ����� ������ ��������� �� ���� ��

�������� ���� ����� ��� ������ ���� �� ����� ��
����	���	

����� ����� �� ����� ��������

������ ������� ����� ������ ��� “������ ��� �����” ������� ��

����������� �� ��� ���� �� ��� ������ ������ ����� ��� �� ��� ���������

��������� ������ �������

��������� ���� � ������� ���� ����’� ��������� ����� ����

���� ��� ����� ������ ���� ���� � ���� ��� ��� ������

���� �������� ��������� ��� ����� �� ��� ����������

� ����� ���� �� �������� ���� ��� ����’� ���� ��� ���������

�� ��� ���� ������ ��� �����������

������������ ������ ������� ������� ������ ��������� ���

��� ����� ��� ��� �������� �� ����� ���� ������ ��� ���������

�� “����� �� ������” � ����

���� ��� ��� ��� �����

������ ����� �������

“����� ��� ��� ��� ������

�������� ��� ��� ���’� ����

��� � ������ ���” ������ �����

“���� ���� ������� ���� ����

�� ����������� �� ����� ��

���� �� �����������”

������ ��������� ��� ���

��������� �� ��� ������ ������

��� ����� � ���� �� ��� ����

���� �� � ���� ������ �� ���

���������� ������� ������

��� ������ ��� ����� �����

����� �������� ����� ���� ������

��������� �� �������� �� �����

������ ����������� �������

��� ����� ����� ���������

����� ����������� ����� ���

������������ ������� ���

������������ �� ���� ��� ��

��� ������������

������ ������� ���� ����� ��

��� ����� �������� ��� ����

����� ����� �� ��������� ��������� �� �� ����

“� ����� ��� ��� ���� �� �����” ��������� �����

���� ��������� ������ ���� ������ ����� ���������� ���

��������� ������������� ��� ����� �� ������� ������� ������

��� ���������� ��� ��� �� ��� ����� ������������ �� ��� ����

“��’� � ����� ��� ������������� ����” ���� ������ �����

����� ����� ��� ������� ���� ����������

“��’� � ��� �� ������ ��� ����������” ���� ������ �����

������ ������ �� ���� ����������

��� �����

� ����� �� � ���� ��

����� ����� �� ��� �������

��� ������ ���� �������� ����� �

��������������������������������

�� ��������� ��� ��� ���� �� ��� ������

����������� ����������� �����������

��������� ������ �� �����������

���� ������ ���

����������� �����

���� ����� ������

��� ���� ����� � �������� �� ������

�������� �� ���������� ��������� ������

��� ���������� ������ ���� ����

��	 ���� ����� �����������

�������

������� ���� ���� ������

���� ����� � ����� �����’� ����������

� �������� �� �������

����� ������ � ��������� �����

���������� � ���� �� �������� �������

��������� ����� � ���� ����� �

�������� �� �������� ��� �������

���� ������ ���� ������

����� ������� � ������ ���������� �

�������� �� ����������

��� ���� ���� ������

����� ����� � ������� �����

���������� � �������� �� ��������

��������������

�������� ������� � ����� ����

���������� � �������� �� ��������

�����������

����� �������� � ���������� ��

�������� � �������� �� ������������

��� 
�������	 ���� ������

������� ������ � ���������� �� �����

������ � �������� �� ��������

�����������

������ ���� ������

������ ��������� � ��� ������� �����

���������� � �������� �� �������� �������

���� �������� � ������ ���������� �

�������� �� �������

������ ������� �������

������ ���� � ����� ����� �������

������� ���� ����������� ��� �����

������� ��������� � ������� ����

����������� ��� �����

����� ������� � ���� ��������� ���

�����

������ ������ � ��� �� ������

����������� ��� �����

������� ������� � ��� �� ������

����������� ��� �����

��� ������������ ���� 	�

M a y  2 3 - 2 9 ,  2 0 1 4  · w w w . c o m m u n i t y - n e w s . c o m  · 7 5  c e n t s

THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Serving Eastern Parker County, Texas: Aledo · the Annettas · Hudson Oaks · Willow Park

One more round
Aledo baseball and softball continue 
to march through the state playoffs; 
Ladycats have state trip on the line.
PAGE 7A

TCA honors
Trinity Christian Academy 
announces its top graduates and 
athletic honors.
PAGE 2A, 11A

Fiddlin’ Fools
Aledo freshman forms 
half of duo to perform 
locally Friday night
PAGE 3A

TO SUBSCRIBE CALL (817) 441-7661

Volume 25, Number 21
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Sister act
Sisters Brittany and Callie 
Stevens represent Aledo 4-H in 
the district fashion show.
PAGE 7B

Copyright 2014, The Community News
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June 1st 3:00pm at Chandor Gardens
RSVP to mistyengel@gpfcnet.com or 817-594-2747 by May 23rd
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MEMORIAL BUTTERFLY RELEASE
PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR FIRST OF

MANY BUTTERFLY RELEASE CEREMONIES
TO HONOR LOVED ONES LOST.

We will provide one butterfly to represent the memory of  your loved one and offer additional
butterflies to release at an additional cost, all proceeds will go to CASA - Hope For Children. CASA - HOPE FOR CHILDREN

Entertainment by Harps of Gold - Sydney Howell and refreshments to follow
SPONSORED BY

We will provide one butterfly to represent the memory of your lo
butterflies to release at an additional cost, all proceeds will go to

Entertainment by Harps of Gold - Sydney
SSPONSOREED BYNSORE

Serving every family as if you are a part of our own.
913 Elm St.  •  Weatherford  •  817-594-2747  •  800-593-2747

KATHY CHRUSCIELSKI/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Twenty students aboard a limousine bound for Aledo High School Promenade include (from left) Matthew Fanning and Lara Garton, (from right) Nadia Hogan, 
Quade Parker, Phillip Elam and Jessie Chruscielski.

◗ City to drill along Old 
Annetta Road
By Phil Major
The Community News

After a second public hearing, 
the Upper Trinity Groundwater 
Conservation District voted 6-1 
Monday to grant a spacing excep-
tion to the city of Annetta to drill a 
water well.

It will be drilled at the southwest 
corner of the Split Rail golf course 
near Old Annetta Road, adjacent to 
the entrance to Deer Creek.

The spacing waiver was required 
since the well was within the mini-
mum distance required for a public 
water supply well.

The fi rst hearing, held two 
months ago, drew concerns from 
residents in the Deer Creek subdivi-
sion about the threat to their resi-
dential water wells.

Those residential wells are 
drilled into an upper formation of 
the Trinity aquifer, and the city plans 
to drill into a deeper formation.

The groundwater district submit-
ted a report from Intera, an Austin 
company that provides hydrological 

services to the district. It confi rmed 
information presented at the fi rst 
hearing, that there is an imperme-
able rock layer between the two 
aquifers that prevents water from 
the upper formation from migrating 
into the lower.

Also in question was a sanitary 
easement required of the city to 
ensure there are no waste water sys-
tems within 150 feet of the well site.

District chairman Tracy Mesler 
explained the easement is an issue 
for the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality. Whoever 
drills the well will have to comply 

with all state rules and regulations.
The motion to approve the waiv-

er included a provision that the city 
be required to cement the well cas-
ing from the ground to the top of 
the water table, a depth of about 475 
feet.

‘This is our third well with you 
guys,” Annetta Mayor Bruce Pinkard 
said. “We do it right every time.”

TCEQ must be notifi ed 48 hours 
prior to the cementing process, 
Mesler noted, and it is their preroga-
tive to be on site.

Parker County’s two representa-
tives split on the issue. Tim Watts 

made the motion and included the
casing requirement. Dan Caudle cast
the lone dissenting vote.

Any action by the district requires
at least fi ve votes.

Jaince Kelly, whose residence is
nearest the well site, said they will
eventually have to drill a deeper 
well into the lower formation, as the
current well doesn’t produce much
water.

She requested the city consider
a site on another part of the golf
course, not so close to the residenc-
es.

ANNETTA

Water well at Split Rail property given waiver

◗ Grant helps Aledo ag 
program to grow
By Phil Major
The Community News

The Aledo Education Foundation 
granted ag teacher Dave Marcath 
$4,500 to buy hog pens for the high 
school ag barn.

But Marcath, fi rst year ag teach-
er, will tell you that it’s not about 

hog pens.
”The least important part of this 

is the animal,” said Marcath. “It’s 
about the responsibility (the stu-
dents) gain, the work ethic, the busi-
ness sense, the knowledge.”

The grant allowed Marcath to 
secure 26 hog pens from Preifert 
Manufacturing in Mt. Pleasant 
that were seconds. Retail value is 
$16,000.

The pens were installed in 
February, and animals were brought 
in almost immediately.

Many of the pens, which house 
goats and lambs in addition to hogs, 
house two animals.

Compare that to the six animals 
housed at the ag facility before the 
pens were installed.

Marcath estimated three-fourths 
of his students live in suburban 

homes, which does not allow them
the opportunity to raise an animal.

Demonstrating the success of the
pens, Aledo will have 69 entries in
the Parker County junior livestock
show in June as compared to 13 a
year ago.

Marcath said that on a typical
evening, there may be as many as 30 

ALEDO ISD

Marcath: It’s not about hog pens

ALEDO ISD

Davis, Harris 
sworn in as 
re-elected 
AISD trustees
◗ Board supports 
administration’s 
concerns about the 
Morningstar addition
By Tony Eierdam
The Community News

New board members sworn 
in and board of trustees’ reor-
ganization were key topics May 
19 at the Aledo ISD board of 
trustee’s regular meeting.

Re-elected board members 
David Davis and Hoyt Harris 
were  sworn in by Secretary 
to the Superintendent Donna 
Roe, and when a vote came to 
reorganize the board, trustees 
elected Jay Stringer to stay as 
board president for a second 
year.

Davis was voted vice presi-
dent, and Johnny Campbell 
will serve as board secretary. 
All three votes were unani-
mous.

Special recognition was 
also given to trustee and past 
board president Bobby Rigues, 
who was honored for his 10 
years of service as an Aledo 
ISD trustee.

Rigues and district CFO 
Earl Husfeld gave commen-
dations to several Aledo High 
School students including 
Calllie Mendenhall for her per-
fect score at the state Visual 
Arts and Scholastic Event; 

Turn to PENS, page 2A

Turn to AISD, page 12A

Dan Parker
rePorter

The coming city budget 
contains some shocking stuff.

The proposed 2014-15 
budget for the City of Port 
Aransas includes 22 auto-
matic external defibrillators, 
also known as AEDs, that 
will be stationed in police cars 
and city buildings in case of 
emergencies.

An AED can be used to 
deliver an electric shock to 
a person who is suffering 
from cardiac arrest, hopefully 
restarting a heart that has 
stopped beating.

The move to get the new 
AEDs started with Port Aran-
sas Police Chief Scott Bur-
roughs. Port Aransas police 
currently have three AEDs, 
but Burroughs wants to re-
place them and get additional 
ones, too. He wants them 
in all 12 of the department’s 
vehicles.

“EMS is so heavily taxed 
with their call load that, in 

many cases, we’re the first 
responders on the scene,” 
Burroughs said.

Burroughs made a request 
that purchase of 15 AEDs be 
included in the budget that 
the city council has been 
hammering out for the past 
several weeks.

The council ended up de-
ciding to fund not only those 
AEDs but also another seven 
that will be stationed at city 
hall, Ellis Memorial Library, 
the public works department, 
the civic center, the commu-
nity center, Mustang Beach 
Airport and at Dennis Dreyer 
Municipal Marina.

The total cost for the AEDs 
is $18,700, said Darla Honea, 
the city’s finance director.

In addition to the three 
AEDs currently in the police 
vehicles, the city also has 
them in the city’s ambulances 
and in a Chevrolet Tahoe 
that is an EMS vehicle, said 
EMS Director Tim McIntosh. 

Dan Parker
rePorter

A planned State Hwy. 
361 widening project that 
earl ier  was expected to 
begin this summer has been 
delayed until possibly as 

late as January, according 
to the Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT).

In an email to the South 
Jetty, TxDOT spokesman 
Rickey Dailey said an early 
January start date is “a worst-

case scenario” and that the 
department actually expects 
to begin before that. But he 
said no specific start date has 
been established, he said.

“ T x D O T  i s  i n  t h e 
process of reviewing and, 

where necessary, adjusting 
engineering plans for the SH 
361 project that deal primarily 
with roadway elevation and 
drainage design,” Dailey 
wrote.

“The new lanes are being 

added to an existing roadway, 
which will be resurfaced, in a 
landscape that is essentially 
flat,” he wrote. “It is critical 
that elevations are correct on 

Dan Parker
rePorter

Let’s talk trash.
Port Aransas city staff is in 

the process of putting together 
a proposal for a broad-ranging 
anti-litter initiative that could 
include establishing a panel of 
citizens and staff to continue 
rooting out solutions to trash 
problems, said City Manager 
Dave Parsons.

It also could mean bol-
stering street sweeping, add-
ing attractive new trash cans 
downtown and expanding the 
city beach trash pickup into 
Nueces County’s I.B. Magee 
Beach Park, plus more, Par-
sons said.

Parsons said at press time 
that he still was in the process 
of formulating the initiative. 
It is subject to additions and 
other changes before staff 
presents it to the city council 
at its next regular monthly 
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Mustang Beach Airport’s 
runway will remain closed 
until Oct. 1 while runway 
lights are replaced and 
associated improvements 
are made.

Page 7A

In
the

news

Por t  Aransas  po l i ce 
arrested a man after 
the pickup truck he was 
driving crashed into a 
patrol vehicle parked at 
the scene of an earlier 
accident on State Hwy. 
361 on Sunday, Aug. 24. 
The patrol vehicle was a 
total loss.

Page 2B

totaL Loss

aLLurIng art

The Sept. 5 First Friday 
reception at the Port 
Aransas Art Center will 
feature Paint Slingers, a 
group of all-male artists.

           Page 2A

runway CLosed

See ‘HWY,’ 10A

Father and sonHow to
bash
trash?
City mapping
strategy for
cleaning up
Port Aransas

Frank Guzman of San Antonio, left, checks a rod and 
reel held by his 18-year-old son, Reagan, while the two 
fish from the bulkhead at Roberts Point Park at sunset 
on Friday, Aug. 29. They were among thousands who 

traveled to Port Aransas for the Labor Day weekend, 
despite weather that sometimes was a little on the rainy 
side. (Check out more photos on page 1B to see more 
photos shot during the three-day weekend.)

staFF Photo by Dan Parker

Life saver
Port Aransas Police Chief Scott Burroughs shows an AED - 
an automatic external defibrillator. The city council recently 
moved to buy enough AEDs to outfit every police car and 
city facilities with the devices. AEDs are designed to restart 
a cardiac arrest victim’s heart.

staFF Photo by Dan Parker

State Hwy. 361 project delayed

Shock value
AED gadgets could save lives

“Every minute 
someone is in 
cardiac arrest 

without interven-
tion, the mortali-
ty rate rises 10 to 

15 percent.
Tim McIntosh
EMS director

staFF Photo by taryn Walker

Taking flight
Brown pelicans fly in a line 
over the Aransas Pass as 
a pleasure boat speeds by 
beneath them on Saturday, 
Aug. 30.

DIVISION 6, 1ST PLACE DIVISION 2, 1ST PLACE

DIVISION 3, 1ST PLACE

DIVISION 7, 1ST PLACE

Sandie Pullen sings during the “Living the Dream” program in celebration of the life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., at The 
Woodlands Methodist Church. Hundreds of worshippers came to pay tribute to celebrate King’s contribution to the civil 
rights movement.
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Police seeking robbery suspect

Trustees cancel May election
UNCONTESTED SEATS

Addresses needed for city-wide sale

continued on page 5

City council schedules Monday meeting

Rollercoaster weather

Iowa Park Chamber of Commerce (COC) is currently taking addresses 
to be listed for it’s annual Trash to-Treasure Area-Wide Yard and Sidewalk 
Sale.

The event will be held Saturday, April 5.
Individuals, businesses, and non-pro t organizations can be listed on a 

map for a $10 fee.
Those interested in being listed should send in their name, address, 

and a phone number along with $10 checks or money order made payable 
to the Iowa Park Chamber of Commerce, 102 N. Wall, Iowa Park, Tx. 
76367.

The maps will highlight each address having a sale and will be pub-
lished in the Leader.

The deadline to be listed on the map is Friday, March 28.
For more information call 592-5441.
Chamber of Commerce members will be listed at no charge.

The Iowa Park City Council will meet at 7 p.m. Monday in the city hall 
council chambers, 103 E. Cash St.

The agenda includes two public hearings. The  rst hearing is to de-
termine whether the 1968 Chevrolet pickup, located at 107 W. Poe St., 
should be abated in accordance with the junked vehicle regulations out-
lined in the city’s Code of Ordinances.

The second hearing  is to determine whether the wooden residential 
structure at 126 W. Garden Drive, should be declared a “Substandard 
Structure” as the term is de ned in the city’s Code of Ordinances.

The council will vote on a resolution authorizing the mayor to execute 
a joint election agreement with the Wichita County Water Improvement 
District Number Two.

Amending the Code of Ordinances to modify the city’s personnel pol-
icy concerning vacation/personal leave and major medical leave will also 
be considered.

Approval of the appointment of Dana Ross to the Wichita-Wilbarger 
9-1-1 District’s Board of Managers will be voted on by the council.

RA IN, HIGH WINDS, WARM AND COLD TEMPS

Rain, high winds, warm and cold temperatures all describe the weather 
experienced in the Iowa Park area this week.

Last Tuesday high winds blew through Iowa Park leaving its mark in 
some areas of the community including the roof of a mobile home being 
lifted from the walls in the 100 block of South Paci c. 

Thursday and Friday brought temperatures in the upper 60s lower 70s, 
followed by cooler weather and rain Saturday.

Reports of 3/4 of an inch to 1 3/4-inches were reported in Iowa Park.
The high winds returned Tuesday evening, bringing with it dust and a 

strong smell of smoke.
After numerous reports to Iowa Park police about the smell of smoke 

it was determined the smell was coming from  res in Oklahoma and West 
Texas.

A large dead tree fell on top of a house in the 100 block of West Garden 
and power lines slapping together reportedly caused some homes in the 
1200 block of South Wall being without electricity for a period of time. 

The Iowa Park High School FFA Floriculture Team of Rhegan Blackerby, Laramie Eppler and Olivia Dietrichson took fi rst place recently 
at the Jacksboro FFA Invitational. Dietrichson was also fi rst place high individual, Eppler third, and Blackerby fi fth. Other Iowa Park FFA 
teams competing at Jacksboro included Livestock judges Tanner Zachary, Jacie Payton, Shaina Prather and Brady Pierce; and, the Land 
Judging Team of Drake Green and Tyler Short. photo courtesy

Suspect pictured here on store surveillance tape.

By: Sherrie Williams
Iowa Park Police are looking for 

an armed man who  robbed K&K 
Quick Stop at 1409 Johnson Road at 
just before 8 p.m. Tuesday.

The man is described as a white 
male male approximately six foot 
tall, 150 pounds, moustache with 
thinned goatee, with shoulder length 
brown hair.  

He was wearing a brown Under 
Armour hoodie, blue jeans, square 
toed western boots, and dark colored 
bandana on his head.

 The offense is aggravated rob-
bery, a  rst degree felony.

The subject displayed what ap-
pears to be a nickel plated/shiny 
handgun and demanded money from 
the clerk. 

After taking an undetermined 
about of cash he  ed the scene  in 
a white and gold Ford F-350 dually 
pickup and sped away eastbound on 
the access road from the store. 

“He cased the place pretty good 
before he went in and robbed the 
clerk. He was very nervous,” said 
Iowa Park Police Sgt. Steve Davis. “I 

don’t understand why he would com-
mit a robbery when he had a wallet 
full of credit cards, was wearing a 
$70 hoddie, and driving a $30,000 
pickup.” 

According to the police the clerk 
was not injured but was very upset. 

If anyone knows the identity of 
this subject contact the Iowa Park 
Police Department at 592-2181. Suspect brandishes handgun.

BY DOLORES HAMILTON

There will not be a school trustee 
election this year.

The May 10 Trustee Election was 
cancelled by the Iowa Park CISD 
school board Thursday when it was 
certi ed that the two incumbent can-
didates, Steve Fairchild, Place 6, and 
Jeff Rhoades, Place 7, had drawn no 
opponents. They will be sworn in dur-
ing a school board meeting in May.

According to Jonathan Clubb, 

cancellation of the election will save 
the school district about $1,200.

During the open forum portion of 
the meeting, Jerry Hughes owner and 
general manager of the Wichita Falls 
Nighthawks, a semi-professional 
football team, told the trustees that he 
was impressed with the work that’s 
been done at Hawk Stadium and 
would like to bring his team’s train-
ing camp to Iowa Park. The training 
camp would be held on Sundays from 

now until May, and they could pos-
sibly play a pre-season game there. 
This would provide an opportunity 
for booster club concession stands to 
make extra money. He said last year 
an average of 6,000 fans attended 
each game. In return, the Nighthawks 
would donate $2,000 to the school’s 
Scholarship Fund.

Hughes said the players are all pro-
fessional athletes and the quarterback 

Division 2
First place was a clear winner.  Although it is a 
quiet image, there’s a real moment going on be-
tween the mother and son that’s very touching.
1. Victoria Advocate
2. Galveston County Daily News - A good ole 
time/In Galveston, a dancer leaps as the lights come 
on
3. Tyler Morning Telegraph
4. The Paris News

Division 3
There were several good single photo entries that 
were weakened by the second photo. Hard to not let 
ghastly page design and use of mortised cutlines ef-
fect judgement.
1. The Courier, Conroe - MLK Praise/Storm Com-
ing: Nice use of light/composition in MLK shot, 
good composition story-telling image in storm shot.
2. Seguin Gazette - Art In Motion/Mutton To See 
Here: Two good photos that need tighter crops.
3. Daily Tribune, Mount Pleasant - Gary Bor-
ders: Nice two-photo entry, stand-alone cutlines are 
weak though, ride photo could have been cropped 
tighter.
4. Waxahachie Daily Light - Festival of Trees/
Chris Cox: Treeshot could have been cropped 
tighter, portrait is a nice, simple, well-executed 
portrait with cutline that tells the whole story.

Division 4
1. Williamson County Sun/Sunday Sun - Bub-
bly in blue/The Full Monty: Solid edits. First image 
is fun, second image has an interesting, ominous 
feel to it.
2. Wise County Messenger: Not too crazy about 
the first image, but the second is well composed and 
well set.
3. Hood County News - One of the good guys/Got 
you babe: First image is nice, but could use a tighter 
crop.
4. The Fayette County Record - Water Slide/Ani-
mal Antics

Division 5
A few good moments. More attention to cropping 
needed. Some photos did not match caption info.
1. Round Rock Leader - The Bright Light Social 
Hour at SXSW/Homecoming surprise: Good reac-
tion to announcement of the homecoming queen.
2. Kilgore News Herald: Facial expression makes 
for a good picture. 
3. Gonzales Inquirer - Chicken on the Loose: Fly-
ing chicken and faces was a fun moment for read-
ers.
4. El Campo Leader-News - How About This One?/ 
All I Want for Christmas

Division 6
1. Port Aransas South Jetty - Doggone fun/Fa-

ther and son: hands down, clear winner. great cre-
ativity and artistry, and use of color 
2. Jewish Herald-Voice - Ritual Rewind/Latkes 
with Laykie: great creativity to draw in readers
3. Pleasanton Express - Joy of Summer: great ac-
tion shot
4. The Wylie News - Spoonful of Summer/Saluting 
our heroes: nice fun, pix.

Division 7
1. The Community News – Prom/Water skiing 
Squirrel: Photographer should be commended for 
finding a different sort of angle for prom coverage, 
which undoubtedly can get boring year after year. 
The reflection on the ceiling catches the readers 
eye, and the cramped conditions provide a good jux-
taposition to the perceived glamour of a limo. The 
uniqueness of the squirrel photo stops the reader 
in his tracks, and the photographer did a great job 
framing the unusual scene with the kids reactions 
in the background.
2. Hays Free Press - Remembering the fallen/
Santa arrives, city lights up: Both photos are framed 
very well. The gravesite photo is touching. In ad-
dition, the photographer should be commended for 
finding a different take on the usual kids in front of 
the tree photo.
3. Bandera Bulletin - Focused and Determined/
Tiny Cowgirl: The race photo is well-composed and 
does a good job capturing the look of determination 
on the kids faces. The cowgirl photo is a nice depic-
tion of everyday life in a small Texas town.
4. Goldthwaite Eagle - Little Light/Wounded War-
rior Welcome: The candle photo is very strong and 
captures a moving moment. The Wounded War-
riors photo is solid, but perhaps could have been 
improved if the photographer found a way to better 
isolate the subjects from the busy background.

Division 8
Lots of entries. Enjoyed viewing photographs. 
Would enjoy reading more names in captions.
1. Iowa Park Leader - Hawk in Flight/Costumes 
and Songs: Excellent job of capturing hawk in 
flight. Nice layout of captions within photo. Not 
too intrusive. Very cute photo of children singing 
songs. 
2. Meridian Tribune - Fire Day/Christmas Orna-
ment: Good job of capturing the emotions of the chil-
dren in both photos ... one of fun and amusement 
... the other of concentration. Captions would have 
read much better if both children had been identi-
fied.
3. Yorktown News-View - To the bitter end/It’s 
going to be a bumpy ride: Good job of capturing ac-
tion at the time. Captions would read better with 
subjects’ named.
4. Elgin Courier - Queen Sowpreme/For the Ages: 
Crisp, clean dancer photo. Nice use of color in cap-
tion headline. Excellent play on words with Queen 

Sowpreme ... shows hilarity of contest.

Division 9
Weakest category that was judged, although a few 
good moments that made them winners.
1. Ozona Stockman - Splashing the day away/Say 
‘Squeeze’
2. Princeton Herald - They did it - dancing photo, 
Dennis Lockman/all in good fun - Josephine Brown, 
lollipop
3. Westlake Picayune - Finding a prize egg at the 
Egg-Stravaganza/Wild Basin is a resource for spec-
trum of students
4. Springtown Epigraph - Angelic Acrobatics/Get 
Set

Division 10
We’d like to encourage the photographers who use 
black and white to try to find angles and lighting to 
give their photos more pop. Very hard to compete 
with color in the age of iphones.
1. Big Lake Wildcat - Back-to-Back-to-Back State 
Champ/Fighting Water with Water: The winner of 
the contest was the boy with the watergun! That 
was our favorite shot.
2. Murphy Monitor - Sons of the American Revolu-
tion- Plano/Water Splashin Fun!
3. Clarendon Enterprise - Pumpkin picker/Proper 
salute
4. Hill Country News Weekender - SHE’S GOT 
SOUL/WALKING WITH DINOSAURS

DIVISION 8, 1ST PLACE

Saturday, November 8, 2014 Vol. 34, No. 37 | rrleader.com | $1.00 An edition of the

Diamond Fest to wrap up this weekend. A3
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writer

Sales tax and higher ed-
ucation appropriations are
among the city’s top priorities
in the state’s 84th legislative
session, which begins Jan. 13.

The Round Rock City Coun-
cil unanimously approved

a resolution Oct. 23 outlin-
ing eight legislative proposals
that could negatively or posi-
tively affect Round Rock. The
resolution also gave the Wil-
liamson County delegation
the authority to oppose any

legislation that could nega-
tively impact the city.

Bills and budgets passed
during the session will shape
Texas state law and spending
for fiscal years 2016 and 2017.

Mayor Alan McGraw said
the proposals can be divided
into two different categories
— defensive and offensive. De-
fensive issues can negative-
ly impact the city while offen-
sive issues can make a posi-
tive impact.

“Sales tax is a defensive is-
sue,” McGraw said. “Round

Rock is extremely depen-
dent on sales tax, especially
with Dell being here. Anytime
the legislature starts looking
at modifications to sales-tax
laws, we have to be careful.”

McGraw noted how Round
Rock has long received a sig-
nificant amount of sales tax
from purchases made on
Dell’s website, from anywhere
in Texas. Any legislation that
would give the sales tax to
the purchaser’s municipal lo-
cation rather than to Round
Rock would greatly reduce

the city’s coffers.
“We are trying to keep in-

trastate sales tax in Round
Rock,” he said. “We just have
to keep monitoring that.”

Higher education appro-
priation is an offensive is-
sue, according to McGraw.
While higher education cen-
ters are already in place in

Council continued on A2

Round Rock sets legislative priorities
Resolution outlines
eight proposals that
could impact the city.

CITYCOUNCIL

Mayor Alan
McGraw says
state legislation
could affect
Round Rock’s
sales tax
revenue.

Also inside
»Sales tax revenue down lo-
cally, A2

FYI

FYI continued on A2

Final election results
The following is a list of

area election results, after fi-
nal results were tallied by
Austin Community College,
the Texas Secretary of State
office and Williamson County
Elections. Round Rock school
district results were posted
Thursday, as were the results
of the ACC bond propositions.
See www.rrleader.com for
more on election results.

U.S. rep., District 31:
John Carter: 91,484 votes
Louie Minor: 45,634 votes
Scott Ballard: 5,693

State rep., District 52:
Larry Gonzales: 18,215 votes
Chris Osborn: 12,433 votes
Irene Johnson: 1,626 votes

State senator, District 5:
Charles Schwertner: 112,821

votes
Joel Shapiro: 54,208 votes
Matthew Whittington: 6,587

votes

State rep., District 136:
Tony Dale: 20,829 votes
John H. Bucy III: 15,800 votes
Justin Billiot: 1,808 votes

County judge:
Dan Gattis: 63,858 votes
Michael H. Custer: 36,871

votes

Robert
Cooke died
Wednesday
at age 59. His
daughter,
Rachel, went
missing in 2002.

Father of
missing
woman
dies

By Claire Osborn
cosborn@statesman.com

Robert Cooke, the father
of missing Georgetown teen-
ager Rachel Cooke, died
Wednesday.

In 2002, 19-year-old Ra-
chel Cooke went jogging in
Georgetown during winter
break from college. She never
returned. Her father spent the
last 12 years searching for her,
friends and relatives said.

He died at age 59 in a nurs-
ing home from liver disease,
which he contracted from
an undetermined cause, his
brother David Cooke said.

“He said more than once
his one goal in life was to see
Rachel found and brought
back home before he died,”
David Cooke said. “One of his
wishes was that his funeral
would be one last opportunity
he would have to promote the
awareness of missing persons,
including Rachel.”

Robert Cooke, born in Aus-
tin, graduated from Lanier
High School and St. Edward’s
University before becoming
a software engineer for more
than 25 years for IBM. He and
his now ex-wife, Janet Abbott,
had two daughters, Rachel
and JoAnn Marie, who now
lives in New Mexico.

Rachel Cooke’s disappear-
ance drew state and nation-
wide attention and was aired
on “America’s Most Wanted.”

Her disappearance changed
her father from a quiet man
into someone who moved
people to tears when talking
at conferences, said his sister,
Elaine Hettenhausen.

“He made a promise to Ra-
chel the day she disappeared
that he would not just sit in
his chair and cry,” she said.

Verna Lee Carr, the execu-
tive director of the statewide
group People Against Violent
Crime, said she helped Robert
Cooke get a billboard erected
on Interstate 35 in 2008 about
Rachel’s disappearance.

“I think Robert, above all,
had courage,” Carr said. “He
learned patience through this
process. He persevered and
he sacrificed a whole lot.”

The Williamson County
sheriff ’s office is still investi-
gating her disappearance, a
sheriff ’s spokesman said.

Services are at 1 p.m. Satur-
day at Faith Lutheran Church
at 4010 Williams Drive in
Georgetown.

Robert Cooke spent
final 12 years of life
searching for daughter.

WILLIAMSONCOUNTY
ROUND ROCK HIGH SCHOOL

Annie Schwanke was a bit surprised upon hearing her selection as homecoming queen. Besides her is her
dad, Doug Schwanke. Round Rock High School hosted homecoming festivities last week, culminating in the
coronation of the homecoming king and queen during the Dragons-Westwood football game Oct. 31. View
more photos on Page A3. HENRY HUEY FOR ROUND ROCK LEADER

Homecomingsurprise

By Nikki Dowd
Round Rock Leader
contributing writer

Spirit 105.9 will bring its
signature event — Central Tex-
as’ largest family festival —
back to Dell Diamond for its
fourth year.

Spirit Fest will take place
on Sunday, Nov. 23, beginning
at noon. More than 15,000 are
expected to attend this year’s
festival with live entertain-
ment for all ages.

Austin’s Spirit 105.9 radio
station anticipates bringing
family fun, Christian music,
kid’s activities and worship to
The Dell. Spirit Fest 2014 will
showcase both national and
local bands in a full day of mu-
sic and entertainment on two
stages in the ballpark’s out-
field.

Christian recording indus-
try artists Chris Tomlin, Mer-
cyMe, Jeremy Camp, Building
429 and Kutless will headline
the show. Local artists include
Trevor Morgan with River-
bend Church, Jimmy McNeal
with The Austin Stone Church
and theResponse with Hill
Country Bible Church.

Austin singer song-writ-
er Trevor Morgan relocated
to Austin from Nashville last

year with his family. Morgan
serves as worship director for
Riverbend.

“I bonded quickly with the
folks at Spirit 105.9. Spirit
Fest is another alternative to
ACL,” Morgan said. “I’ve been
involved in the music indus-
try for as long as I can remem-
ber — as a guitarist, writer and
artist. My wife and I grew up
in Montgomery, Alabama, and
moved to Nashville to contin-
ue in the recording industry.”

Morgan said he’s still com-
posing but now has three chil-
dren. Before moving to the
Austin area, he was on stage
at Dell Diamond, for the first

Spirit Fest. There, he met
Lowell MacGregor, collabo-
rator and producer for Spirit
Fest since its inception. Mac-
Gregor continues with the
event this year.

MacGregor recently trav-
eled to Ethiopia on a mis-
sion trip, in conjunction with
Compassion International, a
national outreach program
that targets poverty strick-
en children across the globe.
The non-profit organization
reaches out to desolate areas,
families in despair and offers
medical treatment and food
plus a place to worship.

“I visited the local church-
es in the area and my job
was to share the Gospel with
these people,” MacGregor
said. “The first day I arrived,
I made a home visit. I en-
tered a courtyard-like setting
on rocky terrain situated be-
tween two mud style build-
ings similar to what we call
stucco. In the center I viewed
an 8-by-10 area covered with
plastic tarps — like shower
curtains.

“Sticks and plastic were
all that protected a grand-
mother in her 50’s, her love-
ly daughter in her 20’s and
her 18-month-old child from
the elements. A hot plate,
five-gallon water jug and a
sleeping area the size of my
coffee table were all I saw in a

Spirit continued on A2

Spirit Fest Christian music
event returns to Dell Diamond
More than 15,000 fans
expected at largest
family festival in area.

ARTSANDENTERTAINMENT

Jeremy Camp will be among the
headliners at Spirit Fest, which
takes place Sunday, Nov. 23, at
Dell Diamond. CONTRIBUTED
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Homecoming surprise
Annie Schwanke was a bit surprised upon hearing her selection as homecoming queen. Besides her is her dad, Doug Schwanke. Round 
Rock High School hosted homecoming festivities last week, culminating in thecoronation of the homecoming king and queen during the 
Dragons-Westwood football game Oct. 31. HENRY HUEY FOR ROUND ROCK LEADER
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HEALTH

Officials talk budget
cuts, lower tax rate

CRIME

Goliad authorities make
2 arrests in homicide case
ADVOCATE STAFF REPORT

Goliad authorities arrested two
men Tuesday in connection to
the death of Christoval Lee
Garza, but the investigation con-
tinues.

Luis Michael Flores, 49, and
Torivio Gutierrez, 41, were ar-
rested by deputies. At least one
more person is expected to be ar-

rested, and a fourth person might
have also been involved in
Garza’s death, Goliad County
Sheriff Kirby Brumby said.

“We’re unsure at this point,” he
said. “But there’ll probably be
three.”

Garza, 38, was found dead July
4 on Warrick Road behind a grain
elevator. Authorities said at the

time Garza sustained an injury to
his head, and it appeared he had
slipped, fell and hit the con-
crete.

Later, however, they learned
through a medical examiner’s re-
port that Garza’s death was a
homicide because he had suf-
fered blunt force trauma to the
torso.

ALOVEOFCHARITY

BY ELENA WATTS
EWATTS@VICAD.COM

Charity Corbitt, 43, was homeless and
penniless when her throat began to feel in-
cessantly sore. Pain in her ears, her jaw
and her head soon joined her scratchy
throat and dry cough.

COMMUNITY COMES TOGETHER TO CARE FOR HOMELESS WOMAN WITH CANCER

SEE CANCER, A4

PHOTOS BY FRANK
TILLEY/FTILLEY@VICAD.COM
Laser beams that
pinpoint the area
where radiation will
be applied are
tweaked into place
using a
preprogrammed
computer analysis.
Homeless and
unable to qualify for
any government
assistance, Charity
Corbitt’s life turned
around after Lisa
Griffin with
Mid-Coast Family
Services worked to
get Corbitt medical
treatment.

Charity Corbitt
holds on to her
tracheotomy
pipe as she
talks about
being a
homeless
person trying to
seek medical
help.

BY MELISSA CROWE
MCROWE@VICAD.COM

Budget cuts are looming for
Victoria’s public library, pool
and zoo.

Victoria City Council met
Tuesday hoping to reach a
consensus on the tax rate
property owners will pay next
year.

The proposed budget calls
for employee raises, out-
sourcing street sweeping and
creating a new street main-
tenance program. To meet
those goals, city staff pro-
posed cutting programs that
televise parks and planning

SEE CITY COUNCIL, A4

In March, Corbitt visited Christ’s
Kitchen as she had many times during
the past two years.

The only difference that day was that
Corbitt waited on results of a biopsy, and
she knew in her heart that she had can-
cer.

She confided her fears in Trish Hast-
ings, assistant executive director of
Christ’s Kitchen, just as Ginny Stafford,
chief executive officer of Mid-Coast Fam-
ily Services, arrived.

“I told them I was all by myself now –
my husband left when I got sick – and
that I was done,” Corbitt said. “And Gin-
ny swooped in and scooped me up.”

By the end of the day, Corbitt had an
apartment, a bed, a warm bath and a re-
newed faith in God.

“I was mad at God – a skeptic,” she
said. “But I think He’s up there.”

‘Saturday Night Live’ closes curtain on Noel Wells
ADVOCATE STAFF REPORT

Victoria-raised Noel Wells
has been cut from “Saturday
Night Live.”

SNL chose not to renew
Wells’ contract, according to
Entertainment Weekly.

Wells was the only female

cast member to join this past
September and was best
known for her imperson-
ations of Lena Dunham from
the HBO series “Girls.” She
also did impersonations of
Emma Stone and Nancy
Grace.

Since the age of 12, Wells
said she was going to be on
SNL, her aunt Melinda Wells
Ranjel said in a past Advo-
cate story.

John Milhiser, who was also
part of the fall cast, also won’t
be returning.

Citing a hostile work 
environment and unethi-

cal practices, the City of 
Bandera municipal court 
clerk has filed a complaint 
with the State Commis-
sion on Judicial Conduct 

and tendered her resigna-
tion. 

“The hostile environ-
ment within the court of-
fices was created due to 

the lack of ethical charac-
ter and the constant chaos 
and divided factions af-
fected by fear-inducing 
verbiage and actions by 

Judge [Frances] Kaiser,” 
Laura Phipps wrote in her 
Sept. 8 letter of resigna-
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Bandera Family Practice

• Internal Medicine
• Family Practice
• Women’s Health
• Cardiology
• Infectious Diseases

Saleh Jaafar, M.D.

830.460.7660 • WWW.KMAUTO.BIZ
KM Auto Sales

NOT MUCH $$$$?
Mechanic’s Specials from
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Thursday 96 74
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Saturday 82 70
Sunday 87 71
Monday 89 71
Tuesday 89 71

114 Enchanted River Dr 
Bandera, TX 78003

Phone: 830-796-9000
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Missed 
The Tax
Deadline? 
Call Today, 
We’re Here 
To Help.

Aquatech Drilling, Inc.  

830-796-WELL
REED SCRUBY

LICENSE # 54402 APKL

SERVING THESE 
COUNTIES:
Bandera • Bexar
Medina • Kerr

Kendall • Comal 

• Commercial
• Residential
• Well Drilling
• Pump Sales
• Pump Service
• Windmills
• Water Conditioning
• Water Storage
• Well Plugging
• Well
   Rehabilitation

Kid Korral Kids’ Corner

INFANTS
NOW ACCEPTING

$480 per month • FREE ENROLLMENT
4173 Hwy 16 S • Bandera

830-796-8866
www.thekidkorral.com

KIDS’ CORNER
See Kids’ Corner on 
page A8.

BULLETIN PHOTO/Jessica Hawley-Jerome

Iconic longhorns are led down Main Street during the annual Labor Day Parade in Bandera, commemorating the legendary cattle drives through Bandera 
from 1874-1894.

WEATHER

TM

STATE FARM

AUTO
INSURANCE

ALAN DAVIS, AGENT
796-7717

COUNTYWIDE
BURN BAN

LIFTED

See the Medina Lake level 
report in the Lakehills/Pipe 
Creek column.

BULLETIN PHOTO/Jessica Hawley-Jerome

The man of the hour, Dave Burell, does the John Wayne Hat Toss, during the dedication of the Great Western Cattle 
Trail marker on Aug. 30. Burell is the founder and first president of the Great Western Cattle Trail Association.

john wayne hat toss

City reviews ethics claims against municipal judge
By Jessica Hawley-Jerome
jessica@banderabulletin.com

A Bandera woman is re-
covering in the hospital after 
being hit by a car Monday 
evening. According to reports, 
Maria Reyna, 39, was walking 
toward downtown Bandera 
when she was struck by a ve-
hicle turning onto Montague 
Drive.

County Chief Deputy Matt 
King said the driver of the ve-
hicle claimed he was blinded 
by the sun as it was setting at 
7:34 p.m. and did not see Rey-
na walking. Airlife transported 
her to University Hospital in 
San Antonio. As of Tuesday 
morning, she was reported to 
have a few fractured bones 
and was  in stable condition. 

City Marshal Charlie Hicks 
said the case is under investi-
gation, however no foul play is 
suspected.

Pedestrian  
hit by car 
on Main 

Street
By Jessica Hawley-Jerome
jessica@banderabulletin.com

head ‘em upThe City of Bandera 
Fall Bulk Pickup will be 
Sept. 8-12, for three 
cubic yards only. 

No chemicals, con-
struction material, tires 
or hazardous materi-
als. For residential only. 
Additional charges will 
apply for pickup more 
than three cubic yards.  
Please do not put out 
more than three days 
in advance. 

FALL PICKUP

The Parade of 
Decades for Bandera 
High School classes 
ending in “4” - 1944, 
1954, 1964, 1974, 1984, 
1994, 2004, 2014 - will 
be Friday, Sept. 26, at 
the Bandera Home-
coming Football 
Game. 

HOMECOMING

SEE JUDGE, PAGE A5

U.S.P.S. # 055-860                      H                      website: www.mybiglake.com                      H                      e-mail: editor@mybiglake.com    

75¢75¢75¢

© Copyright 2014, Masked Rider Publishing, Inc. 

January 16, 2014

Volume 90
Issue 3

REAGAN COUNTY, TEXAS  PROUD HOME OF LOCAL LEGEND J.J. GOLLIDAY

BASKETBALL: Owls/Lady Owls notch district wins,  4          Announcement: Villarreal - Torres to Wed,  3          HONOR: Golliday Retires from Texas Guard,  8          STOLEN: Stolen Truck Rolls Near Crane,  7 

Honor: Golliday retires from Texas Guard after 29 years: Page 8

ELKINS LAW FIRM
Chad Elkins – Attorney At Law

300 N. Plaza, Big Lake, TX 76932 • Se Habla Espanol

325-884-2247
Not Board Certified by the Texas 

Board of Legal Specialization

Rainfall data collected at West Texas 
Mesonet located 1 mile west of Big Lake

RAINFALL REPORT
Dec Total  .. 0.82 in.
Nov Total  .. 1.47 in.
Oct Total  .. 1.32 in.
2013 YEAR TOTAL             17.94  in.

Wed.

7 Day at a glance...7 Day at a glance...7 Day at a glance...
65 

31 
Thurs. Tues. Mon.Sun.Sat.   Fri. 

33 33 38 34 32 34
57 63 64 67 61 64

R.C. OWLS vs. Tornillo (District)
Friday, Jan 17  HOME  8 p.m.

LADY OWLS  vs. Tornillo (District)
Friday, Jan 17  HOME  6:30 p.m.

ASU releases  
Disincorporation 

Study for Big Lake
Reagan County Judge Larry Isom last 

week received Angelo State University’s 
disincorporation study for the City of Big 
Lake.

The document, which totals 21 pages, 
is in the form of a template.

“This template is an objective analy-
sis of the facts,” ASU’s Jack Barbour, 
Ph.D. said. “People across the state can 
use it as a tool when thinking about 
disincorporation.”

Barbour said that he wanted to keep 
the template broad so that it could be 
applied to many communities.

“We could have been bogged down by 
minutia if we had focused specifically on 
Big Lake,” Barbour said. “This template 
will help get people to focus on different 
areas that are impacted by disincorpora-
tion no matter what community they live 
in.”

County Judge Larry Isom said that the 
document was not what he was expecting 
from the study.

“I thought we were going to see more 
of a pros and cons type of paper,” Isom 
said. “Something everyone could look at 
and form an opinion on. Then we could 
move forward.” 

The paper begins with a brief descrip-
tion of what disincorporation is legally 

Reagan County Grand Jury handed 
down two indictments Monday, December 
9, 2013. One indictment remained sealed. 

Trine Arango, male, 25, was indicted 
for Burglary of a Habitation - Texas Penal 
Code 30.02 - Second Degree Felony. Bond 
was set at $7,500.00. 

The indictment states that Trine, with 
the intent to commit an assault against a 
person, entered a habitation, without the 
effective consent of the owner. The inci-
dent took place on September 17, 2013.

Reagan County
Grand Jury report

County to enforce 
State food health and 

safety laws
The Reagan County Commissioners’ 

Court passed an order Monday that gives 
the county the power to enforce food 
establishment regulations in accordance 
with the Texas Health and Safety Code.

Commissioner Galloway said that the 
order is a way for the county to make sure 
food being prepared for the public outside 
of the city limits of Big Lake is being pre-
pared in a safe and sanitary manner.

Galloway pointed out that there will 
soon be truck stops in the county that 
will have restaurants in them (such as 
Taco Bell) and there will need to be some 
oversight.

MJ Roach and Susan Irwin were on 
hand to hear the discussion as citizens.

Roach said that they were interested 
in operating a food truck, but wanted to 
hear what kind of regulations the county 
is putting in place.

Galloway said that the county is only 
acting to enforce the laws already in place 
by the State.

The county has been in discussions 
with the City of Big Lake about the pos-
sibility of contracting the City’s Code 
Enforcement Officer, Cindy Mitchell, 
after hours to perform inspections on food 
venders in the county. 

The city is currently reviewing an 
interlocal agreement on the matter.

The commissioners voted 

A family of nine escaped a fire that 
burned their home to the ground and 
threatened surrounding structures 
early Friday morning.

The fire, reported just before 3:30 
a.m., spread quickly through the home 
of Becky Reyes located at 308 S. Texas 
Avenue according to Fire Chief Alan 
Garner.

“When the first truck arrived 
flames were already busting out the 
windows,” Garner said. “There just 
wasn’t much left. Almost everything 
was destroyed.”

The blaze was first reported as a 
possible electrical fire.

“My dad got up and saw that an out-
let where a heater was connected had 
sparked and caught a curtain on fire,” 
Candace Reyes, resident of the home 
said. “He tried his best to stop the fire 
from spreading, but when he realized 
he couldn’t stop it he started waking 
everyone up.”

Candace said that her father began 

yelling for everyone to get out of the 
home. 

“I grabbed my son and ran out 
along with my sisters and little 
brother,” Candace said. “We moved our 
vehicles to keep them from catching on 
fire.”

The home belonged to Eugenio and 
Becky Reyes. Candace said that she 
lived at the home with her parents, 
grandfather, three sisters, one brother 
and her one-year-old son.

“I never thought something 
like this would ever happen to us,” 
Candace said. “Everything is gone. 
Everything.”

Reagan County Deputy Pete Botello 
was the first on scene arriving just two 
minutes after the fire was reported.

Botello said that there was thick 
black smoke coming out of the front 
door of the home, and family mem-
bers were trying to get inside to grab 
belongings.

Botello made sure all of the family 

was out of the home and clear of the 
structure. He said that the fire esca-
lated very quickly.

The Big Lake Volunteer Fire 
Department responded, but limited 
personnel made fighting the fire 
difficult.

“Most of our volunteers have full 
time jobs in the oilfield that either 
keep them out in the field all day or 
extremely tired at night,” Chief Garner 
said. “I will say that the volunteers 
that responded to this fire did a great 
job containing it. The home was very 
close to the neighboring trailer house 
to the south. Things could have been 
much worse.”

BLVFD members Troy Goodloe, 
Mitch Dieter and Jaron Young all 
responded to the fire.

Chief Deputy Destin Wilha  arrived 
on scene shortly after 4 a.m. and 
assumed control of the scene. The 

SEE  HOUSE FIRE, 3

SEE  DISINCORPORATION STUDY, 5

SEE  COMMISSIONERS, 5

NOT ALL IS LOST

Big Lake Volunteer Fireman Mitch Dieter � ghts an early morning 
blaze that destroyed the Reyes’ family home located at 308 S. 
Texas Avenue in Big Lake. Dieter camped out on the south east 
corner of the home and kept water � owing between the Reyes’ 
home and a neighboring trailer house just feet away. Smoke 

could be seen coming out of the neighboring home at one point, 
but the Big Lake Volunteer Fire Department managed to contain 
the � re to the 308 S. Texas address. There were nine people in the 
house at the time of the � re. All escaped with some su� ering minor 
injuries.  

Nine escape late night blaze that claims Reyes’ family home

 J.L. MANKIN   |   BIG LAKE WILDCAT

Division 2
Great impact from the football scene. It really 
grabs the attention and then when you read 
the caption it’s even more compelling.  The 
double fatal accident in the 2nd place entry 
is an equally strong news photo with a lot of 
emotion.
1. Victoria Advocate
2. Nacogdoches Daily Sentinel – LogTruck-
Fatal/WreckOnBridge
3. Galveston County Daily News - Standoff/
Bomb hoax traps shoppers
4. None Selected

Division 3
Great balls of fire, lots big fire photos, but not a 
lot of dramatic photos. Overall a good category.
1. Seguin Gazette - SPD motorcycle officer re-
covering/Vacant mobile home goes up in flames: 
Good storytelling composition on crash, dra-
matic ball of fire. This one has people in it, bet-
ter than others.
2. Mineral Wells Index - Disappearing 
Lakes/Lightning Strikes Twice: Good storytell-
ing composition on drought photo, dramatic 
fire photo, not a lot of action, but good f/8 and 
be there shot.
3. The Courier, Conroe - Media Storm/Crash 
from Above: Good use of different angle in both 
shot.
4. Marshall News Messenger: Nice compo-
sition on historic building shot, nice moment 
and composition with Marine, but not over-
whelming.

Division 4
First place demonstrated a level of thought 

into the final edits. Images are straight to the 
point. Second place shows an ability to get 
there for the shot. Third place fills the frame 
well and fourth is just solid breaking coverage.
1. Williamson County Sun/Sunday Sun - 
Memorial Day 2014/Hats off to historic gradu-
ation: Nice, tight edits. Solid emotion.
2. Uvalde Leader-News - Border agent de-
tained/Major accident leaves one dead: Nice 
job being there for the moment. Second image 
is very intriguing.
3. Hood County News - Fully engulfed/Crash 
and rescue: Good composition filling the frame 
with smoke.
4. Wise County Messenger

Division 5
Some great images and moments.  Spot news 
is alive in Texas
1. Lamesa Press Reporter - Intense Blaze/
Deadly Crash: Good to see a photog step up to 
the scene.
2. Terrell Tribune 
3. Kilgore News Herald 
4. The Bowie News - Plane crash/water plant 
rescue

Division 6
1. Port Aransas South Jetty - Beating heat/
To the rescue: There were several accident pho-
tos submitted  in this category. Both of these 
photos stood out from the rest though because 
they weren’t just a snap shot of an accident, 
but the photographers creativity and skill 
were evident as well. That coupled with the 
on-the-scene respond needed to take these pho-
tos is why they have been awarded first place. 

DIVISION 2, 1ST PLACE DIVISION 10, 1ST PLACE

DIVISION 7, 1ST PLACE
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By Regina Crutcher
Lamesa Press-Reporter
 Lamesa High School Con-
struction teacher Bill Beck 
took 26 projects and 25 stu-
dents to the District 2 Skills 
USA District Contest in San 
Angelo on Feb. 7-8 and re-
turned home with 26 state 
quali ers, including the Best 
of Show project.
 “This is the most number of 
students that I’ve ever taken 
and this is the most I’ve had 
qualify for state,” said Beck. 
“These kids worked so hard 

to get their projects done. 
They work together very 
well.”
 Freshman Naomi Tejeda’s 

octagonal picnic table with at-
tached bench seats was named 
Best of Show. 

See SKILLS, Page 2A

By Russel Skiles
Lamesa Press-Reporter
 Little was left standing after a  re 
initially fueled by old cooking grease 
quickly spread and engulfed a resi-
dence in eastern Lamesa just before 
sunrise Saturday morning.
 Three people who were in the house 
were able to escape without injury but 
the family’s dog died in the blaze, ac-
cording to Lamesa Fire Chief Larry 

Duyck.
 “They were fortunate,” Duyck said of 
Stacy Hinkle and her family.
 “Nobody got hurt – that was great.”
 The double-wide mobile home, lo-
cated at 1512 North 8th Street, and all of 
the family’s belongings were destroyed.
 “They lost everything,” Duyck said.
 Red Cross provided funding to put 
the family in a local hotel temporarily 
and to purchase basic clothing and ne-

cessities.
 Duyck estimated the value of the 
house at about $45,000 and the con-
tents at around $15,000.
 “That’s probably pretty conserva-
tive,” he added.
 “Thank goodness they had insurance. 
That will help.”
 Duyck said Stacy Hinkle and her two 
sons, 17-year-old Devon and 11-year-
old Cody, were in the house when the 

 re began. A daughter reportedly was at 
a different location.
 Family members apparently were 
alerted to the  re by popping and other 
noises as it erupted and began to spread.
 “I’m just thankful it was about 7 
in the morning and they were awake 
enough they heard it,” Duyck said.
 Duyck said family members indi-
cated they had a smoke detector in the 
house but were unsure if was operable, 
as they did not hear it.
 The heater in the residence  was not 
working and the family had turned on 
the gas cook stove to provide heat dur-
ing the night, Duyck said.
 The West Texas Mesonet weather 
station just outside Lamesa recorded a 
low temperature of 27 degrees on Sat-
urday morning.
 Apparently the heat from the stove 
caused a nearby container of used cook-
ing grease to break, Duyck reported.
 The grease apparently ignited and 
caused the  re to spread quickly, he 
said. The family reported several other 
containers of new cooking oil were in 
cabinets near the stove.
 Fire department reports show the  rst 
 re ghting unit arrived at the scene 
only two minutes after the alarm was 
received at 7:22 a.m.
 “It (the  re) was coming out the win-
dows and the roof when we got there,” 
Duyck said.
 He indicated  re ghters were able to 
initially knock down the  ames with 
the limited water carried on the  re 
truck.
 The  re reignited and spread further, 
however, while a  re hose was put in 
place to draw additional water from a 
 re hydrant.
 Fire ghters eventually had four hos-
es spraying water to bring the intense 
 ames under control.
 In addition to battling the  ames at 
the Hinkle residence,  re ghters also 
were concerned about preventing it 
from spreading to another house a few 
yards to the east.
 “When we  rst sprayed it with water, 
steam came off of it,” Duyck said of the 
neighbor’s house.
 A total of 19  re ghters responded to 
the blaze and spent about two and a half 
hours at the scene.
 The  re department report shows 
about 4,000 gallons of water were used 
in the effort.

Inside

Thought
today’s

  Whether 
circumstances 
make one 
bitter or bet-
ter depends 
entirely upon 
the I.

“

”

Incumbent mayor
gets challenger
 Residents of O’Donnell 
will have a city election on 
May 5.

See “O’Donnell,” P. 2A

Consultant gives
Chamber update
 After one full year of 
working with local busi-
nesses, Johnny St. Clair, 
authorized agent with 
Texas Energy Aggrega-
tors, Brokers and Consul-
tants, said this week that 
he is anticipating an even 
better year in 2014.

See “Chamber,” P. 3A

Tor girls claim
bi-district title 
 Two birds with one stone!
 The Golden Torna-
does’ 4-2A girls’ hoop 
champs took a successful 
 rst step in the state play-
offs, while also enjoying 
sweet revenge on Tues-
day night at Plainview 
High School with a  big 
47-33 victory over the 
Childress ‘Lady Cats.

See “Sweet,” P. 7A

Tor boys ready 
for playoff games
 Monday evening’s reg-
ular season  nale against 
Coahoma for the Golden 
Tornadoes’ playoff-bound 
hoop boys here at Follis 
Gym pretty much typi ed 
their whole season.

See “Tor,” P. 9A

BPA sending 18
students to state
 Lamesa High School 
Business Professionals of 
America (BPA) sponsor 
Lisa Telchik will take 18 
students to state com-
petition on March 5-8 in 
Houston.

See “LHS,” P. 1B
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“ This is the most number of students 
I’ve ever taken and this is the most 
I’ve had qualify for state. ...

- Bill Beck
LHS Construction teacher

”

CMYK

Weather
    your local

            High  Low   Rain
Fri. 43 15 0.00
Sat.  64 27 *0.01
Sun. 74 28 0.00
Mon. 28 22 0.00
Tue. 29 20 0.00
*total moisture after precipitation 

melted from Thursday

2014 rainfall
total: 00.75 in.

Weather data obtained from 
West Texas Mesonet

Lamesa South Elementary School teacher Lori Sintell 
helps Lauren Llanas put on her 100-day celebration 
glasses for the current school year. South Elementary 
students acknowledged the special day last Tuesday, 
Feb. 4, with fun events, dress-up and lots of special 
activities. See related photograph on Page 1B.

COOL GLASSES           Photo courtesy of Ann Duran/LISD

Old cooking grease spreads fire
Home, belongings destroyed; three residents escape without injury

Firefighters Chris Rose, Brian Beck and Jason Wiley 
attack the flames that engulfed the Stacy Hinkle resi-
dence at 1512 North 8th Street on Saturday morning. 
The fire was caused by a cook stove left on during the 

night to provide heat for the residence, which did not 
have an operating heater, according to Lamesa Fire 
Chief Larry Duyck.

INTENSE BLAZE                                                                                       Russel Skiles/Press-Reporter

Lamesa SkillsUSA team 
qualifies most ever to state

Lamesa High School freshman Naomi 
Tejeda won the Best of Show at the Skills 
USA District 2 competition last weekend. 
The octagonal picnic table with attached 

seating is only the third Best of Show win-
ner accomplished by a Lamesa student. 
Bill Beck is the Skills USA sponsor and con-
struction teacher.

BEST OF SHOW                                                        Regina Crutcher/Press-Reporter

 The upcoming elections for 
both the Republican and Dem-
ocratic party primaries feature 
key contested races at the local 
and state levels.
 Those primary elections are 
scheduled for March 4, with 
early voting to begin next 
Tuesday, Feb. 18, and continue 
through Feb. 28.
 Applications currently may 
be requested from the county 
clerk’s of ce by anyone who 
needs to vote by mail in the up-
coming party primary elections.
 Dawson County Clerk Glo-
ria Vera said her of ce started 
mailing out applications on 
Jan. 3 to any quali ed individ-

ual who wants to vote by mail.
 Local residents who are age 
65 or older and anyone who is 
out of the county but registered 
to vote here may request to re-
ceive a ballot by mail.
 Vera said next Friday, Feb. 
21, will be the last day her of-
 ce can receive an application 
for a mail-in ballot.
 She urges anyone who needs 
an application, however, to 
contact her of ce as soon as 
possible rather than waiting 
until the deadline. The county 
clerk’s of ce here is located in 
the courthouse at 400 South 1st 
Street.

See ELECTIONS, Page 2A

Deadline to receive
application for ballot 
by mail set Feb. 21

Dan Parker
rePorter

State Hwy. 361, The Island 
Road, was the scene of at least 
three major accidents, killing 
one person and injuring 11 
others during the week of 
Spring Break.

Two of those wrecks oc-
curred within the Port Aran-
sas city limits. The fatality took 
place beyond the city limits, in 
Corpus Christi.

Port Aransas Police Chief 
Scott Burroughs said he 
couldn’t recall another Spring 
Break with major accidents 
on The Island Road in Port 
Aransas throughout the six 
years he has been chief.

Burroughs said part of the 

reason for the major accidents 
this year may have had some-
thing to do with the fact that 
Mustang and North Padre 
Islands played host to fewer 
Spring Breakers this year, 
largely due to weather con-
ditions. With fewer revelers 
jamming the roads, vehicles 
are able to move faster, and 
that creates greater chances 
for more serious wrecks, the 
chief said.

The Island Road was the 
site of a number of minor 
accidents this year too, but not 
an unusually high number, 
Burroughs said.

The fatality
The fatal wreck occurred 

almost five hours on Friday, 
March 14, a minor was picked 
up for public intoxication, 
dozens of illegal parking cita-
tions were issued and a hand-
ful of beachgoers were told to 
stop throwing their footballs 

toward the road. 
But, that’s just a mild ver-

sion of what the lawmen and 
lawwomen had to endure 
during Texas Week, a week 
that the majority of universi-
ties and schools are on break. 

While driving down South 
On the Beach, crowds were 
seen in spurts gathered near 
the surf, but around Pole 
20, things started to get a bit 
hectic and hordes of brightly 
clothed young Spring Break-

ers were seen walking in the 
middle of the road, covered 
in beads, with plastic cups 
in hand. 

A 16-year-old, who ap-
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The Port Aransas High 
School Marlins muzzled 
the Three Rivers Bulldogs.
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meet the Chefs

Great Grouper

BaseBaLL news

staFF Photo By Dan Parker

The ‘Meet the Chefs Food 
and Wine Extravaganza’ 
will be on Monday, March 
24, at the Civic Center.

Page 7A

See ‘STATE,’ 5A
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staFF Photo By taryn WaLker

See ‘RIDING,’ 10A

Beach
patrol

Clouds keep Spring Break traffic down
Dan Parker
rePorter

Did the city’s plan for deal-
ing with Spring Break traffic 
work?

It’s hard to say, because 
Spring Breakers didn’t show 
up in such great numbers as 
last year, when long lines of 
vehicles jammed State Hwy. 
361, also known as The Island 
Road. Still, police did deploy 
their plan, albeit in a limited 
way, for dealing with Island 
Road traffic.

The plan “wasn’t fully test-
ed,” said Chief Scott Bur-
roughs. “But, the short pe-
riods we did it, it seemed to 
work as planned.”

The plan called for not 
allowing southbound traffic 
to make left turns onto Beach 
Access Roads 1 and 1A from 

Saturday, March 8, to Sunday, 
March 16. It also meant al-
lowing northbound vehicles 
to make right turns onto the 
access roads only intermit-
tently between 2 p.m. and 10 
p.m. between Saturday and 
Sunday, March 8 to 16, with 
the exception of Monday and 
Tuesday, March 10 and 11.

But, as Spring Break ar-
rived, police saw that the 
weather was looking to be 
largely cool and overcast 
throughout much of the 
weeklong holiday, and that 
likely was going to mean 
crowds wouldn’t be so big, 
Burroughs said. Police decid-
ed to close access to the access 
roads only as needed.

They didn’t end up block-
ing traffic at the intersec-
tions much, the chief said. 

Barricades didn’t go up until 
Friday and Saturday, March 
14 and 15, he said.

From about 8:30 to 10:30 
Saturday night, police closed 
Beach Access Roads 1 and 
1A to eastbound traffic to 
allow heavy traffic exiting the 
beach to flow more quickly, 
Burroughs said.

The city also set up barrels 
on the beach to better define 
the beach road and keep 
it from being blocked by 
parked vehicles and pedes-
trians. The barrels were set 
up beyond the established 
wooden bollards, from poles 
19 to 38. Signs warned against 
parking on the west side of 
the barrels.

Burroughs said the barrels 
“made a huge difference,” 
keeping the beach road from 

getting so choked with traffic 
as last year. Emergency vehi-
cles such as police cars and 

ambulances were able to get 
through much more easily, 
he said.

This way
Bexar County Constable’s Precinct No. 3 Cpl. Rick Garcia 
directs traffic past Beach Access Road 1A on Friday, March 
14. Officers from many agencies helped Port Aransas law 
enforcement during Spring Break.

Monstrous good time
Spring Breakers party with Sasquatch (a costumed Adam 
Salinas of San Antonio) on the beach in Port Aransas on 

Friday, March 14. Police reported numerous minor incidents 
but few major ones during the weeklong holiday.

To the rescue
A HALO Flight helicopter ambulance lands on State Hwy. 361 at the scene of a head-on 
collision that sent several people to the hospital on Wednesday, March 12.

staFF Photo By Dan Parker

Major crashes
strike Hwy. 361

Mass
merriment
Despite fog, cloudy skies and 
cool temperatures throughout 
much of the week, thousands 
of people still descended 
on Port Aransas for Spring 
Break 2014. At left, a crowd 
walks and drives through 
an area of the shore near 
Beach Access Road 1A on 
Friday, March 14. At right, 
Richard Tamez of Corpus 
Christi was one of many 
Spring Breakers who wore 
eyecatching costumes during 
the holiday, which looks more 
and more like Mardi Gras 
every year.

staFF Photos By Dan Parker

Spring Break,
seen through
eyes of police
taryn WaLker
rePorter

Spring Break has proved to 
be a testing time for law en-
forcement on the Port Aransas 
beach. When looking through 
the Port Aransas Police De-
partment call logs, there were 
at least 40 arrests from Mon-
day, March 10, to Sunday, 
March 16, with the majority 
being public intoxication. 

According to the PAPD, the 
department holds as many 
as they can in its detention 
center holding cells and at one 
point last weekend, the cells 
were flooded with at least 74 
detainees. 

While a South Jetty reporter 
rode with PAPD Patrol Sgt. 
Mike Hannon in his SUV for 

This 58-pound grouper 
was caught during a 
bachelor’s party off Port 
Aransas.
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-ANDY SHARP
East View High School graduating senior Mo’Keysha Shanklin hugs her cousin, Colby Shanklin, after she 
received her diploma Saturday morning at the GISD Athletic Complex. She was one of 352 graduates 
receiving a diploma at East View High’s first ever commencement. 

2. Hill Country Community Journal - Hot Night/
Stepping Stones: These photos stood out among the 
rest of being a higher quality. The Stepping Stones 
picture especial demonstrated creativity in story 
telling. 
3. Azle News - Foam for the flames/Massive down-
pour: These photos display the photographers fast 
response time and ability to get close to the scene. 
4. Jewish Herald-Voice - Mega Mitzvah/Natural-
ized Citizens: These pictures are great captures of 
moments. 

Division 7
1. Bandera Bulletin - Head ‘em up/Rollover on 
12th: Great composition on the longhorns, with 
several of them staring their big eyes the photog-
rapher’s way and the sun casting long shadows of 
their long horns on the pavement.
2. The Big Bend Sentinel - Marfa demonstrators/
scoreboard: I like the low-angle feel of the photo of 
the demonstrators, with their signs framed against 
the sky.
3. The Sealy News - School board accepts ALS chal-
lenge/Got this under control: Great composition 
capturing a fun moment and fearful looks on the 
participants faces.
4. The Clifton Record - Wreck/House Fire: Solid 
police/fire photos.

Division 8
Handful of good spot news pictures offset large 
group of mediocre general news pictures.
1. Iowa Park Leader - House Fire/Fire meets water: 
Good job by photographer getting access and mak-
ing strong photos.
2. The Canadian Record: Picture variety showed 
readers the story in single images.

3. Glen Rose Reporter - SCFD saves rural resi-
dences: Photographer did good job getting to events 
and making good news photos.
4. Goliad Advance-Guard

Division 9
Not a strong category, photos look like what you’d 
expect from small newspapers.
1. Ozona Stockman - Fast burning trailer/Road 
department burns: Ordinary fire photos, but much 
better than other entries
2. Springtown Epigraph - LaJunta Fire/Jay Bird 
Lane Wreck: Decent fire photo, I’m assuming the 
car in background of wreck photo is one involved in 
wreck, cutline should have said so.
3. Cooper Review – fire/wind: Damage photo is 
boring, but nice fire photo. 
4. Tri County Leader - Friday Afterenoon crash.../
Body found in Whitehouse: photos tell the stories, 
but lack drama.

Division 10
First place was clear winner, helped by appropri-
ately dominant play in the layout. Other winners 
demonstrated solid news photography skills.
1. Big Lake Wildcat - Not All is Lost/St. Margaret 
of Cortona: Taking up His Cross: Fire photo was best 
in category - top-notch spot news photo. 
2. Eldorado Success - This one was only a toy/
Lightning Strike Claims Bumgardner Home: Second 
place showed two examples of solid photo reporting. 
3. Clarendon Enterprise - ‘Breaking’ news/Chal-
lenge accepted: Good observation by the photogra-
pher to get the people looking into broken storefront.
4. The Van Horn Advocate - Frontier Days/1914 or 
2014?: Both photos had possibilities. 

DIVISION 5, 1ST PLACE
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Division 2
The entries showed a great range -- from compelling 
coverage of breaking news to to deeper investiga-
tions that gave voice to ordinary people. The pho-
tographs and design combined to give the entries 
even more power, and obviously moved readers. 
1. Tyler Morning Telegraph: The Morning Tele-
graph’s reporting exemplified one of the most im-
portant tenets of journalism: to shine a light on
problems, and to push for results. The writing was 
clear and colorful, and the photos and design helped
to create a compelling package. Best of all, the  re-
porting changed lives. 
2. Lubbock Avalanche-Journal: The Avalanche-
Journal showed initiative in questioning officials
about the way inmates are being treated. It high-
lighted a disturbing trend, gave a voice to people
who had none, and held authorities accountable.
3. Victoria Advocate: Powerful writing and com-
pelling quotes about a community tragedy.
4. Kerrville Daily Times: Clear writing about
complex issues.

Division 3
1. Vernon Daily Record
2. Seguin Gazette - Sunny with a chance of sau-
sage/Crews battle blaze for hours
3. Waxahachie Daily Light - Waxahachie ISD
faces threats/Children speak of accident
4. San Marcos Daily Record - 18-wheeler rolls into
river/Tubing season spreads local law enforcement
thin

Division 4
1. The Fayette County Record - Board Room
Drama: Packard Calls Schulenburg Court a Joke/
Hunt for New York City Triple Murder Suspect Ends 
Here
2. Hood County News - Click jailed/Judges let

Pate keep her job
3. Williamson County Sun/Sunday Sun - Lone
Star charts sustainable future/Wolf land legacy per-
sists in deal
4. Wise County Messenger

Division 5
Good submissions. Winning entries didn’t just at-
tend the meeting; they went the extra mile to find 
sources, statistics and background. A good lead 
catches a reader’s attention every time.
1. Kilgore News Herald: Excellent enterprise on
a touchy subject with loose ends, for both stories.
2. Wharton Journal-Spectator - Clinic cutting
back its services/Gas leak disrupts downtown: Good 
enterprise, good writing, talked to the people.
3. Port Lavaca Wave - Death list found in bottle/
Wiggins under investigation: This is important com-
munity news. You made the calls and knocked on
some unsettling doors. 
4. Lampasas Dispatch Record - Four dead, 16
injured after rampage at Fort Hood/CEO of rocket
testing business meets with Briggs community: Im-
portant news and good, thorough writing.

Division 6
1. Jewish Herald-Voice - Chanukah miracle in
prison/Houston activists counter anti-Israel dem-
onstrators: Compelling topics, well-written in a
thoughtful, insightful manner
2. Austin Business Journal - Remote CEOs:
What’s it like managing a company from thou-
sands of miles away?: Well-written, thoroughly-
researched pieces on seldom-covered topics
3. Cleveland Advocate - Texas has nowhere but
prison for most mentally ill convicts: Timely, impor-
tant topics, well-written and covered in depth
4. Houston Business Journal: Interesting, well-
written takes on timely topics

Division 7
1. Freestone County Times - Guilty Verdict/Local 
Hero
2. Mount Vernon Optic-Herald - ETMC to close/
Raley muder
3. The Progress, Three Rivers - Big dreams help-
ing out small town kids/Good times had, great sto-
ries told
4. The Clifton Record - Tables Turn/Crimson Tide

Division 8
1. The Canadian Record: Excellent reporting on
two extraordinary events. The photography and
graphics helped enhance the writing, but where is
Laurie Brown’s byline? 
2. Meridian Tribune - War Games/Forever 15: The 
reporter is also a great photographer who captures 
the scene with images and words. The NATO exer-
cise story was exceptional.
3. Hico News Review - City Council debate over
EDC members gets a little testy/City Marshal sub-
mits resignation, Council appoints Eller as interim: 
There is a lot going on with this city council and the 
reporter has made a complicated situation easier to 
understand.
4. Glen Rose Reporter - Temporary removal: It’s
rare to run across a story like the one involving the 
hospital board member. The reporter intertwined
background and facts with a lot of quotes to tell an 
interesting story.

Division 9
1. Springtown Epigraph - Dog shooting causes
international uproar/Slain toddler found south of
Springtown: Immense detail in first submission.
Second submission had a wonderful lede and was
a beautiful illustration of a tragic story. Both good 
reads.

2. West Kerr Current - Top HCAF .../Blaze de-
stroys ...: First entry was very well written and sets 
up why readers should care. Second is also well
written with plenty of facts up front and enough
history for readers to understand the damage done.
3. The Liberty Hill Independent - Williamson’s 
petition cost taxpayers/Teens’ brush with death
draws town support: Both stories show the report-
ers’ knowledge of the area and readers’ concerns.
4. Lake Travis View - Boy hit by lightning still
in hospital/Residents: New home leaves little room
for view: “Boy hit by lightning” story includes good 
national stats and a look at what’s next, but didn’t
really have an intriguing lede. Both stories take a
little too long to get to their main points, but both
include very good information that I think the read-
ers would appreciate.

Division 10
1. Bullard Banner News - It was complete horror/
It was like I was in a washing machine: The article 
about the NYPD officer’s account of the days follow-
ing 9/11 was a very compelling piece. The accompa-
nying photographs really enhanced the story. 
2. Big Lake Wildcat - NOT ALL IS LOST/’12 Mile 
T’ set to explode: The article with family members
recounting the events leading up to and during the 
fire was nicely crafted story. 
3. Hill Country News Weekender - Winter Break 
absences cost LISD nearly $200K/New charges filed
in Colton Turner case: The article about absences
brings to light an important financial issue facing
the school district and community. 
4. The Olney Enterprise - Olney man faces six
charges in shooting/VBS flyers cause controversy
at OES

Murder in the Desert
West Texas trio arrested in killing of Kilgore man
By JAMES DRAPER

Trey Sands was buried under a pile of rocks, a lonely 
grave among deserted hills and crags near Terlingua.

Heartbroken and horrified, the 28-year-old Kilgore 
man’s parents are nevertheless relieved his body has been 
recovered, relieved his beloved dog has been returned, re-
lieved his suspected killers have been arrested.

November was a month of steadily building despair for 
the family as confusion about Trey’s late-October disap-
pearance finally prompted an investigation and, within 
a week, an end.

“It takes your heart, just losing him,” Trey’s father, 
Sandy Sands, said Thursday morning.

Weeping alongside his wife, Dorothy, Sandy shuddered 
to think of the parents of murdered children whose bodies 
are never found.

Finally, this week, “There is closure. We felt better last 
night just knowing they found the body.

“He’s gone. that’s all you can say. We’ve got memories.”
A 2005 Kilgore High School graduate, Trey moved from 

Kilgore to the small community of Alpine earlier this fall: 
a plan to resume coursework at Stephen F. Austin State 
University hadn’t panned out in August, and he was look-
ing for new experiences (and hunting grounds) in West 
Texas.

“Well, you don’t have a wife and you don’t have kids 
and if you want to go on an adventure this is the time to 
go,” Sandy told his son. Come mid-September,

“We hugged and kissed and he starts to leave. I said, 
‘Big boy, let me tell you something.’

I said, ‘You’re going to a place where you’re the out-
sider. Daddy can’t get you out of trouble there. If you get 
out there and act a fool and make those people mad, they’ll 
kill you. You have to watch your back when you go.”

Trey moved in with hometown buddy, Ross Edmonds.
Finding work on a fencing crew, he and his parents 

grudgingly accepted his new home was a void on the cel-
lular coverage, a fact of life in the wilderness around Ter-
lingua Ranch. Some jobs would mean a communications 
blackout of several days, and a week or more stretched 
between calls home.

“He was talking about how pretty it as out there and 
how he was looking forward to deer season,” Sandy said. 
“We said, ‘Well, we hope you’ll be happy out there.”

Soon, though, Trey grew restless.
He fired a gun into the air outside a bar Sept. 29 and 

was arrested on a Deadly Conduct charge, bonding out for 
$20,000 a day later.

But he was remorseful, Sheriff Ronny Dodson said this 
week, and avoided the hangout. He was no trouble after 
that initial run-in with the law.

On a trip to Austin for a bachelor party, Trey learned 
of a job opportunity in San Antonio, potential work as a 
welder.

Prompted by a “long time, no hear” text from Mom Oct. 
24, the young man called back and talked about the chance 
in the fabrication shop. Then, “I’ll call you next week.”

Trey didn’t respond when 
his parents called with news 
his big sister, Kara, had 
won the election for Nueces 
County Clerk. He didn’t re-
spond to texts from anyone.

Edmonds, in and out of 
town with work, grew more 
and more worried at his 
roommate’s absence.

Reaching out to the Brews-
ter County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment Nov. 14, Sandy said 

conflicting stories – Trey hadn’t passed through the Ter-
lingua DEA checkpoint, he’d found a new girlfriend – ap-
peased the family’s fears for a time.

Too long, yes, but still too late.
Initially parked at the place they shared, Edmonds re-

turned from a trip to find Trey’s truck was gone. Relieved,
“At least we know he’s there somewhere,” Sandy said at 

the time. “Maybe he’s coming this way for Thanksgiving.”
Sandy and Dorothy received a certified letter from 

Trey’s bonding company.
His payments on the bond had dried up. His last trip to 

make a payment, Oct. 28, he told the attendant he was just 
getting back into town but would soon be moving to San 
Antonio.

Thankgiving came and went: No Trey.
Kara’s mounting fears mirrored her parents’.
“She starts running stuff up and gets the phone bill,” 
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Sandy recalled.

Trey had made 25 calls in the week leading up to Hal-
loween, to friends and regular contacts.

“It stopped on the 31st,” and his last text – to a contact 
nicknamed “Country” – was on Oct. 30, looking for an up-
date about an upcoming hunting trip.

According to Sandy, Edmonds received a call from 
Trey’s boss – the 28-yearold’s truck was parked at the resi-
dence of a coworker and running buddy, Keith Allen Mc-
Williams. The typically-messy vehicle was “completely 
cleaned out and polished.”

Building steam on their private investigation, the fam-
ily reached some early conclusions: Trey does not clean 
his truck. He does not, as a witness confirmed, get his gear 
together, load up his guns and his dog, then abandon his 
first hunting trip of the season for a new gal.

“Trey didn’t leave with a girl. If he’s going hunting he’s 
going to hunt,” Sandy said. “He can find a girl any day, 
but he can’t hunt any day.”

Where’s Gauge, Trey’s dog?
Where are his keys, for that matter – they were missing 

from Edmonds’ place and his roommate’s things had obvi-
ously been shuffled around.

“One day just runs into another day,” Sandy said 
Thursday, as curiosity turned to anxiety and turned to 
despondency.

Out there, “It’s sand and rocks and brush and canyons 
and rough cactus. That’s what you’re searching in. You 
can’t find him. If we can’t find him— the guy that killed 
him—we won’t find him.”

That, according to Dodson, is what finally transpired 
this week.

Taking up the investigation in late November, his de-
partment’s focus settled on McWilliams and deputies de-
tained their “person of interest” for questioning Monday. 
Released the same day, the 49-year-old Alpine resident 
was back in custody Wednesday and pointing Dodson to 
Trey’s grave.

It was a long drive.
Any search is, Dodson said. He has eight deputies cov-

ering a county of 6,198 square miles. Serving a warrant in 
person could mean a round-trip of hours.

With the sheriff behind the wheel, McWilliams navigat-
ing, the Dodge 4-wheel-drive pick-upturned into the des-
ert, headed for the rough, hilly terrain. About 60 miles 
south of Alpine, the pair left the paved road for another 
20 miles to an area called Cedar Springs on the sprawling 
Terlingua Ranch.

They found Trey’s haphazard cairn Thursday evening.
It was just the first crime scene, Dodson confirmed. 

He won’t speak to motive, but his department has devel-
oped a loose timeline for the murder and tracked down 
the suspected killers: McWilliams, 42-year-old Terlingua 
resident Rhonda Joy Bloom and Charles Levi Morrow, 30, 
of Benbrook.

The group went out together Oct. 30th, Dodson noted. 
Trey was likely killed shortly after midnight Oct. 31.

“They were all together on this evening,” Dodson said 
Thursday morning though, at the time, he couldn’t de-
scribe the links between the four beyond Trey and Mc-
William’s work-friendship.

“I guess they were at one of the local American Legions.
They left all together to a residence on Terlingua Ranch 

where this apparently occurred.”
The house is owned by Bloom’s brother – “He wasn’t 

even in in the area at the time,” Dodson said. “Works in 
the oilfield.” – and it was there Trey was shot to death.

According to Dodson, the alleged killers moved Trey’s 
body 20 miles into the desert to bury him.

Dodson booked McWilliams, a convicted felon, into the 
Brewster County Jail at 11 p.m. Wednesday. Bloom had 
been arrested about 3:30 p.m. that day, and authorities 
caught up with Morrow around noon Thursday in Stan-
ton, about 180 miles away.

“The only way we could have ever found this body, one 
of these three would have had to show us where it’s at,” 
Dodson said.

The three suspects are facing second degree murder 
charges. A forensic examiner in Lubbock is responsible 
for Trey’s autopsy.

News of the crime has rocked two communities.
Trey worked a stint at Chandler Elementary School last 

year, coaching Physical Education students and dipping 
his toe in teaching.

Achieving celebrity status among his young charges, it 
was the kindling of a career for the young man, Mike Val-
lery said. Trey called a while back, the longtime Kilgore 
High School head coach and athletic director added, and 
he took the opportunity to coach his former student again.

You’d make a great football coach, he told the 28-year-
old.

“He was a great person with a big heart and nobody 
worked any harder than Trey did. He loved the game of 
football. It showed in his passion for the game,”

Vallery said Wednesday. He advised the Bulldog alum 
to finish his college education: “Being an aide and coach-
ing, he wouldn’t be able to make a living like he deserves 
to make and wants to make. If he’d get his degree, he’d get 
a coaching job anywhere. That’s how much I thought of 
him, not just as a coach but as a person, the way that he 
genuinely cared for people.”

There’s a lifetime bond between a coach and his players, 
between teammates on a state championship squad, Val-
lery added, and he knows the deep loss the members of the 
2004 team are feeling.

“They didn’t only lose a teammate, but they lost a great 
friend, and it’s a shame for something like this to happen 
and a young man like him to lose his life,”

‘Coach Val’ said. “Trey Sands was a special one, not 
only to me, to our entire coaching staff and for my family.

“It’s amazing to me because I’ve never known anybody 
that didn’t like Trey Sands … I really don’t know what else 
to say except I know we’re all shocked. We were hoping 
there would be some good come out of this.

Thankfully, we know now what has happened.”
Bill Slagle, one of Trey’s teammates the state champi-

onship year, said he’s saddened, disappointed to see his 
childhood friend come to such a terrible end.

The pair met in seventh grade, and Trey’s in-yourface 
friendship was a welcome relief to the new kid in school.

“He was one of the first guys that I befriended when we 
moved to Kilgore,” he explained. “To me Trey was one of 
the most gregarious people I ever met in my entire life. 
Never met a stranger, always friendly to everybody.

We played football together – I never really met anybody 
who was as intense and hardworking as he was.”

An attorney in Dallas, Slagle has watched the story un-

fold on social media and online news the past week and, 
while mourning Trey, he’s been gratified to see the out-
pouring of condolences from friends and strangers.

“He was a very unique guy and somebody it doesn’t sur-
prise me was very memorable and cherished by a lot of 
folks,” Slagle said. Whatever its end, “He lived a full and 
rich life and brought a lot of joy and happiness to folks.”

Sandy’s lost track of the days. During the final stretch, 
Trey’s parents anxiously awaited every update from Kara, 
on the ground in Alpine more than 600 miles away, keep-
ing the fire lit under the investigation.

“We’ve talked to her every hour of the day or night you 
can think of,” Sandy said, praising his daughter’s dogged 
determination to find her brother. “If it hadn’t been for 
Kara going out there I don’t know what would have hap-
pened.”

Relieved that Trey, in time, will be headed home, there 
are still dozens of questions lingering. What really hap-
pened? Where are his guns? Why?

It looks, Sandy says, like Trey was excited about head-
ing out on a hunting trip, eager for the season to start.

He left and never returned.
“We are continuing the investigation as we speak,” Dod-

son said Thursday morning.
Justice will come, Sandy echoed.
“Time will help,” Rusk County Justice of the Peace 

Jerdy Wolverton told his friend.
Until then, and after, Trey’s family and friends are left 

with memories.
He loved his friends, Sandy said. If you messed with 

them, you messed with him.
“He had a lot of them,” Dorothy added. “He never met 

a stranger.
“He saw the good in everybody and he was naive. He 

trusted everybody.”
Tall and gangly, Trey was still young, his father said, 

apt to load up his dog, drive out to the deer lease and man-
age to get his truck stuck in the mud in the middle of the 
night, watching the sunrise as he waited for someone to 
come give him a pull.

“He liked pretty girls. He always wanted something 
planned that he could look forward to,” Sandy said, and 
his teaching certificate was the next big goal: “He wanted 
to do something. He wanted to coach. He loved little kids. 
Old people loved him.”

Trey will always be “No. 2,” Sandy added, stories from 
his son’s years on the Bulldogs football team a warm 
thought Thursday.

“You live in the memories. It’s what you do,” he said.
The memories stopped in that last phone call Oct. 24.
“We can’t go forward. All our memories go back.
“We’ve got some good ones.”
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KILGOROUND
BILL WOODALL

WE’RE BUT A WEEK 
away from the 17th al-
most-annual Holiday Hap-

penings 
in Historic 
Homes.

HOMES  
on the tour 
– mostly in 
the historic 
Mead-
owbrook 

neighborhood – are 
lighted and garlanded for 
Christmas. On the tour this 
year are the Thurman-Jew-
ell home at 1220 Brook 
Drive, the McMurrey-Hines 
home at 1206 Brook 
Drive, and the Anding-
Zwick home at 1200 
Brook Drive. The tour also 
includes the Brown-Tate 
loft above Goodday Cof-
fee at 111 North Kilgore 
and the historic post office 
– re-titled as the KHPF His-
tory and Art Center – on 
Kilgore Street.

THE tour is from 2 until 
6 p.m. next Saturday, 
Dec. 13. $10 tickets are 
available at each loca-
tion. Proceeds benefit the 
Meadowbrook Historic 
Neighborhood project

•
JACKIE and Vickie 
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SPORTS: Kilgore's Jackson 
All-American; Bulldogs 
get first basketball win.

See Page 11

SHOPPING SMART:  Look 
inside for money-savings 
specials from CVS Phar-
macy, Toys "R" Us, Walgreens and 
Walmart.

Heartbroken and hor-
rified, the 28-year-old 
Kilgore man’s parents are 
nevertheless relieved his 
body has been recovered, 
relieved his beloved dog 
has been returned, relieved 
his suspected killers have 

been arrested. 
November was a month 

of steadily building despair 
for the family as confu-
sion about Trey’s late-Oc-
tober disappearance finally 
prompted an investigation 
and, within a week, an end.

“It takes your heart, just 
losing him,” Trey’s father, 
Sandy Sands, said Thurs-
day morning.

Weeping alongside his 
wife, Dorothy, Sandy shud-
dered to think of the parents 
of murdered children whose 

bodies are never found. 
Finally, this week, “There 

is closure. We felt better 
last night just knowing 
they found the body.

“He’s gone. that’s all you 
can say. We’ve got memories.”

A 2005 Kilgore High School 
graduate, Trey moved from 
Kilgore to the small commu-

West Texas trio arrested in killing of Kilgore man
Murder in the Desert

Keith Allen McWilliams Rhonda Joy Bloom Charles Levi Morrow

Trey Sands was buried under a pile of 
rocks, a lonely grave among deserted 
hills and crags near Terlingua.

By JAMES DRAPER

"I’ve never known anybody that didn’t 
like Trey Sands … I really don’t know 
what else to say except I know we’re all 
shocked." Former KHS Athletic Director Mike Vallery

See SANDS, Page 3A

NEWS HERALD photo by JAMES DRAPER

The World Famous Kilgore College Rangerettes march down Main Street Tuesday night during the 84th annual Kilgore 
Chamber of Commerce Christmas Parade. The Rangerettes will take the stage of Dodson Auditorium, joined by a mix of lo-
cal dance groups, Sunday afternoon for their annual holiday extravaganza.

By CHELSEA KATZ
news2@kilgorenewsherald.com

In 2011, the Kilgore College Rangerettes 
brought a new way to celebrate Christmas 
in Kilgore – the organization’s now-annual 
Christmas extravaganza. 

“I think people should look forward to 
the show as a means of officially kicking 

off the holiday season and, kind of, putting 
everyone in the holiday spirit and looking 
forward to all of the special things about 
the holidays,” Rangerettes Assistant Direc-
tor and Choreographer Shelley Wayne said. 
“Just a time to enjoy some time with family 
and friends watching a good wholesome, 
American-style show.

Included in the ‘Rette, White and Blue 

Christmas Extravaganza are jazz, tap, con-
temporary, lyrical, ballet and Radio City 
Rockettes style. Guests to the show can 
also expect some novelty numbers from the 
three local studios presenting dance num-
bers during the performance – Theresa 
Burkett’s Tap ‘n’ Toe Dance Studio, Amy 

By CHELSEA KATZ
news2@kilgorenewsherald.com

Air quality tests done in Dodson Auditorium by ERI Con-
sultants in November came back negative for asbestos parti-
cles, according to Kilgore College spokesman Chris Craddock.

Following an initial inspection 
in the auditorium Nov. 21, ERI 
Consulting President Larry Snod-
grass declared the building “safe to 
occupy,” continuing that he found 
nothing unusual in the facility.

“ERI could have come in on their 
initial inspections and shut buildings down, but they didn’t 
do that because they determined the buildings were safe to 

Air samples green-light
use of Dodson at KC

By JAMES DRAPER
news1@kilgorenewsherald.com

The Glass Dragon may have been 
headquartered in Longview, Todd 
Hunter says, but the tail stretched 
throughout the area and into other 
states, a toxic presence that spilled 
into Kilgore.

According to Kilgore’s police 

Agencies' joint
operation hits
synthetic drug
trade in E. Tx.

See DODSON, Page 2 See BUST, Page 5

See RANGERETTES, Page 2

Spokesman:
No abatements
in the works at 
college facilities

NEWS HERALD photo by JAMES DRAPER

Dan Salter, special agent in charge in 
the DEA's Dallas Division, briefs the 
press on 'Operation Pin the Tail on 
the Dragon' Wednesday.

Rangerettes ready 'Rette, White & Blue Christmas'
Find more 

Kilgore
Christmas 

parade 
photos on 

Page 12

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18
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chance of 
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Third in a series

By MICHAEL A. SMITH
The Daily News 

 » GALVESTON

The city spent about $346 per resident on 
police in 2013 and devoted 38 percent of 
total general fund spending to police during 
the same period.  

And while police spending last year was 
down about 5.6 percent — to about $16.9 
million from a 10-year high of about $17.9 
million during fiscal 2009-10 — the per-
resident amount, and general fund percent-

age, were on the high side of average, based 
on a Daily News review of more than 30 
other cities.

But while those calculations are among 
benchmarks commonly applied to police 
departments, they have to be taken in con-
text, Larry T. Hoover, professor of criminal 
justice at Sam Houston State University, 
said. 

The issue
Police staffing and issues akin to it are 

matters of long-running debate in Galves-

 Experts say look at a range of measures

See police | A4

With one of the highest police budgets in 
terms of dollars per resident, Boca Raton, 
though, has some of the largest numbers of 
people commuting to work in the city — 
74,352 — while many of its residents work 
outside the city. 

Lifelong learners commit their memories to paper » B1

Becker, Dawson draw opponents early in League City council elections  » A3

How many cops? 
Galveston spends $346 per resident on police. League City spends $180.  
But experts say that statistic is a flawed way to measure police staffing. 

Suburbs, such as League City, traditionally 
have a larger portion of their residents 
commuting to work outside of the area. 
League City has more residents working 
outside the city, 32,410, than it has workers 
inside the city, 22,081. 

NOTE: Numbers are from 2011.

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau

PHOTOS: Daily News file, AP 

and courtesy.

46,140

PUBLIC SAFETY: The cost/benefit question

The makeup of the community 
also can make a difference 
in how a city is policed. The 
vast majority of Lincoln, Neb., 
workers also live in the city, 
and are mostly white collar 
government, university and 
insurance industry employees.

Cities such as Galveston and Boca Raton, 
Fla., have a higher influx of tourists and 
non-resident workers than non-tourist 
destination cities, so some claim an officer-
per-resident ratio is not a true measure of 
how a police department should be staffed.

“The cost-per-resident 
statistic is more valid than 
officers-per-thousand, but 
both statistics are flawed 

because the denominator 
is people who sleep there. 

... Consequently, tourist 
destinations are badly rep-
resented by both statistics.”

Larry T. Hoover  |   professor of criminal 

justice at Sam  Houston State University

August 2014
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By ANA GOÑI-LESSAN
Correspondent

 » GALVESTON

A 72-year-old man 
was killed Saturday in 
a two-car accident in
the 9500 block of Sea-
wall Boulevard that shut 
down traffic for more
than five hours.

Galveston Police De-
partment investiga-
tors said they believed
the man, who was in a
Toyota Sienna minivan, 
was driving west on the
seawall when a black
Infiniti SUV going east 
attempted a U-turn and
struck the minivan on
the driver’s side at 1:55 

Man 
dies in 
Seawall 
wreck

Drug arrests

By ANA GOÑI-LESSAN
Correspondent

 » DICKINSON

Drug charges were
filed against 24 people 
Friday as a result of a 
yearlong undercover op-
eration by the Galveston 
County Sheriff’s Office
in Dickinson.

Seven of the 24 were 
arrested Friday, and sev-
en others already were
in custody. Authorities 

Yearlong 
undercover 
operation 
snares 24

3

Ave C.

28th

Ave B

Area in 
Dickinson 
known as  
‘The Yard’ 

The Daily News

See wreck | A9

See drug | A9
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Athens Daily Review

Bible Verse
Jesus said unto her, I am

the resurrection, and the life:
he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet
shall he live:

— John 11:25

Next Issuewww.athensreview.com
Breaking News, Sports,
Classifieds and More.

Athens City Council met Monday night
to discuss a number of topics, including
granting a five-year bus franchise to The
Chariot Bus Lines. For more, see
Wednesday’s Athens Review. H 36 L 19

Athens

Daily Review
1885Est.

50 centsTUESDAY, January 28, 2014 Serving Henderson County

Find us on

Facebook

CHAD WILSON/ATHENS REVIEW

2013 Citizen of the Year David Holdredge, center, accepts a plaque from incoming Athens
Chamber of Commerce Chairman Ashley Adams McKee during Friday night's membership
banquet at Athens Country Club. Also pictured is Holdredge’s wife, Marilyn.

Holdredge
named Citizen

of Year
By Chad Wilson

EDITOR

Full of  humor, Dr. Bill Hunt
opened the presentation for the 2013
Athens Citizen of  the Year with sev-
eral jokes about Aggies and accoun-
tants.

Hunt, the 2012 citizen of  the year,
quickly turned the humor into hon-
oring one of  the city's finest as he
announced David Holdredge was
the 2013 citizen of  the year during
the annual Athens Chamber of
Commerce Membership Banquet
Friday at the Athens Country Club.

“Your endeavors to improve the
quality life for Athenians more
than compensates for you being an
Aggie and an accountant. Indeed
you are at the top of  the barrel of
candidates, where I was at the bot-
tom,” Hunt said. “I have found you
to be a good father, husband, grand-
father and citizen in all circles that
I have visited in discussing you and
your endeavors. Welcome to the
brotherhood and sisterhood of  the
Athens Citizen of  the Year.”

Hunt said Holdredge loves to

Celebrating Athens

See AWARD, Page 12A

McKee takes
reins to lead

Chamber
By Chad Wilson

EDITOR

Outgoing chairman Mark Allen
said 2013 was a tough year for the
Athens Chamber of  Commerce, but
2014 was prime to be a great one.

Allen addressed
the capacity crowd
at the annual
Athens Chamber
of  Commerce
M e m b e r s h i p
Banquet Friday at
the Athens County
Club.

He discussed
the tough obstacles the chamber
had to overcome in 2013 before in-
troducing Ashley Adams-McKee as
the chairman for 2014.

“I know this is the right person to
represent the chamber in the new
year. She is an attorney in our com-
munity, has high moral standards
and integrity. She is the right per-
son to lead our chamber in 2014 in
what I believe is going to be a great
year,” Allen said.

McKee said she was honored by

See MCKEE, Page 12A

McKee

ATHENS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEMBERSHIP BANQUET

Citizen of 
the Year

David Holdredge

Large Business
of the Year

TVCC

Small Business
of the Year

Hannigan-Smith

Ambassador 
of the Year
Kim Walker

TVCC Kim WalkerHannigan-Smith Funeral Home

Unemployment
drops to 2008 low

Theft continues in Athens

From Staff Reports
The unemployment rate for

Henderson County fell to its
lowest point since 2008 in
December, according to the
monthly labor statistics re-
leased by the Texas Workforce
Commission on Friday.

The county rate was 6.1 per-
cent, just a notch above the 6.0
recorded in November of  2008.
The December 2013 unemploy-
ment figure represented a
drop from 6.3 percent this
November.

The state’s unemployment

rate decreased for the fifth con-
secutive month, down to 6.0
percent in December. It re-
mained below the national un-
employment rate of  6.7 per-
cent.

“We continue to see growth
across major industries in
Texas, with all of  them adding
jobs over the year,” TWC
Chairman Andres Alcantar
said.

The number of  people un-
employed in the county also is

Property owners encouraged to take precaution

See DROPS, Page 12A

By Rich Flowers
NEWS EDITOR

Thieves were busy at vari-
ous locations in the city of
Athens over the weekend, ac-
cording to reports from the
Athens Police Department. 

Two of  the incidents in-
volved items taken from
trucks parked in the city. 

On Friday morning, a work
truck parked at the Super 8
motel in the 200 block of  U.S.
Highway 175 was reported bur-
glarized. 

An unknown person took a

welding lead and grinder from
the vehicle. The 200 feet of
welding leads and grinder
were valued at about $740.  

The leads are a target for
burglaries because of  their
copper content. Theft in the
$500 to $1,500 range is a Class A
misdemeanor in Texas, but
theft of  copper bumps it up to a
state jail felony.

APD Assistant Chief  of
Police Rodney Williams, III
said the department has inves-
tigated a rash of  car and truck
burglaries recently, and is ask-

ing drivers not to make their
vehicles enticing to thieves.

“Be cautious of  your sur-
roundings when you park, and
be sure to lock your vehicles,”
Williams said. “Don’t leave
anything valuable in plain
sight, and avoid leaving things
plugged into a charger. The
thieves will see the charger,
and assume its hooked to
something valuable.”

If  possible, place  valuables
in a glove box, trunk or other

See THEFT, page 12A
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Burn Ban Is Lifted

TUESDAY, JUNE 3, 2014

Madison Becka
Valedictorian

Zachary Ledwik
Salutatorian

Chris Benham Kayla EllesKristen ChilekAudrey Cernoch

Abby Morgan Ariel SvecEmilio SanchezKelli Reierson

Brittany Weishuhn Taryn WenskeColton Voelkel Kenzie WalkerAlexander ToensingCaleb Grimes

By ALYSON SVEC
The Fayette County Record

Every graduation is special, 
especially the La Grange High 
School graduation ceremony 
held Thursday, May 29 at Leop-
ard Stadium.

This year marked one of 
the largest graduating classes 
for La Grange – a total of 155 
seniors, now graduates, walked 
across the stage to receive their 
diploma.

The ceremony began with 
a processional from the La 
Grange High School Band. Af-
ter opening remarks from Kayla 
Elles and the Pledge of All-
egience from Madison Becka, 
the band played the La Grange 
High School Alma Mater.

Abby Morgan gave a brief 
welcome and Dr. Randy Albers 
announced the honor students.

Honor Graduate Awards 
were courtesy of Verlene and 
Atlan Citzler.

 District 13 Rep. Lois Kolk-
horst gave the Graduation Ad-
dress.

Kolkhorst began by saying 
what an honor it was to be there 
as she looked around at the sen-
iors. “I saw reflection in your 
eyes,” she said. “I saw some of 
you look down, some of you 
fight back tears a little and some 
of you say ‘Yes, finally!’”

She looked back at the La 
Grange High School’s athletic 
and academic accomplishments 

Fried Steak Dinner 
The Anchor and Pilot Clubs 

of La Grange will sponsor a 
drive through chicken fried steak 
dinner on Tuesday, June 3, from 
4 to 6 p.m at the Randolph Rec-
reation Center, located at 653 E. 
Pearl Street in La Grange.  Meal 
includes chicken fried steak 
with cream gravy, mashed po-
tatoes, corn on the cob, peas ‘n 
carrots, and roll. Price per plate 
is $8.  For more information, 
call (979) 249-6487 or e-mail 
rainosek@cmaaccess.com.  De-
livery to one location can be ar-
ranged for orders of 10 plates or 
more.  Proceeds from this fund 
raising dinner will help under-
write their projects and scholar-
ship programs.

Retirement Party
Caroline Mazoch, Court Co-

ordinator for the 155th Judicial 
District, will retire after 31 years 
of service. The public is invited 
to express their well wishes to 
Caroline on Wednesday, June 4 
at 4 p.m. on the second floor of 
the Fayette County Courthouse. 
Refreshments will be provided. 

Lunch Program
The Summer Lunch Pro-

gram will begin serving free 
lunches to children 18 years of 
age and under at the La Grange 
High School Cafeteria begin-
ning Wednesday, June 4 until 
Aug. 1 from 12 noon till 1 p.m. 

Golden Girls
La Grange Softball Team Wins State Title; Special Section Inside

The valedictorian for the 
class of 2014 is Madison Becka, 
daughter of Donnie and Wendy 
Becka. The salutatorian for the 
class of 2014 is Zachary Led-
wik, son of Warren and Gretch-
en Ledwik.This year’s other 
honor students (top 10%) are:

Audrey Cernoch, daughter 
of Alvin and Marilyn Cernoch

 Brittany Weishuhn, daughter 
of Barry and Virginia Weishuhn 

Kayla Elles, daughter of 
Darly and Aimee Elles

Abby Morgan,  daughter of 
Clay and Carol (Susie) Morgan

Christopher Benham, son of 
Scott and Donna Benham

Emilio Sanchez, son of Ra-
fael Sanchez and Rebecca Fink-
bohner

Caleb Grimes, son of Kevin 
and Lisa Grimes

Kristen Chilek, daughter of 
Bobby and Pam Chilek

One of LHS’ Largest Classes, 155 Strong, Get Diplomas  
Honor Grads 
Announced 
at Ceremony 

With the setting sun and a packed stadium of well-wishers behind 
them, members of the La Grange High School Class of 2014 wait to 
get their diplomas Thursday at Leopard Stadium.

Photo by Jessica Stamp

By H.H. HOWZE
The Fayette County Record

In what appears to be anoth-
er incident of human trafficking 
in Fayette County, 21 citizens 
of Guatemala were injured and 
one, Elias Chamale, was killed 
when the 2000 Chevrolet pickup 
in which they were being trans-
ported ran off FM 1295 and 
overturned two miles south of 
Praha about 2 p.m. Saturday.

All of the occupants were 
ejected from the vehicle, accord-
ing to DPS Trooper John Mieth.

Mieth described a chaotic 
scene with injured occupants  
being transported by three heli-
copter ambulances, three Fayette 
County EMS units and another 
EMS unit from Lavaca County.

One group of six had left 
the scene of the wreck and were 
found in a field several hundred 
yards away, including one with 
a broken leg, Mieth said, but no 
one admitted being the driver of 
the vehicle. “He either fled or 
the other occupants were pro-
tecting his identity.” 

See Honor Grads, back page

See Graduation, back page

22 Injured in Wreck
By H.H. HOWZE
The Fayette County Record

The Fayette Power Project 
recently received a Coal Com-
bustion Products Partnership 
Award from the Environmental 
Protection Agency for  its coal 
ash recycling efforts. 

Coal ash, the residue of 
burning coal for power genera-
tion, has been blamed for pol-
luting ground water and streams 
across the United States, but 
FPP has a positive story to tell 
about the coal ash it generates.

The facility’s coal ash recy-
cling program sells the material 
for use in construction materi-
als, road base, cement produc-
tion and soil enhancement. That 
policy has resulted in an estimat-
ed economic benefit of $29.4 
million since 2001, including 
revenues and avoided disposal 
costs, according to the LCRA. 

In some cases, the use of 
coal ash products provides en-
vironmental benefits by reduc-
ing the need to mine natural 
resources or produce materials 

using industrial processes, the 
agency said.

The award attracted the at-
tention of local congressman 
Michael McCaul who issued the 
following statement congratu-
lating FPP:  “I want to congratu-
late the Fayette Power Project on 
receiving the Coal Combustion 
Products Partnership Award.  
This international award is in 
recognition of the FPP’s reliabil-
ity, efficiency and cost manage-
ment while successfully recy-
cling coal ash.” 

FPP Lauded for Ash Recycling Program

State-Bound
The Flatonia baseball 

team punched its ticket to the 
state tourney by beating Wei-
mar.                          Page 6A

With gold medals around their necks, the members of the La Grange Lady Leps softball team hoist up their state title trophy after beating Van 7-3 in the championship game 
in Austin Saturday.                  Photo by Jeff Wick

DIVISION 3, 1ST PLACE DIVISION 4, 1ST PLACE

Division 2
In the telling of local and statewide stories, all four 
awarded papers have utilized creativity, design 
skill and innovative thought to package their pub-
lication’s content in original and exciting ways. 
From investigative pieces to elections, all winners 
made readers want to, well, read on and should be 
congratulated on their solid efforts.
1. Galveston County Daily News: The use of 
clean and simple, yet effective graphic elements 
on every page helped enrich content and assist in 
story telling. Particularly worth noting was the 
use of graphics and pictures on the cops package, 
a beautifully designed story.
2. Nacogdoches Daily Sentinel: The margin be-
tween second and first place was razor-thin. These 
pages are cleanly designed and provide the reader 
with solid points of emphasis, attracting the eye to 
the various content areas on the page.
3. Longview News-Journal
4. Victoria Advocate 

Division 3
Overall, good entries for papers who have to do a lot 
with a little. Nice graphics and use of white space 
helps with the design of the pages. 
1. Athens Daily Review: I enjoyed the fun design 
on the front and clean pages throughout. 
2. Marshall News Messenger: Nice graphic on 
front. Enjoyed layout throughout.
3. Huntsville Item
4. Herald-Banner, Greenville

Division 4
1. The Fayette County Record 
2. Williamson County Sun/Sunday Sun
3. Uvalde Leader-News 
4. Hood County News

Division 5
1. Terrell Tribune 
2. The Messenger, Grapeland 

3. The Graham Leader 
4. Wharton Journal-Spectator

Division 6
1. Fredericksburg Standard-Radio Post 
2. The Wylie News
3. Houston Business Journal 
4. Port Aransas South Jetty

Division 7
1. Hays Free Press: Not a single weak spot in the 
entire entry. Every page is very readable, and I like 
the clean, modern typography. A1 is laid out nicely, 
with a big story to catch the readers eye. The info-
graphic is a nice touch and something not seen in 
any of the other entries. In sports, the three-photo 
progression of the slide is both creative and infor-
mative. I also like the cutout on the features page 
because it provides a different, more casual feel 
thats fitting for that section.
2. The Sealy News: A1 is very strong with a large 
photo and headline to draw the readers attention 
to the lead story. Sports, too, makes good use of big 
art. If theres a weak spot to the entry, its the Opin-
ions page, which feels a bit cluttered. But, overall, 
a very solid entry.
3. The Clifton Record: A1 is designed nicely, with 
a large photo and headline to draw the readers at-
tention to the lead story. Sports, too, has a creative 
design; I like the way the the lead story is laid out. 
Often, multiple photos can make the story look clut-
tered, but this page was executed well. In Features, 
the page would have been much stronger had the 
largest photo been moved above the headline.
4. Leader News, Lytle: Solid layouts throughout 
the entry. A1 is strong, with an obvious lead story 
to draw the reader’s eye. I would suggest adding 
hairlines between the stories to increase readabil-
ity.

Division 8
1. Farmersville Times: Clean design sets this 

newspaper apart from the others. They use their 
visuals, subtle text treatments and design elements 
to create appropriate hierarchy. The interior pages 
showcase nice photography and sidebars. It’s really 
the little touches here and there that bring together 
an attractive, unified page. 
2. Albany News: Call outs at the top of the page 
showcase the interior content well. Overall, the 
pages have good hierarchy and the graphic touches 
set off the type well. Typography could use some 
uniformity. For example, on the sports page there 
is a sidebar with game details. Those varying font 
treatments clash. Stick with simple, clean font 
treatments for a more professional look. 
3. Iowa Park Leader: Interesting alternative lead 
photo, however the placement is confusing. You 
inherently think the story below the masthead is 
related to that image, which is not the case. Good 
use of sidebars to offset information. Great large 
photo on the sports page.
4. Hamilton Herald-News: The top of the page is 
nice with the cutout. Its a great way to use art in 
a different way. The font choices are all over the 
place in the design. Create uniformity with fewer 
fonts for a cleaner look. Also, avoid awkward photo 
crops/layout like the super skinny photo on the 
front page. Less is more when it comes to the sports 
page. While it is great to have lots of images, choos-
ing fewer, quality images would be best. 

Division 9
Ok, so I hesitated before giving first and second 
place to the same design team. Quite simply, I think 
their approach makes the View and the Picayune 
stand out from their peers. I work for a newspaper 
about the same size as the ones in this competition; 
the struggle for us all, I think, is to give readers a 
newspaper that looks so appealing they can’t wait 
to pick up, instead of just turning round and saying 
“the paper’s here, honey.”
1. Lake Travis View: The View’s design is col-
orful, attractive, thoughtful and engaging, and it 

looks like a newspaper whose design was thought 
out from cover to cover. The blue section labels 
are clear and useful. This was the best sports page, 
and story on the police department community day 
shows how even a partial page can be made attrac-
tive.  
2. Westlake Picayune: Petcasso is simply the 
most fun feature page in this entire category. The 
Picayune’s pages are neat, the use of color and pho-
tos is attractive, and this is another paper whose 
design is thought through from first page to last.
3. Ozona Stockman: This is a paper whose design 
drew me in and made me feel welcome. There are 
some lovely surprises, such as the little artsy illus-
trations dropped in on the editorial page. Strong 
sports photos. One thing to watch: the front-page 
story play made a routine feature seem almost as 
important as  big fire.
4. Sachse News: The News is a paper to watch. 
The Valentine’s day front-page was fun; it didn’t 
quite come off, but as with other features in this 
paper, it shows some flair. The lifestyle page was 
very strong. I’d take the best elements of this paper 
and use them as the basis for a front-to-last page 
rethink. 

Division 10
All the winners had well organized, easy-to-read 
designs making it inviting for the reader.  Note: 
also liked the Red Oak Record but unsure of how to 
rank as the paper does not have an editorial page 
(one of the required elements) and instead included 
a school page.
1. Murphy Monitor: Nice, clean, eye-catching de-
sign, attractive
2. Bullard Banner News: Clean, organized design, 
lots of faces
3. Big Lake Wildcat: Easy to read, filled with news 
the community cares about
4. Clarendon Enterprise: Makes the most of small 
spaces
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Sports 1B

Tigers advance
For details and photos the Ter-

rell Tigers Friday 30-22 win, see 
page 1B.

November 16, 2014Volume 92, No. 091 SeVeNty-FiVe CeNtS

subscriber

KIMBERLY MASSEY

and guest win
FREE ADMISSION
to a movie of their  
choice courtesy of

HOMETOWN CINEMA!
Subscribe for your chance to win. 
Winner to pick up movie passes  

at The Terrell Tribune office,  
150 Ninth Street. Passes must be 

picked up within 30 days from the 
date notified in paper. 

Offer void after 30 days.

SUNDAY

Soldier
statue
dedicated

Monumental week for veterans
Veterans Day

New Church Location
Epic Life Church is meeting at 

The Garden Event Center, 819 W. 
Moore St., due to storm damage. 
Service is 11 a.m. each Sunday. 
Visit epiclifeterrell.com for more 
information.

Chili Supper
Poetry United Methodist 

church is having a chili and fixings 
meal, including cornbread, desert 
and drinks, from 2-6 p.m. Nov. 15 
at 18734 FM 986.

Appreciation Service
The Rev. C.F. and Sister M.J. 

Robertson are going to be hon-
ored at 11 a.m. Nov. 16 at The New 
Mount Calvary Missionary Baptist 
Church, 113 Mellon St., for 26 
years of service to the community. 
The public is invited.

Free Vaccinations
CareVan will be providing free 

flu vaccinations, both mist and 
shots, to eligible Terrell ISD stu-
dents on Nov. 18 at Burnett, Ken-
nedy, Long and Wood. Permission 
forms must by filled out by parents/
guardians and be returned to the 
school nurse before Nov. 18. 
Contact Chris Johnson at chris.
johnson@terrellisd.org for more 
information.

Furlough PTO
The Furlough Middle School 

PTO is meeting 6 p.m. Nov. 18 in 
the cafeteria. Parents are invited.

Retired School Staff
The Kaufman County Retired 
School Personnel group is going 
to have its Thanksgiving lunch on 
Nov. 18 at the Terrell ISD admin-
istration building, 77 N. Catherine 
St. The meeting starts at 10 a.m. 
with guest speaker Wyman Wil-
liams.

SWCC Lecture Series
The Southwestern Christian 

College’s 77th Annual Lectureship 
and Founder’s Day Program is set 
for Nov. 23-26. The theme of this 
year’s series is “The Holy Spirit in 
an Unholy World.”

By Mi k e el s w i c k

Terrell ISD Superintendent 
Micheal French called the 
placement of a bronze trib-
ute to America’s veterans at 
the main entrance to Terrell 
Memorial Stadium one of the 
highlights of this career in 
education.

The statue he was referring 
to was unveiled on Veterans 
Day at the main entrance to 
Terrell Memorial Stadium. 
It depicts a World War II era 
soldier saluting the American 
flag with his right hand while 
the soldier’s left hand rests on 
the back of a young boy who 
is holding a folded American 
flag.

Terrell ISD superintendent 
Micheal French said when 
district officials first talked 
about having a statue com-
missioned to be placed at the 
stadium entrance there were 
some people who questioned 
the move and the spending 
money on it. French said the 
money spent on the statue 
was some of the best he has 
spent in his years of being a 
public school administrator.

“Freedom isn’t free and 
this is ‘memorial’ stadium,” 
French said. “Blood was 
spilled so that I can stand 
here and you can hear what 
you’ve heard today.”

French said it is important 
for administrators, teachers 
and the board of trustees to 
instill values in the district’s 
students.

“And one of those (val-
ues) is to be proud to be an 
American,” he said. “So when 

By Ga ry e.  li n d s l e y

Tim Lee is a Vietnam veteran who 
does not mince words.

“I did not give my two legs to be po-
litically correct,” Lee said to a packed 
Terrell ISD Performing Arts Center on 
Veterans Day.

Lee, the keynote speaker for the 
community’s Veterans Day ceremo-

ny, joined the U.S. Marines in 1969.
He said more than 16 million 

Americans served in World War II.
Soldiers returned home to parades 

and other activities.
“Then there was another war, Ko-

rea,” Lee said. “Actually, there were no 
winners.”

He estimated there are about 
35,000 Americans serving in South 
Korea today as a buffer.

After the Korean War, something 
happened, he said. It was forgotten.

“When the Korean War veterans 
came back, there were no parades,” 
Lee said. “Then, my war came, the 
Vietnam War … the unpopular war.

“We did not have enough men,” 
Lee said. “There was a draft and we 
went to a little place called South 
Vietnam.”

More than 58,000 Americans died.

“And tens of thousands were 
wounded,” he said. “When the Viet-
nam veterans returned, often times 
they were spit upon. They were called 
baby killers.”

Lee also said bags of urine were 
often thrown at them.

“There were no welcome parties,” 
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TISD fills PAC for ceremony honoring vets
See STATUE on Page 3A

Texas AG: City violating open records law
By Ga ry e.  li n d s l e y

What started out as a Terrell resi-
dent’s quest to obtain information 
about street addresses of Section 8 
housing in his neighborhood turned 
into the city allegedly violating the 
state’s public information law.

Bob Winchester’s saga started on 
Aug. 29 when he hand-delivered an 
open records request to Terrell City 

Secretary John Rounsavall request-
ing the information, which by law 
was supposed to be either provided 
within 10 days or explained why it 
could not be divulged. That did not 
happen.

As a result, Texas Attorney Gen-
eral Greg Abbott’s office deter-
mined the “city of Terrell is/was 
in violation of The Texas Public 
Information Act” because the city 
did not respond within 10 days to 

Winchester’s request.
A copy of the AG office letter to 

Winchester said the AG’s office noti-
fied Terrell officials on Nov. 10 they 
had violated the public information 
act and gave them until Nov. 14 to 
cure the alleged violation.

“The city of Terrell office should 
release to Mr. Winchester all docu-
ments that he requested that are al-
lowed to be released to him pursu-
ant to the PIA,” reads the AG letter. 

“If the city of Terrell believed the re-
quested information is confidential 
by law, it should immediately seek 
and AG opinion on the matter from 
the Open Records Division.”

The AG office letter further states 
that if such action is not taken, the 
state’s attorney general may sue the 
city of Terrell in order to enforce 

City
See VETERANS on Page 3A

See OPEN on Page 3A

By Ga ry e.  li n d s l e y

ROCKWALL — Eric Williams’s murder 
trial will start on Dec. 1, and a state ballis-
tics expert will be allowed to testify.

Dallas County Criminal District Court 
No. 7 Judge Mike Snipes, in a Daubert hear-
ing in Rockwall County’s Auxiliary Court on 
Friday, denied defense attorney Matthew 
Seymour’s request to not allow Texas De-
partment of Public Safety forensic scientist 
J. Clayton Jeffress to testify about ballistics 
evidence during Williams’ murder trial.

Williams, accused of killing Kaufman 
County Assistant District Attorney Mark 
Hasse on Jan. 31, 2013, and District Attorney 
Mike McLelland and his wife, Cynthia, at 

their home near Forney on March 30, 2013,  
in July lost his bid to have the ballistics evi-
dence collected during the district attorney 
slayings investigations ruled inadmissible.

Snipes, though, did rule in favor of Wil-
liams’ defense team’s motion for a Daubert 
hearing, which is a special hearing to ex-
clude unqualified evidence from being pre-
sented to a jury.

After questioning by Seymour and spe-
cial prosecutor Bill Wirskye, Seymour asked 
Snipes to not allow Jeffress to testify in front 
of the jury during the trial because Jeffress’ 
field is devoid of any statistical validation.

“There simply isn’t a statistical basis for 

Judge says ballistics expert can testify
D.A. murders

See WILLIAMS on Page 3A

The Terrell Tribune/GARY E. LINDSLEY

Defense attorney Matthew Seymour on Friday hands 
documents to state’s witness J. Clayton Jeffress.
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fredericksburgstandard.comto SuBScriBe
Get daily update email newsletter by sending request 

to: fbgnews@fredericksburgstandard.com

call 830-997-2155
facebook.com/fredericksburgstandard

@fbgstandard

inSiDe WeAther
BiG chAnGe
• Fredericksburg ISD 
votes to change tax-
collection entity — A4

eMerGencY SerViceS
• Joint county dispatch 
office recommended to 
commissioners  — A9

coMMentArY
• City manager, local resi-
dent, paper discuss fact 
sheet, amendment — D3

Feb. 5-11, 2014
Rainfall this week   0.06
Rainfall for February  0.06
Rainfall for 2014   0.06
Normal for date             1.78
Same date last year   2.83
Low – Jan. 29   20
High – Jan. 31   76
 

 high  Low    rain
Wednesday 40 20 
Thursday 27      20 
Friday 35 25    0.04   
Saturday 72       31 
Sunday 78       38
Monday 38 27 
Tuesday na na
total rain       0.04

Courtesy Lady Bird Johnson Municipal Park

Radio Post
Fredericksburg Standard

criMe

No. 36 - USPS 209-080 • Periodical $1Wednesday, February 12, 2014

HOMETOWN

hero
A bronze statue of 

Adm. chester W. nimitz, 
Main Street’s newest 

attraction, is dedicated 
at namesake museum

“He is slightly canted to the west, 
looking out toward the 

Pacific and down toward the 
house on the corner of 

Main Street and Lincoln 
where he was born.” 

— Gen. Michael Hagee, 
CEO Adm. Nimitz Foundation

“We unveil a statue which 
I hope will inspire the thousands 

of visitors who will pass by it. 
They will look up and see the man 

who, more than any other individual, 
won the Pacific War for the allies.” 

— Professor Emeritus Craig Symonds,

U.S. Naval Academy

2 MAGAZineS inSiDe

Wine and lifestyle magazine of the Texas Hill Country

ROCK  Vine&
Wine and lifestyle magazine of the Texas Hill Country 

ALL IN THE

FAMILY
The oldest winery on the 
Highway 290 corridor is 
also one of its top draws

Whistle Pik’s artists draw 
from global inspiration

FEBRUARY 2014
FREDERICKSBURG, TEXAS

Fischer & Wieser promote 
Fredericksburg Flavors.

Local food and Texas wines 
on the menu at Cabernet Grill

Our annual wedding 
guide has stories, advice, 
a planning calendar and 
more offers from adver-
tisers.

Celebrate the Hill 
Country wine and 
food scene, and read 
about other attrac-
tions and fun facts.

ROCK  Vine&
Wine and lifestyle magazine of the Texas Hill Country 

Promises

Stories and photos, pages A3 and D1.

Three arrested for meth 
dealing at local apartments

Three people accused of 
dealing methamphetamine 
in Fredericksburg were 
arrested this week by offi-
cers working together from 
the Fredericksburg Police 
Department and the Gillespie 
County Sheriff ’s Office.

Just under 10 grams of meth 
packaged for delivery were dis-
covered during the execution 
of a search warrant by officers 

around midnight on Saturday, 
Feb. 1, at 21 Linda Drive, 
Apartment 4, off U.S. Highway 
87, north of Fredericksburg, 
according Detective Terry 
Weed of the Fredericksburg 
Police Department (FPD.)

Oscar Ramirez, 26, who 
reportedly lives at that sin-
gle-bedroom apartment, was 
arrested earlier in the day on a 

Cont. on A12

STAFF REPORT

Chapa Middle School fam-
ily is reeling over the death of 
one of its own. 
The school sent 
out a letter Fri-
day morning 
informing par-
ents and stu-
dents of the sit-
uation. 

Chapa Prin-
cipal Lisa Walls 
wrote to the 
school’s par-
ents, saying in part, “It is with 
great sadness that I inform you 
of the death of one of our sev-
enth grade students, Izabella 
“Izzy” Rominger.  She died last 
night at her home.  If we re-
ceive additional information 
from the family about funeral 
arrangements, with their per-
mission, we will share it with 
you.”

Izy, as her family spells the 
nickname, was 13.

Kyle Police responded to 
a 911 call at approximately 6 
p.m. Thursday, according to 
Police Chief Jeff Barnett. Jus-
tice of the Peace Beth Smith 
also responded to the call 
Thursday evening at the teen’s 
home and pronounced the girl 
deceased at 7:15 p.m.
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As the Kyle Council canvassed 
its election results Tuesday night, 
the landscape looked largely un-
changed on the dais – Kyle voters 
voted incumbents back in. 

But with none of the mayoral 
candidates receiving a majority 
(50 percent of the vote, plus one 
vote) the top two vote getters – 
Todd Webster and Brad Pickett 
– will face-off in a runoff election 
May 31. 

“With three candidates in the 
race, I understood there was a 

good chance that I could be in a 
runoff,” Webster said. “I continue 
to be humbled and honored to 
have received the support from so 
many people in Kyle.”

Though no candidate vying for 
outgoing Kyle Mayor Lucy John-
son’s seat garnered a majority 
vote in the May 10 election, Web-
ster – a former Kyle councilman 
– came close to claiming the city’s 
highest elected office. 

Webster received 505 votes 
(46.53 percent), while former Kyle 
councilman Brad Pickett gar-
nered 369 votes (31.81 percent). 
Former Kyle mayor James Adkins 
took 286 votes (24.66 percent).

“We are both humbled and 
honored that the voters of Kyle 
have used their voice, and the 
message is beginning to spread,” 

Pickett said of himself and his 
family. 

He said his grass-roots sup-
porters have been energized by 
the election results and are excit-
ed to spread the same message 
his campaign has championed. 

“That message being that of re-
sponsible growth and responsible 
spending, led by someone with 
strategic financial experience, in-
tegrity, and foremost – dedication 
to our neighbors – the citizens of 
Kyle,” Pickett said.

Webster said he wishes Pick-
ett and his family well and looks 

PICKETT WEBSTER

BY ANDY SEVILLA
andy@haysfreepress.com

BY ANDY SEVILLA
andy@haysfreepress.com

BY ANDY SEVILLA
andy@haysfreepress.com

Runoff for mayor, incumbents stay
Kyle loser 
questions 
winner’s 
eligibility

KYLE ELECTION RESULTS

Incumbent Becky Sel-
bera who won reelection 
Saturday by seven votes, is 
now being 
questioned 
by her op-
ponent in 
the race 
on wheth-
er she was 
q u a l i f i e d 
to run per 
city charter 
rules. 

J a i m e 
S a n c h e z , 
a former 
c o u n c i l -
man who 
was chal-
l e n g i n g 
Selbera in 
her District 
2 reelec-
tion bid, 
asked for 
a recount 
of the final votes, and has 
advised city staffers that he 
will challenge the legality 
of Selbera’s qualifications.

“I do not believe that Ms. 
Selvera (Selbera) meets the 
qualifications as set out 
in our City Charter as she 
owes property taxes to the 
City of Kyle,” Sanchez said 
in an email to Kyle’s city 
attorney, city manager, city 
secretary and mayor.

Selbera said Tuesday 
night that her tax troubles 
were taken care of last year, 
which found she owed sev-
en years of property taxes 
on a parcel she has turned 
over to her daughter. 

The council censured 
Selbera for owing money 
to the city. The city charter 
explicitly forbids candi-
dates for office and elect-
ed officials from being in-
debted to the city.

Selbera is named in a 
suit filed in 2012 alleging 
that she and her siblings 
owe years of property taxes 
on a parcel on Thiele Street 
in Kyle. Then-city attorney 
Frank Garza advised coun-
cil that Selbera could not 
be held accountable for 
taxes owed on that proper-
ty as the matter was in liti-
gation, and it had not been 
judicially decided that she 
was responsible for back 
taxes. 

Sanchez said the fact 
still remains that she owes 
taxes – if not the whole 
amount, at least a portion 
of what is owed. 

Sanchez also said prop-
erty which Selbera has 
identified as having an 
ownership interest in – 301 
W. Thiele – is in arrears.

Hays County tax re-
cords show that property, 
which is under Selbera’s 
late father’s name, has un-
paid taxes for years 2010 
through 2013, including to 
Kyle. Selbera indicated she 
had ownership interest in 
that property on her per-
sonal finance statement 
submitted Jan. 15. 

“I believe that Rebe-
ca Selvera, also known as 

SANCHEZ

ROMINGER

KYLE ELECTION RESULTS, 3A

ELECTION RECOUNT, 3A

Chapa 
community 
faces death 
of teenager

TEENAGE DEATH, 2A
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Kyle is the latest city 
along the I-35 corridor 
to join the Lone Star Rail 
District, which hopes to 
connect Georgetown to 
San Antonio along a 118-
mile commuter rail line.

“Lone Star Rail 
District is the only group 
within Central Texas 
that has put together 
a plan for commuter 
rail; and I don’t think 
it’s possible to plan for 
Kyle’s future, particularly 
as we continue to grow 
in population, without 
securing alternate 
sources of transportation 
– particularly to Austin 
and San Antonio,” Kyle 
Mayor Lucy Johnson 
said. 

The Kyle council unan-

Kyle joins Lone Star Rail

Dark sky tour
Learn how to protect starry skies and eliminate light pollution. Expert Bill 
Wren will lead a dark sky tour at 7:30 p.m. May 16 at Enchanted Rock 
State Natural Area. Meet at the group pavilion, a half-mile north of the 
park gate. Enjoy star-gazing with the Hill Country Astronomers after the 
tour. Free and open to the public; children welcome.

Mighty Texas Dog 
Walk’s WAG & SWAG
Come for dog food samples, advice from top 
veterinarians, games of canine skill and a dog-
gie psychic. All of the proceeds benefit Service 
Dogs, Inc. of Dripping Springs, where shelter 
dogs turn into assistants for disabled individuals 
free of charge. The walk takes place beginning 
at 9 a.m. May 17 at the Palmer Events Center in 
Austin. Register online at www.servicedogs.org.

SELBERA
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Lake Lavon Levels
Normal – 492

480.57
as of 08/18/14 

Lake Jim Chapman
Normal 440 – Current 

430.83
Source: US Army Corps of Engineers

Stage 3 
Water Restrictions
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The 2014 school year free or 
reduced-price meal applications 
are now available. Anyone can 
pick up an application at the 
Farmersville Child Nutrition 
Office located at Tatum campus 
at 405 N. Washington St. 

A new application must be 
completed each school year, 
even for those who have pre-
viously been on the lunch pro-
grams.

Lunch program available 
in Farmersville ISD

Taxes rise 
due to 
2012 bond

Tax rate 
increases 
for ISD

BrotHERhood of service

Michael O’Keefe/First Response Photography
There are several female firefighters throughout Collin County that are making their way in the fire 
service. Back row from left is Amy Cortez (Nevada Volunteer Fire Department,) Catherine Akker-
mann (Wylie Fire-Rescue and Princeton Fire Department,) Jess Butler, Steph Bouillion and Krista 
Burnett (Melissa Volunteer Fire Department); front row, Kristi Thorton and Kayla Jensen (Princ-
eton Fire Department,) and Kathy Webb (Lowry Crossing Volunteer Fire Department.)

Wyndi Veigel/The Farmersville Times
Christine Toner serves as a paramedic within 
Farmersville VFD. She is also an RN for Medi-
cal Center of Plano in the emergency room.

Meet the teacher to be 
held Thursday, Aug. 21

Tatum Elementary School 
will be hosting Meet the Teach-
er and Kindergarten Orientation 
Thursday, Aug. 21.

Kindergarten orientation will 
start at 6:15 p.m. and Meet the 
Teacher will kick off at 6:30 
p.m.

Parents and students may 
bring their supplies at this time.

Recycling center closed for 
Labor Day holiday

The Farmersville Recycling 
Center will be closed Saturday, 
Aug. 30 for the Labor Day holi-
day. 

It will reopen Saturday, Sept. 
6 for their regular hours 8 a.m. 
to 11 a.m.

Farmersville PD launches Citizens Police Academy

BugTussle Trek rolls into 
town Saturday, Aug. 23

The BugTussle Trek rolls into 
town again this Saturday.

These antique, vintage and 
collectible cars and truck will 
be starting their tour in Farmer-
sville on the square. This is their 
46th annual trek to Bug Tussle 
and back. 

They are here for a very short 
time and always enjoy seeing a 
crowd, getting pictures taken or 
answering questions about their 
cars and trucks.

They will be in the downtown 
square from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 
a.m. and will be hosted by the 
Farmersville Chamber of Com-
merce. 

Sugar Hill Café will once 
again offer their famous cinna-
mon rolls and coffee for free to 
guests and welcome them back 
Sunday at the end of the tour for 
their awards luncheon.

Everyone is invited to make 
the group feel welcome and 
to come visit the antique cars 
downtown.

By Wyndi Veigel
News Editor

news@farmersvilletimes.com

Anyone who has ever won-
dered what it would be like to 
help police or how a police 
department operates now has 
their chance.

The Farmersville Police 
Department is embarking on a 

concept in community polic-
ing by hosting its first class 
of the Farmersville Police 
Department Citizens Police 
Academy. 

“The program is designed 
with the hopes of building a 
greater relationship between 
the police department and the 
citizens of Farmersville, ulti-
mately improving the quality 
of service to the community, 

while offering the citizens 
some insight on the challeng-
es their officers face on a dai-
ly basis,” Police Chief Mike 
Sullivan said.

The academy is a 12-week 
program meeting once a week 
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. start-
ing Oct.1. 

Applications for the pro-
gram can be picked up at the 
police academy from 8 a.m. to 

5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day at the police station locat-
ed at 134 N. Washington St.

Applications must be filled 
out completely and turned in 
no later than 5 p.m. Friday, 
Sept. 19.

Within the class, a variety 
of topics will be covered in-
cluding what Farmersville 
police officers do on a daily 
basis as well as lots of hands-

on scenarios. Participants are 
also required to complete a 
4-hour shift ride along with 
an officer on duty.

“We really want to get 
feedback from citizens and 
this is us reaching out to the 
community,” Officer Jaret 
Crawley, who is the organizer 
of the class said. “We want 

See PD page 2A

Wyndi Veigel/The Farmersville Times
A major accident impedes traffic on Hwy. 78 Aug. 12. 

Emergency services 
respond to wrecks

By Wyndi Veigel
News Editor

news@farmersvilletimes.com

An increase in auto acci-
dents has been seen in the past 
week in Farmersville and the 
surrounding area.

A double injury accident 
occurred at 5:03 p.m. Aug. 
12 on Hwy. 78 at CR 557, 
according to information re-
leased by the Farmersville Po-
lice Department.

Gary Morehouse, 58, from 
Blue Ridge was driving a 
2012 Toyota pick-up and im-
pacted Byron Gilliland, 29, 
from Farmersville. 

Gilliland was driving a ma-
roon 2010 Ford 250 pick-up.

Morehouse hit the other ve-
hicle from behind, according 
to the report. 

Both drivers were trans-
ported via ground ambulance 
to Medical Center of McKin-
ney.

Two accidents also oc-
curred Aug. 13, both of which 
were on Hwy. 380.

At 7:50 a.m. Joshua Rob-
ert Stephens, 23, from Bailey 
impacted a construction bar-
rier while traveling west Hwy. 
380.

According to police re-
ports, the driver stated that 
he was looking at the train 
crossing on the bridge over 

See WRECKS page 2A

Among the brotherhood of 
firefighting, a sisterhood is 
developing here in Collin 
County.

Heavily dominated by men, 
a group of strong, athletic 
women are adding firefighting 
to their duties in addition to 
being wives, mothers and full-
time employees.

Females often take on a 
variety of roles within depart-
ments, especially within the 
Farmersville  Volunteer Fire 
Department.

Christine Toner - FVFD
Christine Toner, who is 

an RN at the Medical Center 
of Plano Emergency Room, 

joined the fire department 
in March as a first responder 
paramedic.

“I’ve worked as an Emer-
gency Department RN for five 
years at MCP. A few years ago 
I was invited to ride out with 
one of the Plano FD Para-
medic/Firefighters. I spent the 
day shadowing him on all the 
medic calls. I was hooked!” 
Toner said. “I really love the 
pre-hospital environment - 
getting a call from dispatch 
and not knowing what you 
might walk into - having to 
make rapid assessments of 
your scene and the patients.”

See MANY page 5A

By Wyndi Veigel • News Editor • news@farmersvilletimes.com

By Wyndi Veigel
News Editor

news@farmersvilletimes.com

A tax rate of $1.43 per $100 
valuation has been set for 2014 
by the Farmersville School 
Board.

$1.17 is for Maintenance and 
Operations and $.260 is desig-
nated for Interest and Sinking, 
which pays for the school dis-
trict’s indebtedness. 

This will be the last step in 
the Tax Rollback Election that 
was approved in 2010.

Citizens with an average val-
ued home of $108,287 will see 

See TAX page 2A

By Wyndi Veigel
News Editor

news@farmersvilletimes.com

The proposed tax rate for the 
city of Farmersville is increas-
ing by 10 cents due to the bonds 
that were approved in 2012 to 
fix streets, water and wastewa-
ter.

The proposed tax rate of 
$.7857 per $100 valuation has 
been proposed for adoption by 
the city council. Last year’s tax 
rate was $.6975.

Within this year’s tax rate 
$.3228 is for the Interest and 
Sinking fund and $.4493 is for 

See BOND page 2A
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City proposes tax increase
By Rachel Rice
rrice@acnnewspapers.com

The city of Lakeway’s pro-
posed budget cuts down on the
city’s expenditures in order
to keep the city’s ad valorem
from increasing too dramati-
cally, Director of Finance Ju-
lie Oakley said. The budget and
tax rate for Fiscal year 2014-15
are up for council approval on
Sept. 29.

The proposed tax rate the
city is looking at for this fis-

cal year is 17 cents per $100 of
property valuation, a little less
than the current fiscal year’s
rate of 17.48 cents per $100 val-
uation, but higher than the ef-
fective tax rate of 16.57 cents
per $100 valuation. The effec-
tive tax rate, Oakley explained,
is the tax rate that would gener-
ate the same amount of funds
for the city this fiscal year as
the previous year. The effec-
tive tax rate only takes into ac-
count properties that were on
the city’s tax role in the previ-
ous fiscal year.

“If the appraised values went

Homeowners to see up
to $18 raise on average.

LAKEWAY

Property tax continued on A5
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Adopted vs. effective tax rates
This is the first time in five years that city staff is proposing
to adopt a tax right higher than the effective tax rate.

Source: Travis County Tax Assessor CHRISTOPHER SMITH / STAFF

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Adopted rate
Effective rate

Proposed
rate: .17

The effective tax rate is the rate that would generate the city the same
amount of revenue as the previous year, based solely on property that was on
the rolls from the previous year.

.1657

By Rachel Rice
rrice@acnnewspapers.com

The Bee Cave City Council is
considering drafting a resolu-
tion in opposition to a toll road
plan proposed by the city of
Lakeway, intended to be a traf-
fic solution for the heavy con-
gestion on RM 620.

During the Sept. 23 council
meeting, council members said
they felt the toll road, intend-
ed to complete the outer loop
of State Highway 45 around
the Austin area, was an expen-
sive solution that would be ul-
timately harmful to their own
community. Several council
members also expressed a de-
sire to protest the feasibility
study for the project, which the
city of Lakeway is asking the
Capital Area Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization to provide
$3million for it.

“[The Texas Department of
Transportation] has come up
with the funds to study the cur-
rent situation to see what en-
hancements can be done to
620 to at least alter it to get
some immediate relief, which
might include the synchroni-
zation of lights, for example
or adding turn lanes,” Mayor
Caroline Murphy said. “That
study is funded and is going
to get started ... I did express
dismay about this proposal to
(LakewayMayor Dave) DeOme,
which he proposed about two
years ago, and I formerly ob-
jected to him the fact that this

Bee Cave officials are
upset Lakeway did not
consult themon plan.

Lakeway
toll road
proposal
irks city

BEECAVE

Toll road continued on A5

By Ciara O’Rourke
corourke@statesman.com

A Travis County deputy
swept away in a flooded creek
was found dead in Lake Aus-
tin on Sept. 19 after a pains-
taking search that drew more
than 80 first responders to
help, according to authorities.

Travis County Sheriff Greg
Hamilton said he was numb
from losing Senior Deputy Jes-

sica Hollis,
who recent-
ly marked her
seventh year
with the sher-
iff ’s office.

Hamil-
ton said he
had told Hol-
lis’ family on

Sept. 18 that he would bring
her home.

“We wanted to bring her
back alive,” Hamilton said
with tears in his eyes. “She’s
back home, and she’s not out
there by herself.”

As the rain had poured ear-

ly Sept. 18, Hollis was check-
ing a low water crossing in the
3400 block of Fritz Hughes
Park Road just south of Man-
field Dam to see if anyone was
in danger, officials have said.

At 1:52 a.m., she reported
on her radio that her car was
being swept away.

When first responders ar-
rived at 2:06 a.m., they found
the car submerged in water
that soon receded enough to
reveal that she was not in the
vehicle.

Hamilton said he suspected

Deputy continued on A6

Hollis checked a low
water crossing before
shewas swept away.

Deputy’s body found

Travis County sheriff’s deputy Jessica Hollis’ body was found Sept. 19 after she was swept into Lake Austin
when heavy rains flooded parts of Central Texas last week, officials said. Lakeway police officers Ricky Gavit
(left) and Slade Fisher watch the rescue effort. LAURA SKELDING / AMERICAN-STATESMAN

FLOODING

Jessica Hollis

Mutual aid continued on A6

Rescuers depend onmutual aid

By Rachel Rice
rrice@acnnewspapers.com

In Central Texas, everyone
knows that when it rains, it
pours.

And when that rain wreaked
havoc last week, lake area
emergency personnel reacted
quickly, especially when it in-
volved one of their own.

The Lakeway Police Depart-
ment was among the first to
respond when Travis County
Deputy Jessica Hollis was an-
nounced as missing. She was

last heard over the police ra-
dio saying her patrol car was
being swept away at a low-wa-
ter crossing alongside Lake
Austin just below Mansfield
Dam.

Although the disappearance
and drowning of Hollis oc-
curred outside of the Lakeway
PD’s jurisdiction, mutual aid
among law enforcement and
other first responders is com-
mon. Such cooperation plays a
pivotal role, said Lakeway Po-
lice Chief Todd Radford.

“We heard she’d been swept
off the road, and we estab-
lished a perimeter and man-
aged the media and the inflow
of officer support coming to
the scene,” Radford said. “For

a day and a half, we played a
support role. We assisted in
getting ice and coolers and
fans and water — whatever was
needed in a support function
as best we could.”

The Lake Travis Fire De-
partment and the Lakeway
and Bee Cave police depart-
ments are no stranger to fac-
ing the rapid waters of flash
floods and keeping a wary
eye on hazardous, low-wa-
ter crossings. Though danger-
ous water puts extra strain on
first responders while they
try to handle other simultane-
ous calls, Radford said that by
now, his officers can handle

Chief: Lakeway PD did
‘whatever was needed’
in search for deputy.

School continued on A5

By Rachel Rice
rrice@acnnewspapers.com

Next year, the high school
students will spill over into
the former Lake Travis Middle
School campus and take over.

The last 2012 bond con-
struction project approved
the expansion of Lake Tra-
vis High School into the for-
mer middle school campus
(now to be referred to as the
high school annex) and is ex-
pected to reach completion in
the summer of 2015, in time
for the next academic year.
The project will include ren-
ovations of some of the mid-
dle school spaces to better ac-
commodate high school class-
es and extracurriculars, as
well as a corridor connecting
the two campuses, say school
officials.

“Part of what is being con-
structed is an enclosed,
air-conditioned corridor
on the east end of the main
building and the west side of
the Lake Travis Middle School
building,” senior director of
facilities and construction Jim
Ratcliff said. “There will al-
so be two classrooms along
the corridor to make it a more

High school is set to
expand into former
middle school campus.

LTHS
readies
for big
project

LAKETRAVIS
SCHOOLDISTRICT

The hallways of Lake Travis
Middle School will be renovated
in the coming months. RACHEL RICE

/ LAKE TRAVIS VIEW

ABERCORN
INTERNATIONAL

SCHOOL

KEEP CALMAND COMEALONG
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Wednesday 1st October 10:30am - 12:00pm

Visit www.abercorninternational.org or call (512) 263-8160 for more details
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lake lavon levels
Normal 492 

479.73 ft.
as of 9/16/14

Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Sales tax revenues continue to rise
In a Sept. 10 news release, Texas Comptrol-

ler Susan Combs said sales tax revenue for 
the city of Murphy in September 2014 was 
$195,045.41; the comparable payment for the 
prior year was $170,210.71, an increase of 
14.59 percent. 3A

City settles bill with Oncor
It was discovered that Oncor has been overbill-

ing the city for streetlights, due to inaccurate re-
cords, City Manager James Fisher said. However, 
neither the city nor Oncor knew by how much. 
Therefore, Oncor performed an audit on the city’s 
streetlights this summer. 2A

From Staff Reports
news@murphymonitor.com

Three major events are scheduled 
to take place on Saturday, Oct. 11, 
all of which present opportunities 
for residents to help keep Murphy 
clean and green, said Customer Ser-
vice Manager Candy McQuiston.

“On that day, we will host the fall 

Clean & Green recycling drop-off 
event at the city hall driveway,” she 
said. “And, second, we’ll celebrate 
Arbor Day by planting some trees 
on the city hall campus, and third, 
Progressive Waste Solutions will 
have trucks out for curbside pickup 
of hazardous household waste and 
large electronics recycling.” 

The tree planting and recycling 

events will start at 9 a.m. and con-
tinue until noon. Curbside pickup 
starts at 7 a.m.

Now in its third year, the Clean 
& Green recycling event will once 
again occupy a portion of the city 
hall complex’s parking lot. A one-
way in, one-way out, drive-through 
drop-off route will be laid out for 
participants to drop off their recy-

cling at specified points along the 
route. The driveway at city hall will 
be clearly marked and people will be 
stationed at specific points along the 
route to help.

“Along with recycling plastic 
grocery bags, Styrofoam, small elec-
tronics, printer cartridges, batteries, 

See THREE page 3A

By Julie Taylor
Staff Writer

news@murphymonitor.com

What does the fu-
ture hold for water 
in North Texas? State 
Rep. Jodie Lauben-
berg, R-Dist. 89, 
hoped to answer that 
question and oth-
ers when she invited 
Texas Water Devel-
opment Board Direc-
tor Kathleen Jackson 
to speak to her con-
stituents.

Director Jackson 
held an informational meeting about the 
Texas Water Development Board and 
what it can do for local residents at the 
Murphy City Council chambers on Thurs-
day, Sept. 11. North Texas Municipal Wa-
ter District Executive Director Tom Kulla 
was also in attendance and spoke briefly to 
the residents in attendance.

Jackson discussed the roles of the board 
and what they are doing to help bring re-
lief to Texans and ultimately an end to

See LAUBENBERG page 5A

Oh, long may 
it wave ...
PESH student Alyssa Luecke and her mother, 
Jackie Luecke, McMillen High School PTSA 
president, came  to volunteer before school to 
help post the field of flags. In honor of Patriot 
and Remembrance Day, volunteers placed 100 
flags at McMillen High and Murphy Middle 
Schools. These 200 flags commemorate the 
200th anniversary of ‘The Star-Spangled 
Banner.’   See REMEMBERING page 3A
Photos courtesy of Shelly Bottlinger

... O’er the land of the free 
and the home of the brave!

PANTHERS 27     JAGUARS 24

Photo by Roosevelt Joubert

Panther Pride!
Plano East kicked off the District 6-6A season last Friday with a hard-earned 27-24 home victory over Flower 
Mound, with Miklo Smalls, left, scoring what would turn out to be the winning touchdown late in the contest. 
The Panthers’ district season continues 7:30 p.m. Friday against Plano West at Clark Stadium. Senior band 
student, Quori Jenkins, performs during half time. (Story and photos, pages 1B/2B)

Fall Clean & Green event set for Saturday, Oct. 11Future of 
water for 
North Texas

Kathleen 
Jackson

By Julie Taylor
Staff Writer

news@murphymonitor.com

After years in the planning, south Mur-
phy will soon have a “signature park” to 
call their own. The city council and the 
park board held a special joint meeting 
Wednesday, Sept. 10, to discuss the proj-
ect and award a bid to complete the proj-
ect.

RoeschCo Construction, the lowest bid-
der, was awarded the bid, which included 
a base bid and four alternates. The bid was 
awarded for the base bid and three alter-
nates, at $2.17 million.

The base bid consists of City Park im-
provements, which include new grading, 
new irrigated turf, three softball/baseball 
fields, two soccer fields and trees; Inter-
City Trail (10 feet concrete and four feet 
asphalt), low-water crossing bridge, relo-
cation of the existing pedestrian bridge, 
benches and trail markers; and drainage/
grading work to provide for all-site drain-
age, new grasses and trees and a stone 
edge at the pond.

Three of the four alternates were also 
included in the bid. The first alternate 
consists of existing City Park demolition, 
addition of lights to the pavilion, stone 
clad pavilion columns, addition of a stone 
grill and seat walls, ADA upgrades at 
playgrounds, new drinking fountain, two 
picnic stations with tables, grill and trash 
receptacle and 20 angled parking spaces.

Alternate two consists of soft surface 
trails, interpretive signage, trailhead park-
ing, picnic areas, and landscaped trail in-
tersections. Alternate three consists of

See PARK page 8A

‘Signature 
Park’ for 
S. Murphy
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  S  pecialSections

ROUTINE SPECIAL SECTION

Dailies
1. Galveston County Daily News - Coast Monthly 
- November 2014: Unique content, best production 
values.
2. Tyler Morning Telegraph - Football Acceler-
ated: Best production values among the football 
previews.
3. Lubbock Avalanche-Journal - A-J’s Football 
Fever: Great story on the teen dad.
4. New Braunfels, Herald-Zeitung - Shine Maga-
zine

Semi-weeklies
1. The Fayette County Record - Fayette County 
Record 2014 Visitors Guide
2. El Campo Leader-News - Experience El Campo 
Visitors/Newcomers Guide
3. Williamson County Sun/Sunday Sun - The 
Guide to Georgetown
4. Port Lavaca Wave - Relay for Life

Weeklies A
1. Fredericksburg Standard-Radio Post - Go-
Fredericksburg Visitor Guide
2. Tyler County Booster - Discover Tyler County 
2014
3. Houston Business Journal - Best Places to 
Work
4. The Wylie News - In and Around magazine

Weeklies B
Every detail of the Glen Rose visitors’ guide was 
attended to: It was pretty, clean, well organized, 
full of useful detail and well written. The Canadian 
Record’s Pigskin Preview was also quite well done, 
although the gold pages were a bit over the top. 
Display of the athlete photos were particularly in-
spired. The field fell off quickly from there.

1. Glen Rose Reporter - On Track Visitors and 
Newcomers Guide
2. The Canadian Record - Pigskin Preview
3. Meridian Tribune - Friday Night Lights: 2014 
Bosque County Football Preview
4. Castroville News Bulletin - Visitor’s Guide

Weeklies C
Some tough decisions to be made here, as this was 
a strong group of entries. And such a great variety 
of themes -- sports, schools, hunting, rodeo, flash-
backs. Difficult at times to judge them against each 
other.
1. Ozona Stockman - 2014 Hunting Guide: After 
reading this section, we feel we now know every-
thing we need for a hunting trip -- and we’re city 
folk! Good, informative articles, helpful tips, reci-
pes, and nice use of photos and graphics.
2. Tri County Leader - Fall Sports Preview: Great, 
comprehensive sports preview section. Like that it 
was more than just team photos and rosters, but 
also had some analysis for the varsity squads. 
Great spread on the bands, and didn’t forget cross 
country and tennis. 
3. The Liberty Hill Independent - Back to School 
2014: Couldn’t think of anything needed to know 
for the upcoming school year that wasn’t included 
in this special section. Very nice-looking overall 
package.
4. The Olney Enterprise - 2014 Relay for Life of 
Olney: Good stories, good photos, tight theme. Some 
touching moments portrayed through words and 
photos. Had ads that also supported the subject of 
the special section.

BLUE MOON SPECIAL SECTION

Dailies
1. Galveston County Daily News - Galveston 175: 
This publication was beautifully designed, mak-
ing excellent use of historic photographs.  Articles 
were crisp and did not overwhelm the reader with 
information.  Nice job!
2. Nacogdoches Daily Sentinel - Analog East 
Texas Vol. 1: Stunning photography and a compel-
ling, artistic design!
3. Victoria Advocate - White Christmas: Very 
unique idea for a special section. 
4. Denton Record-Chronicle - Football 2014

Semi-weeklies
1. Wise County Messenger - Twice as Nice: Fine 
chronicle of an important event.
2. Port Lavaca Wave - Snow Memories: Nice look 
back at a rare event in that community.
3. The Fayette County Record - Golden Girls: La 
Grange Softball Team Wins State: Good and com-
plete coverage.
4. The Panola Watchman - Sports special section: 
Plenty to look at here.

Weeklies A
1. Houston Business Journal - Houston’s Ship 
Channel is big business: This section was outstand-
ing. The layout was professional, crisp and incred-
ibly visually appealing. I loved that the stories 
included both history and future, and I though the 
addition of the Q-and-A’s and the “Day in the Life” 
breakdown were a great change of pace. Well done. 
2. Hill Country Community Journal - Four Way 
Test Essay Contest: I thought this was a really neat 
way to get the paper interacting with and support-
ing the community. It was laid out well and easy 
to follow, especially the pages of essays with their 
ranking and author’s bios.  

3. The Clifton Record - Wanted: To Protect & Serve 
Bosque County: This was a fun, clever way to intro-
duce the new officers. I really liked the old western 
theme that ran throughout and the way you incor-
porated some history in as well. There were a few 
pages that looked text heavy and a bit busy. 
4. Mount Vernon Optic-Herald - Courthouse re-
dedication: I liked your cover and the history you 
had through out, but a lot of the pages were text 
heavy and hard to follow with the ad stacks you had 
to work around. The content was good, though, and 
I liked the inclusion of the old ads on the last few 
pages. 

Weeklies B
Difficult decision - all entries were well-composed 
and obviously thought out.
1. Elgin Courier - Honoring local veterans: Theme 
is compelling, pictures are well-composed, combi-
nation of pictures and student compositions adds 
to impact for the reader.
2. Meridian Tribune - German Heritage: Theme 
is unique, pieces are well-written and well-thought 
out. 
3. The Olney Enterprise - Electricity Then & Now: 
Celebrating 75 years with the Fort Belknap Electric 
Cooperative: Theme is unique and timely and pro-
vides context to a topic few consider. Insightful and 
interesting.
4. Gladewater Mirror: Theme is timely, articles 
are well-written, thorough and useful to readers.
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 C ommunityService
Dailies
The entries showed newspapers at their best 
-- driving the community conversation and 
pressing officials to take action.
1. Tyler Morning Telegraph - Could you 
live without water?: Compelling reporting 
that got results -- and changed lives. Well re-
ported and well told.
2. Victoria Advocate - Victoria police officer 
investigated for tasing 76-year-old driver/chief 
apologizes: The Advocate used one man’s 
troubles to expose broader problems in the 
police department.
3. Galveston County Daily News - Galves-
ton Bay Oil Spill: A true team effort to keep 
readers updated about a major oil spill. A 
great combination of words, photos and 
graphics.
4. Odessa American: A very personal look 
at a vanishing group of Americans.

Semi-weeklies
1. Uvalde Leader-News - Library’s fund-
ing deficit, triumph: The editorial board was 
proactive in support of the library, while 
acknowledging the challenges faced by the 
council.  Nicely done!

2. Jacksboro Gazette-News/Jack County 
Herald - Tax series
3. El Campo Leader-News - Shattered 
Dreams Community Service Project
4. Terrell Tribune - Art Walk

Weeklies
This was such a hard section to judge. There 
was FOIA requests for a little girl’s death, 
saving a food band, showing the community 
the lack of community housing, school bonds, 
cancer survivors and more. These entries 
show that the local newspaper continues to 
be the heart of the community.
1. Eastland County Today: Newspapers are 
the community watchdog. And when there 
are no answers for a little girl’s death, the 
newspaper became her voice. It showed the 
community that everyone matters, making it 
the top of all community service.
2. Gladewater Mirror - Saving Manna 
House: This newspaper saw a need and ral-
lied the community for support. What a way 
to save such an important aspect for every-
day community members. 
3. Port Aransas South Jetty - Affordable 
housing series:  A roof over your head is one 

of the three most important things in life. 
And this newspaper showed that affordable 
housing was needed.
4. Katy Times - The Katy ISD Bond issue: 
Realizing that reporting was doesn’t enough 
the first time and knowing that the commu-
nity needed the project for its long-term goals 
makes this a winner.

BLUE MOON, DAILY, 
1ST PLACE

GALVESTON175

THE DAILY NEWS
G A L V E S T O N  C O U N T Y

Texas’ Oldest Newspaper    Publishing Since 1842
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OCTOBER 31-NOVEMBER 6,  2014  •   SECTION C

HOUSTON’S
SHIP CHANNEL 
IS BIG BUSINESS

SPECIAL REPORT

THE LARGEST PORT IN THE NATION IS IN YOUR BACKYARD, 
AND IT’S GETTING BIGGER. HERE’S WHO’S DOING BUSINESS 

AT THE HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL.

SHIP CHANNEL 
COULD SEE 
NEW WAVE OF 
EXPORTS 
9C

PORT DIRECTOR 
ROGER GUENTHER
HAS NO TIME 
FOR RED TAPE
8C

CAN YOU DIG IT? 
DREDGING BRINGS DEEPER 

OPPORTUNITIES 9C

MARITIME POWERHOUSE: 
100 YEARS IN THE 

MAKING 4C

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF 
A HOUSTON PILOT 10C

PLUS: THE BUSINESS JOURNAL INTERVIEW WITH JANIECE LONGORIA 10C

COURIER
Serving Elgin and Northern Bastrop County Since 1890

ELGIN

B SECTION

VICTORIA STEPHENSON, 9, gives her father a big
hug in thanks of his service and participation at the
Neidig Elementary School parade. Aaron Gillespie
served in the U.S. Army.

RYAN SMITH, fourth grade student
at McDade Elementary School, led
the Pledge of Allegiance at the Vet-
erans Day program. 

PRINCIPAL KENDRA MONK sent a special message
of thanks to the Veterans who participated in the cer-
emony at Elgin Elementary School. 

JUDY BOLLES has two brothers and a
son serving in the military and was happy
to assist with making poppies for Veter-
ans Day at the American Legion. 

IGNACIO PEREZ raises the flags at
Veteransʼ Memorial Park on Nov. 11,
at 11 a.m.

ABIGAIL DZIERZANOWSKI, 6, wears her fatherʼs cap.
Jack Dzierzanowski serves in the U.S. Navy and partic-
ipated in the parade at Neidig Elementary. 

U.S. ARMY VETERAN Jesus Almaranz and his wife, Esperanza Al-
maranz, salute the raising of the flags at Veteransʼ Memorial Park.

Patty Finney photos

Thank a military member or a Veteran for the freedom Americans have today.Thank a military member or a Veteran for the freedom Americans have today.

Veterans’ Day
by Alexis Hernandez
7th grade, McDade 

Many Ameri-
cans mistak-
enly believe

that Veterans Day is
the day America sets
aside to honor Ameri-
can military personnel
who have died in battle
or as a result of
wounds sustained from
combat.

That’s not quite true.
Memorial Day is the

day set aside to honor
America’s fallen sol-
diers. 

Veterans Day, on the
other hand, honors all
American veterans,
both living and dead.

In fact, Veterans Day
is largely intended to
thank living veterans
for their dedication
and loyal service to our
country.

November 11 of  each
year is the day that we
ensure veterans know
that we deeply appreci-
ate the sacrifices they
have made in their
lives to keep our coun-
try free.

So, let’s take a mo-
ment of  silence to
thank all the veterans
who served our coun-
try and sacrificed their
lives for us, the people
of  America. And, let’s
all give a big thanks to
all of  our Veterans. 

Honor  ing local Honor  ing local VeteransVeterans

BLUE MOON, SEMIWEEKLY, 
1ST PLACE

BLUE MOON, WEEKLY A, 
1ST PLACE

BLUE MOON, WEEKLY B, 
1ST PLACE
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email sports@thefacts.com

By ANTHONY MAENZA
sports@thefacts.com

WEST COLUMBIA – In a Class 3A 
bidistrict battle Thursday, Houston 
Scarborough didn’t put up much of 
a fi ght as the Columbia Roughnecks 
rolled to a 26-0 victory.

The win moves Columbia (25-2-1) 
on to the area round, where they will 
face the winner of the Silsbee-Shepherd 

bidistrict matchup next week.
Runs came early and often for the 

Roughnecks, who put 19 runs on the 
scoreboard in the fi rst two innings.

“We heard they were struggling 
a little, but their kids played hard,” 
Columbia coach Jeff Shank said.

Kenjo Kelley was the benefi ciary of 
all the run support. Kelley went the 
distance in the fi ve-inning, run-rule 
shortened game. He allowed one hit 

while walking one and striking out 13 
batters.

Justin Amaya had the only hit for 
Scarborough off Kelley in the second 
inning.

“Kenjo did his job,” Shank said. “He 
threw strikes and that’s what we needed 
him to do.”

Columbia scored 10 runs in the fi rst 

Columbia wins 1-game playoff in rout

 ■ See ’NECKS, Page 3B

By BUTCH MCREYNOLDS
sports@thefacts.com

A N G L E T O N  — 
Friendswood baseball coach 
Charlie Taylor has been 
around long enough to 
appreciate what the inside 
of a gift horse’s mouth looks 
like.

Thursday night his 
Mustangs parlayed three 
unearned runs in the second 
inning into an opening 4-1 
Region III bidistrict victory 
over Angleton in the first 
game of a three-game set.

“We got those three 
unearned runs and then 
held on to win,” Taylor said 
following the hard-fought 
game. “By no means is 
this thing over. We know 
Angleton is a very good 
team and we know they will 
come over to our place and 
will play hard. We know the 

dogfi ght will continue.”
With the opening victory, 

the Mustangs (16-13) can 
clinch the opening playoff 
series with a victory in Game 
2, which starts at 4:30 p.m. 
today in Friendswood.

An Angleton victory 
would force a third and 
deciding game immediately 
following Game 2.

“It was disappointing 
losing this game,” Angleton 
coach Clayton Stewart said. 
“But this is high school 
baseball and anything can 
happen. We certainly plan 
on showing up tomorrow 
and continuing the battle.”

After a scoreless first 
inning, the Wildcats (16-14) 
temporarily let their game 
wheels come off in the 
Friendswood second.

An infield error started 

Miscues saddle Angleton 
with loss in series opener

AMANDA CAIN/The Facts

Angleton’s Ty Martinez (8) gets back to fi rst safely in the sixth inning of a Class 4A bidistrict round playoff game against Friendswood on 
Thursday at Angleton High School.

AMANDA CAIN/The Facts

Angleton’s Shawn Jamison 16 lays down a bunt in the fourth inning of 
a Class 4A bidistrict playoff game at Angleton High School.

GIFT HORSE BITES ’CATS

By BILLY LOVELESS
sports@thefacts.com

CLUTE — The Brazoswood 
Buccaneers revisited a familiar 
formula for playoff success 
Thursday night.

The Bucs used a solid combi-
nation of strong pitching and 
small-ball hitting en route to 
earning a 3-1 victory over the 
Fort Bend Clements Rangers in 
the fi rst game of a best-of-three 
Region III bidistrict playoff 
series at Wilson Field.

The Bucs (20-9-1) erased an 
early 1-0 deficit with three 
unanswered runs, including 
the go-ahead run scoring on 
a play Brazoswood head coach 
Bobby Williams is known for, 
the suicide squeeze.

The fourth frame was 
the pivotal inning, with 
Brazoswood plating two runs 
to turn a 1-1 tie into a 3-1 
advantage. The Bucs scored 
both runs with only one hit in 
the inning, and that hit didn’t 
get out of the infi eld.

After Anthony Dahl and 
Zach Rheams led off the inning 
by both reaching base, they 
were bunted over to second 
and third by Dustin LaCaze. 
Then, with only one out in the 
frame, Gerry Guel put down 
a perfect bunt base hit, with 
Dahl scoring from third to give 
the Bucs a 2-1 lead. One batter 
later, pinch runner Tracy Walts 
scored on another Clements’ 
error for the 3-1 advantage.

The Bucs scored the runs 
against Ranger pitcher, Will 
Preston, who threw a complete 
game in the tough-luck loss.

“We only had four hits in the 
game, but the hits we had were 
big,” Williams said. “Then we 
got the bunts down to move 
them over. The kids really 
stepped up to the plate tonight 
because that pitcher they were 
throwing is good. He threw 
the ball hard and had a good 
breaking ball. He was accurate 
and the ball was moving. The 

Pulido pitches Brazoswood 
to series lead over Clements

AMANDA CAIN/The Facts

Brazoswood’s Joey Pulido (8) throws a pitch in the fi rst inning of a 5A bidstrict 
round playoff game against Clements on Thursday at Brazoswood High School.  ■ See BUCS, Page 3B

 ■ See ’CATS, Page 3B

By JOEL LUNA
joel.luna@thefacts.com

SANTA FE — The Brazoswood Lady Bucs 
took a big step toward getting back to their 
play of earlier in the season in a one-game 
shutout of Manvel.

The Lady Bucs won 6-0 in the Class 5A 
Region III area round.

The Thursday night win gave the Lady 
Bucs a 30-3 mark for the season as Kennedi 
Fisher was big in the circle.

“It was an anxious week with it being 
a one-game and playing a solid team,” 
Brazoswood coach Laura Oltman said. “So 
I am really proud of the kids for gutting it 
out.”

Fisher, who went the distance, fi nished 
with 10 strikeouts on three hits and fi ve 
walks. She also threw 139 pitches on the 
night.

“It was a lot of pitches, but she is a work 
horse,” Oltman said. “I thought she was 
bearing down when she needed to.”

Manvel (18-17) also stranded eight runners 
on base with a few in scoring position.

Fisher also was the one who started the 
second frame off with a shot down the 
fi rst base line as she landed with a standup 
double. After being replaced by courtesy 
runner Morgan Platt, an error off the third 
baseman off a bunt by Allison Gier quickly 
placed runners on the corners with no outs.

Gennel Ortiz then joined her teammates 
on the base paths after being plunked by 
Jordan Franks on a 3-2 count. The Lady Bucs 
had an opportunity to score when Bethany 
Partlow fl ew out to center fi eld, but there 
was no tag from third base to keep the game 
scoreless.

With two outs Brazoswood fi nally pushed 
one across when the No. 9 hitter Vianey 
Martinez forced a bases-loaded walk with 
Gier scoring, 1-0. Then Kelby Lanier’s shot 
down the third base line brought in another 
Buc run, but the runner at second base was 

Lady Bucs
deliver a
statement

Brazoswood, Fisher find 
their groove in area round 
shutout of Lady Mavericks

 ■ See B’WOOD, Page 1B

BASEBALLPLAYOFFS
BRAZOSWOOD (19-9-1) VS. 
FORT BEND CLEMENTS (16-9)
CLASS 5A REGION III BIDISTRICT
Brazoswood leads series 1-0
Game 2, 7 p.m. today at 
Clements; Game 3, if needed, 7 
p.m. Saturday at Wilson Field
TICKETS: $5
BROADCAST: www.brazosportisd.
net

ANGLETON (16-13) VS. FRIEND-
SWOOD (15-13)
CLASS 4A REGION III BIDISTRICT
Friendswood leads series 1-0
Game 2, 4:30 p.m. today, 
Friendswood High School; third 
game follows if needed
TICKETS: $5 adults, $3 students

DANBURY (17-6) VS. HARDIN 
(7-12)
CLASS 2A REGION IV BIDISTRICT
Game 1, 7 p.m. today; Game 
2, noon Saturday; third game 
follows if needed. All games 
at Clear Springs High School, 
League City.
TICKETS: $5 adults, $3 students

SOFTBALLPLAYOFFS
ANGLETON (21-4) VS. TOMBALL (19-5)
CLASS 4A REGION III AREA
Angleton leads series 1-0
Game 2, 6 p.m. today at North Shore High 
School, Houston
TICKETS: $5 adults, $3 students

SWEENY (24-9) VS. COLDSPRING OAKHURST (15-13)
CLASS 3A REGION III AREA
Oakhurst leads series 1-0
Game 2 6 p.m. today, San Jacinto Junior College 
in Pasadena; third game follows if needed

COLUMBIA (22-6) VS. BRIDGE CITY
CLASS 3A REGION III AREA
7 p.m., today at Goose Creek Memorial High 
School, Baytown
TICKETS: $5 adults, $3 students
BROADCAST: legacysportsnetwork.com

DANBURY (21-8) VS. HALLETSVILLE
CLASS 2A REGION IV AREA
Game 1, 6 p.m. today; Game 2, 5 p.m. 
Saturday; third game follows if needed. All 
games at Port Lavaca Calhoun High School
TICKETS: $5 adults, $3 students

BOERNE – There was just 
too much of Boerne’s Quinten 
Dormandy and David Sterling, 
and too often.

The Greyhound duo hooked 
up for four touchdowns and 250 
yards, as Boerne pushed Taylor’s 
losing streak to six with a 35-21 
win in both team’s district-
opener. 

Dormandy found Sterling for 
touchdown’s of 15, 53, 23 and 
13 yards, and the senior quar-
terback finished the night with 

his third five-touchdown perfor-
mance of the season, racking up 
320 passing yards on the way. 

The loss dropped Taylor to 0-6 
on the year and 0-1 in District 
14-4A play.

“There is no lack in effort 
here, we just didn’t execute 
when we needed to,” head coach 
Rusty Purser said after the loss. 
“Here we are in Week 6 still 
making mistakes that are get-
ting us beat.”

The Ducks gave the ball up 
four times on offense, including 
losing all three fumbles they put 

Sports
TAYLOR PRESS Sunday, October 12, 2014 7A

 DAVID THOMPSON
sports@taylorpress.net

CASEY GEORG
sports@taylorpress.net

Ducks grounded again

Junior Quarterback Terrell Reynolds brushes off a Boerne defender during the second quarter. The Ducks dropped to 0-6 on the 
year after a 35-21 loss to Boerne.

Taylor junior varsity bounces Boerne
TAYLOR – Backed 

by three touchdowns 
from junior Austin 
Garcia, the Taylor JV 
football team moved to 
5-2 with a dominating 
34-12 win over Boerne 
on Thursday night at 
Memorial Field.

Garcia gave the 
Ducks a 7-0 lead in 
the first quarter on 
a 12-yard run, and a 
20-yard reception from 
junior quarterback 
Lorenzo Sanchez to 
Garcia pushed the 
lead to 14-0 late in the 
period.

On the Greyhounds 
next possession, quar-
terback Books Klutts 
hooked up with Jack 
Welch to cut the 
score to 14-6. Mitchell 
Washington’s 25-yard 
run in the second quar-

ter extended the Ducks 
lead to 21-6, while 
defensively, Taylor 
junior Brock Roemer 
terrorized Klutts for 
two sacks and a forced 
fumble recovered 
by sophomore Dylan 
Syms. Roemer ended 
the night with three 
sacks.

Garcia punched in 
his third touchdown in 
the third quarter on 
an 11-yard run before 
another Klutts to Welch 
connection cut the 
score to 28-12. Jarrell 
Crittendon bounced off 
three defenders for a 
10-yard rumble to the 
end zone on the Ducks 
final drive of the fourth 
quarter, and a Justin 
Sautter interception 
preserved the final 
score.

Taylor picked off 
Klutts twice in the 
game, including a 

Miguel Romero inter-
ception in the third 
quarter. 

The win moved 
Taylor to 1-0 in district 
play with a showdown 
in Liberty Hill next 
Thursday at 7 p.m. 

Football
Quarter 1 2 3 4  F
Taylor (5-2) 14 7 7 6  34
Boerne 6 0 0 6  12

First Quarter
T: Austin Garcia 12-yard run (PAT good)
T: A. Garcia 2-yard catch from Lorenzo 
Sanchez (PAT good)
B: Brooks Klutts to Jack Welch (PAT 
no good)

Second Quarter
T: Mitchell Washington 25-yard run 
(PAT good)

Third Quarter
T: A. Garcia 11-yard run (PAT good)

Fourth Quarter
B: Welch 6-yard catch from Klutts (PAT 
no good)
T: Jarrell Crittendon 10-yard run (PAT 
no good) 

Results
 DAVID THOMPSON

sports@taylorpress.net

Mitchell Washington (22) attempts to shed a Boerne defender during the Ducks 
34-12 win over the Greyhounds. The win moved Taylor to 5-2 overall and 1-0 in dis-
trict play. 

Photo by Gabriel Gonzales/stillsandthrills.com

Photo by Ralph Mawyer, Jr./Ralph Mawyer Photography

Photo by Larry Pelchat

Taylor vs Boerne
Quarter  1 2 3 4  F
Taylor (0-6, 0-1) 0 7 0 14  - 21
Boerne (5-1, 1-0) 12 3 6 14 - 35 

 Taylor LaGrange
Rushes/Yds 230/195 18/61
Pass Yd 131 320
Comp.-Att- Int 11-25-1-1 26-40-5-1
Fumbles-Lost 3-3 1-0
Penalties/Yds. 7/65 8/48
Punting Avg. 9/43 7/37

First Quarter
B: David Snelling 15-yard pass from 
Quinten Dormady (6:44) PAT no good
B: Snelling 53-yard pass from Dormady 
(2:13) 2-pt no good

Second Quarter
T: Miguel Morales 68-yard catch from 
Terrell Reynolds (9:23) PAT good
B: Kyle Herbst 33-yard field goal (:06) 

Third Quarter
B: Snelling 23-yard pass from Dormady 
(4:41) PAT no good

Fourth Quarter
T: Armando Solis 1-yard run (11:55) 
PAT good
B: Snelling 13-yard pass from Dormady 
(9:02) PAT good
T: Devin Taylor 40-yard run (6:42) PAT 
good
B: Will McClure 4-yard pass from 
Dormady (2:16) PAT good

Individual Leaders
Taylor
Passing – T. Reynolds 11-25-131, TD, INT
Rushing – D. Taylor 10-124, TD
Receiving – M. Morales 3-77, TD

Boerne
Passing – Q. Dormandy 26-40-320, 
5TD, INT
Rushing – Q. Dormandy 9-31
Receiving – 13-250, 4TDs

Ar
ea

 Sc
or

es

Boerne 35, Taylor 21
Thrall 33, Riesel 21
Hutto 34, Waco 3
Rockdale 34, Cameron Yoe 27
Austin High 35, Hays 34
Del Valle 35, Lehman 17
Lake Travis 50, Anderson 17
Round Rock 36, Rouse 16
Robinson 40 Lampasas 14

Stony Point 38, Hendrickson 35
Westwood 31, McNeil 7
Travis 48, Crockett 41
McCallum 42, LBJ 23
Bastrop 49, Reagan 20
Cedar Park 41, Leander 12
Vista Ridge 55, Vandegrift 52, OT
Elgin 23, Manor 17, OT
Floresville 42, San Marcos 35

Georgetown 62, Marble Falls 35
Kerrville Tivy 62, Lockhart 10
Temple 63, Connally 7
Burnet 38, China Spring 28
Fredericksburg 24, Bandera 14
Gonzales 21, Pleasanton 14
La Grange 49, Smithville 0
Liberty Hill 19, 
     Fischer Canyon Lake 14

Robinson 33, Lampasas 0
Wimberley 52, Llano 20
Blanco 49, Stockdale 0
Jarrell 55, Clifton 0
Jewett Leon 20, Lexington 14
Lago Vista 42, Florence 17
Bartlett 52, Somerville 14
Thorndale 42 Rosebud-Lott 0
Ganado 28, Flatonia 14

Johnson City 33, Junction 14
Mason 64, Center Point 19
Refugio 34, Shiner 28, OT
La Vega 4,2 Gatesville 21
Blanket 62, Lometa 14
Midway 44, Shoemaker 6
Caldwell 65, Salado 23
Copperas Cove 39, Ellison 14
Holland 63, Moody 33

Crawford 42, Valley Mills 0
Mart 93, Itasca 6
Bosqueville 17, Axtell 13
Navasota 87, Houston Sterling 12
Austin Regents 35, 
     Austin Hyde Park 23
St. Andrews 42, John Cooper 14
Troy 38, Academy 21

See DUCKS • page 9A

See THRALL • page 9A

Jared Haynes 
knocks 
through an 
extra-point, 
as the Hutto 
Hippos con-
tinued their 
winning ways 
over Waco.

The score ended 34-3 
in favor of the Hippos, 
but the score was not an 
indicator of the challenge 
Hutto football faced this 
week.

For the first time this 
season the Hippos were 
held to no touchdowns in 
the opening quarter, set-
tling for a field goal with 
1:11 left in the first. The 
Waco High defense came 

into the game using speed 
and pressure to get the 
Hutto offense off balance. 
Quarterback Tyler Herrick 
showcased his mobility 
in the game mostly out 
of necessity due to the 
pressure put on by the 
opponent’s defense. The 
first quarter showed Hutto 
moving the ball in spots 
only to stall out before 
being able to get it into 
the end zone. 

The lone score in the 
first quarter happened 
after a Davion Davis fake 

punt on 4th and long that 
would set up a 38-yard 
field goal.

 The adversity in 
the first quarter seemed to 
wake up the Hutto offense 
for the next few quarters. 
After driving the field the 
Hutto offense found them-
selves in the red zone after 
a long gain from Brandon 
Douglas and a catch from 
Herrick. The Hippos used 
the size of receiver Riley 
Farris, throwing another 

Waco slows offense but Hippos prevail 35-3
JOHNATHAN OBERHOFF
sports@taylorpress.net

Loss pushes Taylor’s losing streak to six

See HIPPOS • page 9A

Thrall vs Riesel
Quarter 1 2 3 4  F
Thrall 21 0 6 6  - 33
Riesel 0 21 0 0 - 21 

Individual Leaders
Rushing: Dawson Solis 20-150, Alex Kyner 11-64
Passing: Dawson Solis 12-17-0  233 yards, 4 TDs
Receiving: Dylan McMurray 5-103 1 TD, Richie Reed 
4-75 2 TDs, Tyler Chandler 2-67 1 TD

Solis’ 4 TDs 
help Thrall 
past Riesel

Friday night’s matchup 
between the Thrall Tigers and 
Riesel Indians had a slight 
resemblance to a rollercoaster 
ride.  The Tigers (4-2 overall, 1-0 
District 13-2A) jumped out to 
a big lead early only to see the 
Indians (2-4, 0-1) rally before half-
time.  But, in the end, the Tigers 
proved to be too strong and post-
ed a 33-21 win over the Indians.

In the first period the Tigers 
struck for 21 quick points using a 
combination of a potent ground 
game coupled with timely pass-
ing.  

It took Thrall just under two 
minutes to get on the board after 
receiving the opening kickoff.  A 
50-yard pass from Dawson Solis to 
Dylan McMurray moved the ball 
from the Tiger 27 to the Indians’ 
23.  From there Solis connected 
with Richie Reed in the flat and 
he raced down the sideline for a 
20-yard score.  Tyler Miles’ point 
after gave the Tigers a 7-0 lead 
with 10:14 to play in the opening 
period.

Riesel fumbled on its first 
possession and the Tigers went 
back to work.  The running game 
took Thrall to the Riesel 47 and a 
17-yard completion on a hot route 
by McMurray moved the ball to 
the 30.  On the next play Solis hit 
Reed on a near-identical play as 
the first score, but this time Reed 
scored from 30 yards out.  Miles’ 
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Division 2
The top four, actually five, entries in this category 
were certainly not easy to separate. I commend all 
the staffs for their coverage and the efforts all of 
them clearly put into each sports section they pro-
duce.
1. The Facts, Clute: Good depth of coverage, 
strong layouts, clear writing and excellent action 
photography made this entry the strongest and 
most complete in a category with a number of 
strong contenders.
2. Odessa American: Highlighted coverage of 
local high school teams, not just during the foot-
ball playoffs, but in the golf championships, shows 
the staff’s commitment. Good front page layouts. A 
very close second.
3. Baytown Sun: Snappy writing and a very inter-
esting column about the softball team. Also liked 
the layouts and breadth of coverage.
4. Longview News-Journal: Also a strong entry 
with good writing, layouts and photography.

Division 3
Overall, these were all very impressive sports sec-
tions; some, however, we felt focused too much on 
football (yes, we realize it’s Texas) when competi-
tion guidelines called for range of coverage. Others 
had focus on an outstanding feature story which 
didn’t really show off the depth and range of the 
sports section. Hope those stories were entered in 
separate sports feature category.
1. Taylor Daily Press: Plenty of really nice, sharp 
photos; good coverage in variety of sports and giv-
ing attention to both girls and boys. Good use of stat 
boxes and graphics.
2. Brownwood Bulletin: Liked the photos and the 
attention given to sports like cross country and vol-
leyball, tennis, in addition to football; really good 
volleyball photos; nice use of stat boxes for upcom-
ing schedules, standings. Eye-catching layout with 
dominant art of the runners in side-by-side photos.
3. Stephenville Empire Tribune: Lots of good 
photos. Varied coverage in track, baseball, softball 
and an opinion column. Prominent placement for 

girls athletics. 
4. Seguin Gazette - Matadors slam Highlands 11-0/
Lady Panthers head to state: Another sports section 
which has wide variety in sports covered and equal 
coverage for girls athletics. Great headline with 
“Still swingin’”; plenty of good photos.

Division 4
These communities are well-served by their local 
papers, which have displayed a dedication to solid 
coverage of community teams and highlighting 
athletic achievement with strong writing and ap-
pealing displays.
1. The Fayette County Record - Football Preview 
Section/Softball State Title Section: Great coverage 
of both softball and football are on display here, 
along with well-done visual displays and small, di-
gestible info segments that guide the eye through-
out the section.
2. Wise County Messenger 
3. Hood County News
4. Uvalde Leader-News

Division 5
Sports is a big part of community news as evi-
denced by the wide range of entries and the breadth 
of coverage. Everything from bocce ball to boxing, 
deer hunting to drag racing. Sections like these sell 
newspapers. Nice job.
1. The Bowie News: Neatly organized, easy to 
read, impressive range of coverage, good use of 
photos, seems to thoroughly encompass all aspects 
of sports in the community.
2. Wharton Journal-Spectator: Nice thorough 
job with small amount of space. Complete package.
3. El Campo Leader-News: Attractive, well orga-
nized, nice features.
4. Round Rock Leader: Well-rounded coverage.

Division 6
1. Hill Country Community Journal: Amazing 
local coverage. Great color art and easy-to-follow 
modular layout.
2. The Belton Journal: Good color art, variety of 

coverage.
3. Azle News: Proof that black-and-white photos 
can still draw attention. Good variety.
4. Pleasanton Express: Broad coverage includes 
hunting, which sets it apart.

Division 7
The entrants in this category all showed the fan-
tastic passion and drive that athletes and the com-
munities have for sports. All should be commended 
for their commitment to providing information on 
all of their local squads.
1. The Sealy News 
2. Hays Free Press 
3. Cuero Record 
4. The Community News 

Division 8
Overall, good sports sections. Glen Rose Reporter 
stands out with its use of color and creative graph-
ics.
1. Glen Rose Reporter: Nice variety of sports and 
layouts. Good quotes in stories. Use of subheads 
brings reader in. Especially like use of cutout 
graphics on high jumper.
2. Meridian Tribune: Excellent use of pictures 
packages to highlight stories. Smell the Grass 
column is interesting each week with a variety of 
subject matter. Sports stories are detailed and full 
of quotes.
3. Madisonville Meteor: Good use of large photos 
and photos of awards. Column on touchy subject 
matter interesting. 
4. The Dublin Citizen: Clean looking section. 
Writing and photographs are spot on.

Division 9
1. Westlake Picayune: Truly stupendous local 
sports coverage. Infographics, sidebar boxes and 
lists take the coverage to the next level -- well be-
yond typical game coverage. I like that both issues 
submitted take the lead story (in one case, the hir-
ing of a new coach. In the second, a rivalry game.) 
and provide the readers with an in-depth, behind-

the-headlines report. Page design is superb; the 
layout is clean, and added elements like infoboxes 
make it interesting.
2. Lake Travis View: A great model for how to 
successfully do local sports coverage. The writing 
goes beyond the basic game story, and the design is 
clean. However, what takes it from a good section 
to a great one are all the little extras the sports staff 
has provided the readers. Things such as rosters, 
take 5s and box scores -- all things that have sadly 
disappeared from far too many newspapers.
3. Princeton Herald: Comprehensive, well-done 
coverage. The sidebar of quick-hit items on A1 and 
the photo page are nice touches.
4. The Liberty Hill Independent: Overall, a nice 
job. Sections contain feature stories that go beyond 
typical game coverage. The mascot column added a 
different dimension to the coverage.

Division 10
Most of the coverage suffered from passive voice 
and too many sports cliches.
However, the four winners in this competition 
displayed an ability to think outside of the typical 
sports box, cover things other than the main sports, 
and keyed their coverage on the participants.
1. Bullard Banner News: Good use of color. Well 
laid out.
2. Clarendon Enterprise 
3. Red Oak Record 
4. The Olney Enterprise
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By ERIC VICCARO
bnewssports@sbcglobal.net

Bowie High School 
volleyball team was all 
but eliminated from a 
Conference 3A postsea-
son berth coming into 
Tuesday’s match with 
Nocona.

But, the Lady Rabbits 
still had plenty to play 
for, right?

After all, Montague 
County pride was on the 
line and Bowie surely 
wanted to split the sea-
son series with Nocona. 

That never materi-
alized on Tuesday as 
Nocona swept Bowie in 
three sets by scores of 
27-25, 25-15, 25-15 in 
this District 3A-9 match 
at Nocona Middle School 
gymnasium. The Lady 
Indians also had their 
Senior Night activities. 

The win meant No-
cona (21-15, 10-2 in 3A-9) 
still had a chance to tie 
Henrietta for top spot in 
the district. The Lady In-
dians and Lady Bearcats 
play later today about 3 
p.m. in Henrietta.

Bowie (19-19, 4-8) will 
have Senior Day activi-
ties later today at 3 p.m. 
against flagging City 
View.

“We played flat the 
first set, and had some 
missed serves which 
slowed the momentum 
of the game down,” No-
cona head coach Tiffany 
Clay said. “I was proud of 
the girls for fighting and 
being mentally tough 
to finish off the first set 
with a win.”

Clay said Nocona took 

advantage of Bowie’s 
mistakes in the second 
and third sets, and the 
Lady Indians also played 
a more aggressive brand 
of volleyball.

“We played a good 
first set,” Bowie head 
coach Jeanie Stark said. 
“Unforced errors cost us 
the set, and we never got 
back in system after it.”

Stark noted Bowie 
was called for several 
lifts, which certainly 

didn’t help matters any. 
The Lady Rabbits were 
also called for rotation 
errors a couple of occa-
sions.

“We didn’t play as 
competitively as we had 
in several of our five-set 
losses,” Stark added.

Madilynn Cable and 
Mackie Trumbull com-
bined for a double stuff 
to give Nocona the first 
set. 
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From football to 
furniture stores
The sports editor 

grew up loving 
Sports Illustrat-

ed, the great magazine 
founded back in the 
1950s.

I was given a subscrip-
tion as a gift in 1988 
and was a subscriber 
all the way until 2006, 
before the digital age 
took hold. 

One of my favorite seg-
ments was, “Catching Up 
With …” 

The feature detailed a 
famous person who had 
previously been on the 
cover of the magazine. 
Many times, the sub-
jects were former football 
players.

So, Thursday, I inter-
viewed one of Bowie’s for-
mer football stars – Aaron 
Kernek, who eventually 
became a force at Austin 
College in Sherman and 
played in the National 
Football League for both 
the Baltimore Ravens 
and New York Giants.

Kernek recalled how 
as an undrafted rookie 
with the Ravens, cam-
eras followed him around 
during Home Box Of-
fice’s hit show “Hard 
Knocks.”

“To be from a small 
town and thrown into an 
HBO special was inter-
esting,” Kernek said. 

The Ravens eventual-
ly released Kernek, who 
excelled in a preseason 
game against the New 
York Giants.

The Giants were im-
pressed,  and signed 
Kernek. He was a prac-
tice squad member in 
2001, on a roster featur-
ing the super talented 
Tiki Barber and Ron 
Dayne. Greg Comella 
served as the team’s full-
back.

In 2002, Comella went 
to the Tennessee Titans. 
That opened up a spot at 
fullback for the Giants, 
and the team thought 
Kernek would be a natu-
ral fit there.

“They thought I fit in 
well with the offense,” 
Kernek remembered. 
“They liked my running 
style, and I had good 
hands. They thought I 
was a good receiver.”

H o w e v e r ,  d u r i n g 
training camp in 2002, 
Kernek suffered a neck 
injury. He went through 
rehabilitation, trying to 
convince himself his pro-
fessional football career 
wasn’t over.

But that wasn’t the 

case. Even though he had 
tryouts scheduled with 
the Green Bay Packers 
and Carolina Panthers. 
Char les  Stackhouse 
eventually became the 
Giants’ fullback. 

“It was all she wrote, it 
was over,” Kernek said. 

Kernek earned his 
Bachelor’s degree from 
Austin College in finance 
and marketing, so it was 
only natural for him to 
transition into the busi-
ness sector.

Today, Kernek owns 
three retail furniture 
centers: Tin Star Fur-
niture in Denison, Mat-
tress Smart in Decatur 
and Rockin’ Rustic, also 
in Decatur. 

Kernek also started 
a construction company 
in 2008, specializing in 
custom-made homes.

“I thought I wanted 
to pursue self-employ-
ment,” he said. “This was 
a unique opportunity. 
After several months of 
rehab, I needed to start 
working.”

Kernek purchased 
condominiums at Lake 
Texoma, and began re-
modeling them. 

“We’re trying to grow 
as much as we can,” 
Kernek said of his busi-
ness interests. He was 
especially pleased to sur-
vive the depression of the 
late 2000s. 

Tin Star Furniture is a 
25,000-square foot entity, 
with a showroom chock 
full of rustic reclaimed 
furniture. The business 
also carries traditional 
furniture brands.

In Decatur, there’s 
a mattress outlet and 
another rustic furniture 
showroom at separate 
locations. The rustic, 
distressed furniture is a 
unique product not many 
offer. 

“I’ve followed custom-
er demands and market 
trends,” Kernek said. 
“I’ve tried to find a niche 
in the business market 
and find out what wants 
and needs customers 
have.”

So, what did Kernek 
learn on the football 
field that also works on 
the furniture showroom 

Storm
Center

by
Eric

Viccaro

Nocona uses broom
Lady Indians sweep rival Lady Rabbits

Bowie’s Addy Cook (left) attempts to put the ball over the net while Nocona’s Payton 
Ferguson (10) and Makenzie Breeze prepare to block during Tuesday’s District 3A-9 
match at Nocona Middle School gymnasium. 

News photos by Eric Viccaro

Nocona’s Sherese Price sends over a kill to the left of 
Kamryn Cantwell’s attempted block. Nocona won the 
match in three sets. 

High School Sports
October 25

Fishing
6 a.m., Bowie at Texas 

High School Bass Association 
Tournament, Lake Texoma 

Volleyball
9 a.m.,  Bowie Junior 

High at “A” Team District 
Tournament, Paradise

11 a.m. Nocona at Henrietta 
(junior varsity followed by 
varsity) 

3 p.m., City View at Bowie 
(junior varsity followed by 
varsity) 

October 28
Volleyball

4:30 p.m., Bowie at Holliday 
(junior varsity followed by 
varsity)

4:30 p.m., Nocona at 
Paradise (junior varsity 
followed by varsity)

5 p.m., Tioga at Gold-
Burg 

5 p.m., Lindsay at Prairie 
Valley

5 p.m., Forestburg at Saint 
Jo 

October 30
Football

5:30 p.m., Bowie at Ponder, 
seventh-grade game

5:30 p.m., Ponder at Bowie, 
junior varsity/ninth-grade 
game

7 p.m., Bowie at Ponder, 
eighth-grade game

October 31
Football

7:30  p .m. ,  Bowie  a t 
Ponder

7:30 p.m., Eastland at 
Nocona 

7:30 p.m., Newcastle at 
Saint Jo 

7:30 p.m., Forestburg at 
Woodson

7:30 p.m., Gold-Burg at 
Throckmorton

November 1
Cross Country

9 a.m., Bowie and Nocona 
at Region II-3A Meet, Lynn 
Creek Park, Grand Prairie

9 a.m., Saint Jo, Forestburg, 
Prairie Valley, Gold-Burg 
and Bellevue at Region III-
1A Meet, Lynn Creek Park, 
Grand Prairie

November 3-4
Vol leyba l l  B i -D is t r ic t 

Round, stay tuned to find 
out Conference 2A and 1A 
playoff qualifiers 

November 6
5 p.m., Paradise at Bowie, 

Jackrabbit Stadium (seventh-
grade game)

6 p.m., Paradise at Bowie, 
Jackrabbit Stadium (eighth-
grade game) 

7 p.m., Bowie at Paradise 
(junior varsity/ninth-grade 
game)

November 7
Football

End of Regular Season
7:30 p.m., Paradise at 

Bowie, Jackrabbit Stadium 
(Senior Night) 

7:30 p.m., Nocona at 
Jacksboro 

7:30 p.m., Saint Jo at 
Bryson 

7:30 p.m. Woodson at Gold-
Burg, Joe Corpening Field

7:30 p.m., Throckmorton at 
Forestburg, Longhorn Field

sportsblitz

Dallas Cowboys
Regular Season

October 27
Washington 3:25 p.m.

November 2
Arizona Noon
All home games take place at 
AT&T Stadium in Arlington.

Dallas Stars
Regular Season

October 25 (Today)
at New York Islanders 6 p.m.

October 28
St. Louis 7:30 p.m.
All home games take place at Amer-
ican Airlines Center in Dallas. 

See STORM 4B

News photo by Eric Viccaro

Runners from both Saint Jo and Bellevue High School take off at the start of Wednesday’s District 1A-21 cross country race at Willa Walla Shooting 
Range in Dye Mound. Both teams qualified for the regional meet in Grand Prairie on Nov. 1. See more on Page 4B.

BREAKING AWAY

Bowie News Sports
200 Walnut St., 
(940) 872-2247
Fax: (940) 872-4812
bnewssports@sbcglobal.net
www.bowienewsonline.com

contactus

FC Dallas
October 25 (Today)

Portland Timbers 7:30 p.m.
All home games at Toyota Sta-
dium in Frisco.

Dallas Mavericks
Regular Season

October 28
at San Antonio 7 p.m.
All home games take place at Amer-
ican Airlines Center in Dallas. 

See VOLLEYBALL 3B
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By his own account, redmond Carson isn’t fast ... his
forté is running over people ... but he was just fast
enough Friday night.

Carson’s 26-yard touchdown
dash with 2:46 left to play gave

Tivy a late lead, and teammate Tres
White’s clutch interception with 36
seconds remaining sealed the deal for
the Antlers as Tivy knocked off Corpus
Christi Calallen 41-37 before a packed
home crowd in a non-district thriller at
the newly renovated Antler Stadium.

Carson sprinted through a massive
hole in the middle on his game-winning
romp, then carried Calallen defensive
back Kalani ibarra the final five yards
before breaking the plane of the end
zone as the Antlers closed non-district

play with a 1-1 mark ahead of this week’s District 27-5A

Tivy Football

See AnTLerS, Page 3B

Antlers outlast Calallen 41-37
in non-district shootout

The impressive thing about
Tivy’s 3-0 sweep of longtime
rival Boerne Champion last

Tuesday — the Lady Antlers’ first-

ever volleyball win over the Lady
Chargers — wasn’t that Tivy ran
away with the first two sets, but that
they refused to give up in the third.

Down by 10, the Lady Antlers
summoned up all that “TFnD”
exemplifies, rallying from an 18-8
deficit to complete the sweep with a
25-22 victory at Antler Gym.

“everybody talks a lot about Tivy
Fight and what that really means,”
Tivy coach Sydney Gotcher said.
“We say it every time we break out
of the huddle, and we’ve been talk-

ing about really making that come
to life. We were down by 10 (in the
third set) and kind of lost our energy
and focus, and i don’t know what it
was that happened in that time out at
18-8, but they came out and had
energy with every single point.
They were not giving up or letting
the ball hit the floor. They played
great tonight.”

Tivy had little trouble in the first
two sets, rolling
to a 25-16 win
out of the gate
after senior
Kendall Bosse
bounced back-
to-back shots
off Champion
defenders for
the final two
points, and cruis-
ing to a 25-17
win in the sec-

ond set.
Champion rode several kills from

Sara Martin to its 18-8 edge in the
third set, but Tivy slowly battled

Tivy Volleyball

By STuarT CunyuS
Sports editor

Gaining speed
Lady Antlers sweep
Champion, Memorial
in 27-5A action

See Tivy, Page 2B

CenTer POinT — Center
Point couldn’t stop Texas Military
institute quarterback Will Cruse

Friday night, but the visiting
Panthers couldn’t stop Center
Point running back Jerid Gesell
either.

Cruse threw for 313 yards and
four touchdowns and ran for a
fifth, while Gesell powered his

way to 198 yards and four touch-
downs on the ground as the Pirates
rallied from an early 14-0 deficit to

knock off the
Panthers 43-32
in non-district
action at Pirate
Stadium.

With the win,
Center Point
evened its sea-
son record at
1-1.

Cruse put the
Pirates in a
hole early, toss-

ing first-quarter touchdown passes

Center Point Football

Pirates rally for win

See PirATeS, Page 4B

Tivy's Paige Miller
reaches high for a return
during the Lady Antlers'
3-0 win over Boerne
Champion last Tuesday
in District 27-5A action at
Antler Gym. Tivy fol-
lowed up Friday with a
3-0 downing of San
Antonio Memorial to
improve to 2-1 in district
play and 16-9 on the
season.

Photo by Stuart Cunyus

cenTer  PoinT’s kolby
kiTchens carries the ball
upfield during the Pirates’
43-32 win over Texas
Military Institute Friday in
non-district action at Pirate
Stadium. Kitchens ran for a
pair of touchdowns on the
night as Center Point
improved to 1-1 on the year.

Photo by Jeff Lavender

Gesell runs for
198 yards, C. Point
tops TMi 43-32

By STuarT CunyuS
Sports editor

Tivy tennis
roughs up
Boerne High

Photo by Stuart Cunyus

Tivy’s curTis ForsTer
prepares to fire a return during
the Antlers’ match with Boerne
Friday at the H-E-B Tennis
Center.

Tivy carried a no. 17 preseason
ranking into this fall’s team tennis
campaign, and the Antlers showed
why again last Thursday, rolling
past Boerne High 16-3 in non-dis-
trict action at the H-e-B Tennis
Center.

in boys singles, Tivy’s Cody
Highsmith, Mason Schlechte,

Hayden Keller,
Curtis Forster
and Holden
West all won
their matches in
straight sets,
and the Antlers
picked up five
wins in girls
singles from
esther Bowers,
Kellie Cawthon,
Lauren Fox,

emma McCormick and Maggie

Tivy Tennis

See TenniS, Page 2B

Carson

Gesell

Bosse

Tivy wideouT carson Mccoy reach-
es out to make a spectacular one-handed
grab on a second-quarter touchdown pass
from Wyatt Trahan during the Antlers’ 41-37
win over Corpus Christi Calallen Friday in
non-district action at Antler Stadium. McCoy
finished the night with three catches — all for
touchdowns — and 111 yards.

Photos by Stuart Cunyus

Highsmith
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It’s not a stretch of 
the imagination to see 
the Lady Tiger softball 
team advancing deep 
into the 3A playoffs 
again this spring.

The Lady Tigers grad-
uated only a few key 
players and the sur-
rounding talent pool 
should provide solid 
replacement players to 
help fill the gaps left by 
last year’s seniors.

Mix in the solid pitch-
ing from Mariah Holub 
and Shannon Brown 
with the strong bats the 
Lady Tigers have 
returning, and you have 
a recipe for success. 

However, the Lady 
Tigers will have to get 
past No. 3 La Grange – 
the team that ended 
Sealy’s historic regional 
title finalist season – if 
they hope to advance to 
Austin in 2014.

The Texas Girls 
Coaches Association 
(TGCA), the best loca-
tion for polls in the 
state’s girls sports, has 
pegged Sealy at the No. 
8 position. 

However, the TGCA 
is only predicting which 
teams to watch as of 
Monday. Actual polls 
are expected to be avail-
able next week.

TGCA Pre-Season 
Teams to Watch

1.    Lufkin Hudson
2.    Mineola
3.    LaGrange
4.    Burkburnett
5.    Kennedale
6.    Columbia
7.    Van
8.    Sealy
9.    Andrews
10.   Liberty Hill

Coming off of a pair of 
huge wins last week, 
the Lady Tiger basket-
ball team is right on 
pace for a playoff berth 
from District 25-3A.

The Lady Tigers have 
tomorrow night off, but 
return to the basketball 
court Tuesday night as 
they host the Columbus 
Lady Cardinals. Sealy 
is set to visit El Campo 
next Friday before the 
regular season finale at 
home against rival 
Bellville on Feb. 4.

The Lady Tigers 
started last week with 
a solid 46-31 victory 
against Brookshire 
Royal and finished off 
Wharton, 59-42.

“I thought our posts 
did a great job of get-
ting the ball inside and 
doing something with it 
tonight,” said Jerry 
Brantly, the Lady 
Tigers’ head basketball 
coach. “They hustled, 
the whole team worked 
hard.

“That’s what you like 
to have as a team – you 
like for somebody to 
carry the team – and if 
it’s somebody different 
every night, that means 
you have a well-bal-
anced team,” the head 
coach added.

Sealy fans also got a 
peek at the near future 
as Brantly started pull-
ing up players from his 
sub-varsity teams to 
get some seasoning 
before the playoffs 
arrive in a couple of 
weeks.

“We got to play some 
younger kids and they 
came in and did well,” 
he added. “I think we’re 
just now starting to 
play our best basket-
ball.

The Lady Tigers’ only 
injured player, Madi 
Brantly, returned to 

action in both of last 
week’s games.

Individual Statistics
Sealy vs. Royal
Scoring: Jenna 

Schroeder, 2; Madi 
Brantly, 2; LaShanda 
Fitzgerald, 10; Morgan 
Menke, 11; Amber 
Klepser, 5; Jaymi 
Deans, 16.

Rebounds (Off./Def.): 
Chastity Kinsey, 0/1; 
Schroeder, 0/1; Brantly, 
1/4; Fitzgerald, 1/4; 
Menke, 10/5; Klepser, 
0/1; Deans, 0/2.

Blocks: Schroeder, 1; 
Fitzgerald, 2; Menke, 1.

Steals: Kinsey, 1; 
Brantly, 2; Fitzgerald, 
4; Nelson, 2; Menke, 1; 
Deans, 2.

D e f l e c t i o n s : 
Schroeder, 1; Brantly, 
2; Fitzgerald, 6; Nelson, 
1; Klepser, 1; Deans, 4.

Assists: Sydney 
Rasbury, 2; Schroeder, 
3; Brantly, 1; Klepser, 
1; Deans, 3.

Sealy vs. Wharton
Scoring: Kinsey, 1; 

Schroeder, 2; Taylor 
Bartholomaus, 4; 
Brantly, 1; Fitzgerald, 
14; Nelson, 2; Menke, 
16; Klepser, 9; Deans, 
10.

Rebounds (Off./Def.): 
Rasbury, 0/1; Schroeder, 
1/4; Bartholomaus, 0/1; 
Brantly, 0/7; Fitzgerald, 
4/8; Menke, 1/5; 
Klepser, 3/0; Mallory 
Tatman, 0/3.

B l o c k s : 
Bartholomaus, 1; 
Menke, 1.

Steals: Rasbury, 1; 
Schroeder, 1; Brantly, 
2; Fitzgerald, 2; Menke, 
1.

Deflections: Kinsey, 
2; Rasbury, 1; 
Schroeder,  1; 
Fitzgerald, 1; Nelson, 2.

Assists: Kinsey, 2; 
Rasbury, 1; Brantly, 3; 
Fitzgerald, 3; Nelson, 3; 
Menke, 3; Klepser, 1; 
Tatman, 2; Deans, 3.

Be sure to “Like” The 
Sealy News’ Facebook 
page and follow via 
Twitter at @SealyNews. 
Search Twitter for 
#SealyBasketball to get 
the latest information 
about the Lady Tigers.
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CHECK OUT

Waste Not Want Not Recycling Co 

&

1629 Meyer (Hwy 36) • Sealy
979-885-4140

To learn more visit us at 
www.WasteNotWantNot-Co.com

Phone: 979-627-0376 • Sealy, TX

Preserving Our Environment, 
Improving Our World

For recycling their waste cooking oil
in support of charity and our environment.

Wish To Thank...

3796 NE I-10 Frontage Rd.
Sealy, TX 77474
979-885-7700 
www.ryanfordservice.com
Service & Parts Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30-5:30; Sat 9:00-1:00 by appointment

dd.

0-5:30; SaSattt 999:000000-1-1 0:000 byby aapppp ioiointtmment

Labor may have a limit. See your dealer for a 
copy of the limited warranty.

15% discount on over-the-counter parts

Quality Custom Construction and Remodeling
Cat Spring | (281) 758-1245 | MathisConstructionLLC.com

                            HOMEIt’s time to come again.
Exterior
Remodel
• Porch rebuild
• New Railing
• Exterior Painting

Call today
for your 

consultation!

Fabric • Yarn • Notions

Sewing • Quilting
Knitting • Crochet

219 Fowlkes St • Sealy

979-398-1545
Mon., Wed. & Fri. • 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Tues., Thurs. and Sat. • 1 p.m.-5:30 p.m.

Valentine’s 
Day

is just 
around 

the corner.

Florianic and Accuquilt dealers.

JANUARY CLASSES 
JAN. 27 & 28: Valentine 

Chair Cover

Feb. 13
Sit & Stitch 7-9 p.m.

Lady Tigers eye playoffs
Sealy girls roll 
with wins 
against Royal, 
Wharton.

By CREIGHTON HOLUB
sports@sealynews.com

The Sealy News/CREIGHTON HOLUB
Morgan Menke gets untangled and tries to come out with possession against a pair of Royal 
Lady Falcons during league action last week in Brookshire. The Lady Tigers have three more 
District 25-3A games left before playoffs begin. 

The Sealy News/CREIGHTON HOLUB
Taylor Bartholomaus drives the basketball into the paint past a 
Wharton defender in District 25-3A action last Friday night. 

Softball team in 
preseason top 10

By CREIGHTON HOLUB
sports@sealynews.com

The Tiger golf team 
started its season with 
a solid showing at 
Katy’s Winter Classic 
at the start of this 
week.

Only Monday’s 
results were available 
by press time, and the 
rest of the golf tourna-
ment’s results will be 
published after they 

are available.

1st Round
Samuel Ussery, 87
Derek Dabney, 100
Brandon Lofthouse, 
110
Matthew Ballard, 117
Garrett Boehnemann, 
120
Jonathan Walters, 
121

Golfers get swinging 
at Katy Winter Classic

Reporter Sports

S P O R T S

Horn Rows Katie Betsill is 
shining in a new 
sport ... page B2

W W W . Y O U R G L E N R O S E T X . C O M / S P O R T S

TYE CHANDLER
sports@theglenrosereporter.com

After narrowly missing a district 
title last season, Lady Tiger softball 
was determined to finish the job.

Glen Rose (13-16, 7-1) led Ste-
phenville 5-1 after the first inning 
Tuesday, April 15 at home en route 
to an 8-3 victory. The win locked up 
the program’s first district title, and 
it will be the only outright district 
title in the two years of 7-3A for a 
Glen Rose girls’ team.

“I looked at the umpire to make 
sure he wasn’t going to call that last 
ball foul, and then I looked at the 
girls and it’s jubilation,” said coach 
Kiel Miller. “I’ll never forget them 
sprinting over, and then everybody 
has hands in the air jumping and 
screaming. It was just awesome. This 
goes back to day one of the season.

“We’ve trained to win this game 
and be ready for this moment. I 
think struggling to beat Alvarado 
in our last game paid off when 
Stephenville pulled within (5-3). It’s 
awesome to see the girls mature as 
competitors.”

After starting the season 3-15, 
Glen Rose has gone 10-1 since.

“The tough early schedule really 

paid off,” Miller said. “I knew we 
had a solid team with a lot of key 
players back, so I wanted to run us 
through the ringer early in the sea-
son against tough competition and 
better pitchers. It basically prepared 
us for (this game), and it wasn’t 
a 3-15 to be ashamed of with the 
teams we played.”

After throwing a two-hitter in 
Stephenville, Taya Vasquez (7 IP, 3 
R – 3 ER, 7 H, 2 W, 6 K) was strong 
in the rematch.

“Once your team is behind 
you, nothing can really stop you,” 
Vasquez said. “It’s a great feeling. 
Winning district means we’re hard 
workers and we have faith like 

Coach Miller said.”
Top hitters were Amber Ponce 

(HR, single, 2 RBIs), Cheyenne Har-
ton (2 singles, RBI), Kensy Massey 
(2 singles) and Vasquez (2 singles).

“I know we went in pumped,” 
Ponce said. “We were mentally and 
physically ready. Our key this game 
was faith, and we jumped on them.”

Other hitters were Sabrina Wat-
son (single, RBI), Sydney Stegint 
(single) and Hannah Morales 
(single).

Stephenville managed to go up 
1-0 in the first with a single, two sto-
len bases and an RBI fielder’s choice.

THURSDAY
4.17.2014

S C H O O L  H I S T O R Y

GR softball wins first district title
Lady Tigers start 
fast to sweep 
Stephenville

TYE CHANDLER/GRR
Lady Tiger softball sweeps Stephenville to win the first district title in program history April 15.

TYE CHANDLER
sports@theglenrosereporter.com

After winning a district 
championship, Tiger boys’ 
golf had to head north to 
compete in the Region 1 
Tournament April 14-15.

Glen Rose shot 722 to fin-
ish 10th among 16 teams in 
Lubbock. Alvarado shot 723 
to tie for 11th. Andrews-
Black shot 586 to win the 
region, Lampasas shot 613 
to finish second and Fort 
Stockton shot 748 to finish 
16th.

“The experience we gain 
this year with such a young 

team will help us reach our 
goals next year,” said coach 
Wayne Roberts. “We had 
one player, Peyton Lytle, 
with regional experience 
and next year we will have a 
whole team that knows that 
kind of pressure.”

Individual 7-3A cham-
pion Jadon Morris shot 92 
Monday and 85 Tuesday to 
lead Glen Rose. Lytle shot 
92 Monday and 86 Tuesday. 
Dylan Cunningham shot 94 
Monday and 87 Tuesday.

Jared Brandt shot 94 
Monday and 90 Tuesday. 

F I N A L E

Tiger boys’ 
golf goes to 
Lubbock
Glen Rose finishes 10th in Region 1

TYE CHANDLER/GRR
Jadon Morris ties for the team lead on day one at 
regionals and shoots a team-best 85 on day two.

GRR Staff Report
sports@theglenrosereporter.com

***Top 4 varsity finishers 
qualified for area meet

VARSITY bOYS’ STANDINgS
1. Hillsboro — 153
2. Stephenville – 146
3. Glen Rose – 140.5
4. Alvarado – 127.5
5. Venus – 46

Discus
4. Heath Nicholson – 

117’10”
6. Miguel Barraza – 

115’10”
HiGH Jump

2. Colton Bumpas – 6’0”
T-5. Bailey Holder – 5’8”

TRiple Jump
5. Jayden Reynolds – 

39’10”
pole VaulT

5. Brazos Overton – 10’0”
6. Chance Nabours – 9’6”

4x100-meTeR Relay
4. Glen Rose (Alex 

Cocita, Kevin Uehlein, Na-
than Smith, Dalton Gould) 
– 44.31
800-meTeR Run

2. Brett Taylor – 2:04.0
5. Hayden Swearengin – 

2:07.3
100-meTeR DasH

3. Carlin Linnabery – 
11.21

4. Alex Cocita – 11.26

110-meTeR HuRDles
1. A.J. Divinity – 15.99
2. Jake Betsill – 16.06
4. Jacob Locke – 17.8

4x200-meTeR Relay
2. Glen Rose (Cocita, 

Gould, Linnabery, Uehlein) 
– 1:32.8
400-meTeR DasH

1. Nathan Smith – 51.96
3. Hayden Holder – 53.69
4. Jayton Dillard – 53.95

300-meTeR HuRDles
1. Jake Betsill – 40.3
3. A.J. Divinity – 41.92

200-meTeR DasH
5. Dalton Gould – 23.23
6. Kevin Uehlein – 23.57

4x400-meTeR Relay
2. Glen Rose (Divinity, 

Holder, Smith, Betsill) – 
3:29.0

VARSITY gIRLS’ STANDINgS
1. Stephenville — 247
2. Alvarado – 167
T-3. Glen Rose – 86
T-3. Hillsboro – 86
5. Venus – 19

sHoT puT
1. Amber Ponce – 33’4”

Discus
1. Cheyenne Harton – 

100’0”

4. Amber Ponce – 82’7”
HiGH Jump

2. Kalli Crabtree – 4’10”
T-5. Sabrina Watson – 

4’8”
T-5. Kayla Goebel – 4’8”

lonG Jump
3. Sophie Bozarth – 

15’5.5”
5. Madi Gibson – 14’6.75”

TRiple Jump
3. Madi Gibson – 33’5.6”
5. Sophie Bozarth – 32’4.5”

3200-meTeR Run
6. Madison Wooten – 

14:32.9
4x100-meTeR Relay

4. Glen Rose (Goebel, Lexi 
Crabtree, Kalli Crabtree, 
Bozarth) – 53.71
100-meTeR HuRDles

5. Claire Boswell – 17.33
4x200-meTeR Relay

4. Glen Rose (Aubrey 
Starnes, Lexi Crabtree, Kalli 
Crabtree, Ashlan Bernard) 
– 1:48.5
400-meTeR Run

5. Madi Gibson – 62.6
300-meTeR HuRDles

6. Aubrey Starnes – 51.12

A R E A  Q U A L I F I E R S

Tigers host 
7-3A Meet
Athletes strive for area qualification

Jake Betsill wins the 300-meter hurdles and takes 
second in the 110-meter hurdles.

Colton Bumpas finishes second in the high jump.

see GOLF, B4

see CHAMPS, B2

see DIST, B4

By MICAH McCARTNEY
Editor

The Bullard Panther varsity football team rushed their 
way to a 2-0 overall record as the team defeated the 
Brownsboro Bears 51-16, at Bear Stadium in Brownsboro. 

The Panthers found themselves trailing the Bears 8-0 
after the Bears scored a touchdown on a 41 yard run and 
were able to convert the two point conversion. Minutes lat-
er, the Panthers were able to  nd the end zone when senior 
wide receiver Jared Alsobrook ran for a nine yard touch-
down. With the successful extra point attempt by senior 
kicker Zach Aldridge, the Panthers trailed the Bears 8-7. 

The Panthers scored for a second time in the  rst quarter 
when senior quarterback Connor Mebane ran for a three 
yard rushing touchdown. The Panthers elected to attempt a 
two point conversion, but were unsuccessful. At the end of 
the  rst quarter, the Panthers led the Bears 13-8. 

In the second quarter, the Panthers’ defense was able to 
hold the Bears’ offense, not allowing them to score in the 
quarter. The Panthers continued to  nd success with the 
rushing game as senior running back Brentavian Hender-
son ran the ball for a one yard touchdown. With Aldridge’s 
successful extra point attempt, the Panthers led the Bears 
20-8. Aldridge also kicked in a 30 yard  eld goal to the 
Panthers’ scoring efforts before halftime, pulling the Pan-
thers ahead of the Bears 23-8. 

By MICAH McCARTNEY
Editor

The Brook Hill Guard football team fell to an 
overall record of 1-1 as the team was defeated by the 
Tenaha Tigers 21-15 Friday, Sept. 5, at Herrington 
Stadium on the Brook Hill campus. 

The Guard struggled defensively at the beginning 
of the  rst quarter when the snap to Tigers senior 
quarterback TJ Thomas was fumbled twenty yards 
behind the line of scrimmage. The defense for the 
Guard was unable to recover the fumble, as Thomas 
recovered the ball and ran for a  rst down. 

The Guard put the  rst points of the game on the 
scoreboard as senior quarterback Grant Hanks con-
nected with junior wide receiver Seth Brasher on a 
27 yard touchdown pass in the last seconds of the 
 rst quarter. With the failed extra point attempt, the 
Guard took an early 6-0 lead over the Tigers. 

The Tigers prowled their way on the scoreboard in 
the second quarter when senior running back Cobe 
Caraway broke loose for an 87 yard touchdown run. 
The Tigers elected to try a two point conversion, 
and were successful, pulling the Tigers ahead of the 
Guard 8-6.

The Guard took the lead minutes before halftime 
when quarterback Hanks threw a 30 yard touch-
down pass to wide receiver Brasher. The Guard 
were unsuccessful in completing the two point con-
version, but found themselves ahead of the Tigers 
12-8 at halftime. 

The Tigers came out strong offensively and defen-
sively in the third quarter. Tiger running back Cara-
way scored his second touchdown of the night on a 

By MICAH McCARTNEY
Editor

The junior varsity Bullard Pan-
thers picked up their  rst win of 
the season as the team defeated 
the junior varsity Brownsboro 
Bears 39-6 Thursday, Sept. 4, at 
Panther Stadium. 

The Panthers took the early lead 
in the  rst quarter as running back 
Luke Bowman ran 12 yards for 
the  rst touchdown of the game. 
Kicker Cody Neal’s extra point 
attempt pulled the Panthers ahead 
of the Bears 7-0. 

The Panthers scored again in 
the  rst quarter as quarterback 
Cleet Bowman connected on a 15 
yard pass to running back Luke 
Bowman. The Panthers led the 
Bears 13-0, after the extra point 
attempt failed. 

In the second quarter, the Pan-
thers’ offense continued giving 
the Bears all they could handle. 
Quarterback Cleet Bowman con-
nected with running back Luke 
Bowman on a 22 yard touchdown 
pass. Quarterback Cleet Bowman 
increased the Panthers’ lead as he 
threw a  ve yard touchdown pass 
to wide receiver Denton Ventress. 
Both of the Panthers’ second quar-
ter extra point attempts failed. 

The Bears were  nally able 
to get on the scoreboard with a 

SPORTS SEPTEMBER 10, 2014 • PAGE 3BULLARD BANNER NEWS

Panthers crunch
Bears, 51-16

Bullard football photos courtesy SUSIE MOORE

Bullard football photos courtesy SUSIE MOORE

Tenaha tops
Guard, 21-15

Bullard JV earns 
first win 39-6

See JV, Page 8 See BROOK HILL, Page 9

See PANTHERS, Page 8

L-R:
Josh Butler, 

Sean Dempsey, 
JT Plumb

L-R:
Dex Jenkins, 

Weston Roach, 
Levi Ehrman

LEGENDS’
BAND MEMBERS OF THE WEEK 

FOR BULLARD ISD

TENOR SAX

TENOR SAX

FOOTBALL FRIDAY Combo Special!!
     JR. CHEESEBURGER, 
          FRIES & DRINK....

**Fridays 5:30 pm til close  - All Season Long**

117 N Phillips, Bullard, TX 75757 - (903) 894-1025

$7.99

OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE WEEK

DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE WEEK

J &M
Trophies

  Plaques  Sports Awards 
 Acrylics  Gifts

702 Hwy 110 S    Whitehouse, TX  
 (903) 839-2863

Wash-n-Fold Service
157 Hwy 69 N. Suite 100

Bullard, TX
Mon - Fri  6 am - 11 pm

Sat - Sun 8 am - 9:30 pm

CONNER MEBANE
QUARTERBACK

3
150 rushing yards; 

one rushing touchdown

One fumble recovery, one 
quarterback sack, four 

quarterback hurries, and 
eight tackles12

MIKAH HUGHES
LINEBACKER

DIVISION 7, 1ST PLACE

DIVISION 8, 1ST PLACE DIVISION 10, 1ST PLACE
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CHAPSVS. CAVS

Westlake offense Lake Travis defense

STEVE LOPEZ/STAFF

QB 4
Sam Ehlinger

RB 33
Travis Braithwaite

WR 9
Chase Cokley

WR 10
Reed Klubnik

K
Rolando Nvarro

WR 19
Andrew Laycock

T 50
Kody Allen

G 66
Devyn Sieck

C 55
Austin Spacek

G 54
Jordan Edgar

T 57
Joe Gallinghouse

DE 32
Garrett Womack

DT 47
Jayden Hutchings

DT 44
Sammy Ochoa

DT 34
Tevin Paul

DE 13
Feno Pearson

LB 11
James Bailey

LB 16
John Brewer

DB 35
D’Marcus Lacy

S 25
Austin Hiller

S 12
Chris Roller

DB 8
Tanner Bush P 3

Hudson Fife

WR 6
Nick Scott

All elements are in place
for the perfect storm

Alright Westlake fans,
listen closely: the Chap-
arrals will beat Lake Tra-
vis on Friday.

True. Lake Travis has
owned this series and
Westlake’s last win was
before Barack Obama be-
came the country’s 44th
President. So somehow,
the Chaps lack of success
is Obama’s fault.

I kid, but there are ma-
ny reasons to think the
tide has turned for the
Chaparrals.

Hear me out.
All of Todd Dodge’s

goals for the season are
still obtainable, including
winning a district cham-
pionship.

How? Westlake has to
beat Lake Travis and the
Cavaliers have to beat
Bowie for that to happen.
That would force a three-
way tie for the district
championship. It would
also keep the Cavaliers
from winning their third
straight outright district
title in the state’s largest
classification.

If that’s not enough
motivation, there’s plen-
ty more.

It’s no secret Dodge
has won over the Chap-
arral faithful already. A
win against Lake Travis
will likely get him a con-
tract extension. I’ve been
on the Todd Dodge band-
wagon since Darren All-
man said he was step-
ping down to take the job
at Colleyville Heritage.
Shoot, I’ve even drove
the bandwagon a few
times.

My prediction, howev-
er, has nothing to do with
being a charter mem-
ber of the Todd Dodge
fan club. My prediction is
based solely on the belief
that the intangibles mean
more than records and
statistics.

My friend Jay Plotkin
will break down his pre-
diction on why Lake Tra-
vis will win based on sta-
tistics and records. This
is the equivalent of Tex-
as-Oklahoma. Records
and stats mean noth-
ing. If they did, Oklaho-
ma would have smoked
Texas in 2013. Remember
who won that game?

Even some of those in-
tangibles are stacked

against the Chaps.
■Westlake is less ex-

perienced.
■The Chaps are go-

ing into a hostile environ-
ment.

■Lake Travis knows
what’s at stake and the
Cavaliers are too well
coached to get caught
looking ahead.

■Lake Travis 6-2
against Westlake.

But let’s face facts that
are getting noticed. West-
lake has been extremely
close in the last two sea-
sons in getting over the
Lake Travis mountain.

In 2012, The Chaps
led 11-7 with less than
four minutes and facing
fourth down on the Cav-
alier 5-yard-line. In-
stead of kicking
the field goal, Dar-
ren Allman went
for it. The play was
stopped and the Cav-
aliers marched down
field for a 96-yard touch-
down.

Last year, Westlake
led 27-14 going into the
fourth quarter and gave
up 14 unanswered points
to lose by one point.

This Westlake team is
hungry and Dodge needs
a signature win. What’s
the perfect game to get
it? Beat the team that has
become the thorn in the
Chaparrals side.

Everything’s in place
for the perfect storm at
Cavalier Stadium Friday.

Contact Michael Adams at
512-445-3682.

MICHAELADAMSWHYWESTLAKEWILLWIN ...

No. Player Class Pos.
1 Rolando Navarro Sr. K
2 Max Mangum Jr. SS
3 Malek Jacobs Sr. RB
4 Sam Ehlinger So. QB
5 Breckyn Hager (C) Sr. MLB
6 Nick Scott Sr. WR
7 Ryan Newberg Sr. WR
8 James Gauthreaux Sr. S
9 Chase Cokley Jr. WR
10 Reed Klubnik Jr. WR, QB
11 Hudson Hall (C) Sr. MLB
12 Jewel Russell Jr. RB, QB
13 Mack Kelley Jr. FS
14 Jake Coker Sr. QB
15 Sean Rollings Sr. QB
16 Noah Hodes Jr. WR
17 Jack Sallis Sr. WR
18 Kylen Skonning Jr. WR
19 Andrew Laycock (C) Sr. WR
20 Barrett Chambers So. FS
21 Stephen Rioux Jr. WR
22 Ryan Rees Jr. C
23 Ryan Markus Jr. C
24 Levi Jones So. OLB
25 Michael Severt Sr. FS
26 Kolton Gruber Sr. C
27 Canaan Clark bateman Jr. RB
28 Scout Hannon Sr. RB
29 Nick Soto-kerans Sr. S
30 Gunner Ochoa Sr. CB
31 Stephen Mendrys Sr. SS
32 Gabe Duran (C) Sr. ILB
33 Travis Braithwaite Sr. RB
34 Samuel Furnish Sr. C
35 Hudson Petersen Sr. CB
36 Austin Albrecht Sr. WR
37 Mario Spinelli Sr. CB
38 Jacob Prothro Sr. RB
39 John Lane Sr. LB
40 Miles O’connor Sr. DL
41 Mccord Kobelan Sr. S
42 Andrew Marsh Sr. DL
43 Court Manske Sr. MLB
44 Daniel Aidman Sr. NG
45 Sam Stanka Sr. DL
46 Bryce Boisvert Jr. LB
47 Bobby Butchofsky (C) Sr. DE
48 Manolo Gonzalez Sr. DL, P
49 Hayden Bohlmann So. LB
50 Kody Allen Jr. T
52 Isaac Baldwin Sr. OG
53 Andrew Benevides Sr. DT
54 Jordan Edgar Sr. G
55 Austin Spacek Sr. C
56 Elias Garcia Sr. DE
57 Joe Gallinghouse Sr. T
58 Ovidio Pinto Sr. DL
59 Jarrod Jacobson So. LB
60 Michael Morrill Sr. OG
62 Xander Benton Jr. T
63 Mike Haneman Sr. OL
65 Michael Wiggins Jr. OL
66 Robert “devyn” sieck Sr. G
70 Brycen Foreman Jr. OL
71 Kyle Wassmuth Sr. OL
72 Alex Hurdlow Sr. OL
74 Joe Heironimus So. G
80 Stuart Lasater Sr. WR
81 Grady Gimbel Sr. WR
83 Grayson Jones Sr. WR
84 Chris Berbette Sr. WR
85 Larsen Dempsey Sr. DL
87 Will Price Sr. DL
88 Andy Romanak Jr. DL
89 Lucas Goldberg Sr. WR

WESTLAKE CHAPARRALS

2006:THE
GREATLAKES
SHOOTOUT
Central Texas football
fans can thank Chick-
fil-A proprietors Alan
Williams and Darryl
Zavodny for putting their
heads together to help
Lake Travis and Westlake
begin a football rivalry.
Williams, a Lake Travis
parent who established
the Chick-fil-A in
Westlake, and Zavody,
who operates the Chick-
fil-A in Bee Cave, created
a trophy that still goes to
the winner. OK, Westlake
coach Derek Long and
Lake Travis coach Jeff
Dicus deserve credit
for agreeing to play as
well. Thanks to future
NFL stars Nick Foles and
Justin Tucker, the trophy
went home to Westlake
after the Chaps pulled
away with a 37-14 win.
The Chaps went on to
fall to Todd Dodge’s
Southlake Carroll
in the state
championship
game.

THE SERIES

Westlake’s Ryan Swope dives for a touchdown past Lake Travis’ Ian Lazarus at
Chaparral Stadium in 2007. ANDREW LOEHMAN / FOR AMERICAN-STATESMAN

2007:THEONETHATGOTAWAY 2008:
SATISFACTION
ATLAST
Back in Westlake, the
Cavaliers finally tasted
victory in the series.
With new coach Chad
Morris and a team that
returned almost its
entire championship
nucleus, Lake Travis
dominated from the
start. Gilbert shook off
his four-interception
performance from 2007
and rushed for three
scores while adding
another through the air,
and Lake Travis rolled to
a 38-17 win.

2009:BREW
CREW
Lake Travis evened the
series with a convincing
win in 2009. Michael
Brewer took over the
offense and led the
Cavaliers to a 28-7 lead
after three quarters,
rushing for two scores
and hitting Connor Floyd
for a 48-yard score
en route to a 42-21
win. Brewer finished
with three rushing
touchdowns but 422
passing yards. Both
Floyd and Andy Erickson
totaled more than 160
receiving yards, getting
behind the Westlake
defense to set up short
touchdown runs.

In what would become an improbable state
championship season, turnovers plagued
Lake Travis in a 28-21 loss at Westlake. The
Chaps opened up a 14-0 lead before Lake Travis
stormed back with touchdown passes from

Garrett Gilbert to Jason Bird and Cade McCrary and
an interception return by Sean Robinson to lead at the
half, but turnovers killed the Cavaliers. Gilbert threw
four interceptions, including one in the end zone late in

the game as the Cavaliers tried to tie. Little did anyone
know at the time that the Cavaliers would pull things

together and become a state championship team. The
lasting image came from Lake Travis coach Dicus, who
knelt in the end zone in tears following the game.

Lake Travis’
Conner Floyd
pulls in a big
reception
against
Westlake’s
Louie Swope
in 2009.
RODOLFO

GONZALEZ

/ AMERICAN-

STATESMAN

Andrew Laycock (19), here catching a pass against Austin
High on Sept. 19, has the speed to match up well with Lake
Travis’ defensive secondary. He’s also dangerous on special
teams as a kick returner. PAUL BRICK FOR LAKE TRAVIS VIEW

Westlake’s Nick
Foles looks for a
receiver at Lake
Travis in 2006. JAY

JANNER / AMERICAN-

STATESMAN -

Westlake
coach Todd
Dodge. PAUL

BRICK FOR LAKE

TRAVIS VIEW
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Website

  S  weepstakesWinners
Division 2

1. Galveston County Daily News 475

2. Victoria Advocate 450

3. Tyler Morning Telegraph 400

4. Nacogdoches Daily Sentinel 375

Division 3

1. Seguin Gazette 550

2. Marshall News Messenger 300

3. Athens Daily Review* 275

4. Vernon Daily Record* 275

Division 4 

1. Williamson County Sun/Sunday Sun 725

2. Hood County News* 650

3. The Fayette County Record* 650

4. Wise County Messenger 525

Division 5  

1. Kilgore News Herald 500

2. The Bowie News 400

3. Terrell Tribune 300

4. El Campo Leader-News 275

Division 6

1. Fredericksburg Standard-Radio Post 400

2. Port Aransas South Jetty 375

3. Silsbee Bee 350

4. Hill Country Community Journal 325

Division 7  

1. Hays Free Press 550

2. The Community News 425

3. The Sealy News 350

4. The Big Bend Sentinel 275

Division 8  

1. The Canadian Record 475

2. Iowa Park Leader 425

3. Meridian Tribune 375

4. Glen Rose Reporter 350

Division 9  

1. Lake Travis View* 475

2. Westlake Picayune* 475

3. Springtown Epigraph* 475

4. Ozona Stockman 425

Division 10  

1. Big Lake Wildcat 550

2. Bullard Banner News 375

3. Murphy Monitor* 350

4. Clarendon Enterprise* 350

*Tiebreaker rules: contestants with the highest placement 
in the general excellence category are given precedence.

Dailies
1. Victoria Advocate: The clean color palette and 
layout make this site easy to navigate on all de-
vices. The most commented section is a great touch 
to promote trending topics. The large video widget 
is a great way to promote multimedia content. The 
news grid is good but lacks hierarchy. It would be 
great if one or more of the items were larger than 
the others. They would also benefit greatly from 
thumbnails. 
2. Galveston County Daily News: The masthead 
and flag graphic at the top of the page are eye catch-
ing and present the newspaper well. There is a lot of 
uneven white space across the site that throws off 
the balance. The horizontal grouping of stories is 
a good way to feature content, but should be set off 
in some way either with a header, tool lines, color 
blocking, etc. 
3. Brownwood Bulletin: The white space, clean 
lines and fonts give the site a modern look. There is 
a lack of hierarchy at the top of the page with both 
of the headers being the same font size and weight. 
It would be beneficial to signify which is more im-
portant so the reader knows where to look. There 
are so many pop up/takeover ads on the site that 
it is a distracting user experience. Using video the 
video widget is a great way to promote multimedia, 
however the widget was broken when using the 
site. The photo galleries section is nice and clear. 
It would be great if there were more space for the 

headline as they get cut off easily. 
4. Lubbock Avalanche-Journal - lonestarvar-
sity.com: This site stood out with it’s bold, modern 
color palette. The site design is simple but easy to 
navigate. It would be good to even the length of the 
page by including more stories in the feed. Work 
on standardizing the feel of the page with unified 
fonts and button styles. Also, this site could benefit 
from white pace between items in the center skinny 
column. 

Semi-weeklies
1. Wise County Messenger: The clean, modern 
design of this site set it apart from the rest. The 
breaking news section is a good way to keep the 
most important, most relevant news at the top of 
the page. It would be good to limit the characters 
that show here, because it is a little long. The slider 
adds a nice visual to the page. The overall layout is 
easy to navigate with the clear section headers. It 
would be nice to see a better incorporation of mul-
timedia on the site, especially video. Also, it would 
be good to surface your social media accounts with 
icons to increase social engagement.  In our chang-
ing media environment, it is especially important 
to make sure you are serving your digital audience 
is the most effective way. It would be smart to make 
the site responsive to mobile devices to improve the 
reading experience and therefore increase the re-
tention rate of those users. 

2. The Bowie News: Nice, clean masthead and 
navigation structure. Develop the top, red naviga-
tion more to make it more useful. The calendar and 
weather widgets are good for user engagement. It 
would be nice to see a better incorporation of mul-
timedia on the site, especially video. The overall 
structure is easy to navigate. It would be good to 
use varying thumbnails for obits to avoid repeti-
tion. When I looked on the site, there was a place-
holder ad on the side. Make sure you are either fill 
all of your units with house ads if there are holes or 
eliminating the ad position from the page. 
3. The Fayette County Record: Very nice mast-
head and navigation. I like that it is tabs that re-
spond to which page you are on. The slider on the 
top of the page could use an arrow so that the user 
can interact a little easier with the order of the sto-
ries. The use of the sidebar to highlight the paper 
and special sections is a great way to get your other 
products to the forefront. It would be great to see a 
better incorporation of multimedia including video 
on the site. Also, it would be good to surface your 
social media accounts with icons to increase social 
engagement. 
4. Terrell Tribune: The navigation is clear, but 
could stand to be a little larger in font size. There 
are a lot of moving elements with the animated ads 
and breaking news bar. Due to those competing ele-
ments, it’s hard to find a center of focus. The “In the 
spotlight” section is a good place to highlight break-

ing news, although the shown tags are unneces-
sary. I like that the organization puts an emphasis 
on video by placing it high on the page, but like to 
see it relate to the accompanying story. The overall 
white space on the page is unbalanced, especially 
on the bottom of the site. Work on creating a con-
sistent column system so your information looks 
more organized. Also, it would be good to surface 
your social media accounts with icons to increase 
social engagement. 

Weeklies A
All websites keeping up to date. Biggest prob-
lem is use of space, too much junk or too much 
whitespace.
1. Tyler County Booster: clean, easy to navigate
2. Houston Business Journal: slick site, easy 
read
3. The Big Bend Sentinel: simple but effective
4. The Sealy News: big try

Weeklies B
1. Eldorado Success
2. Big Lake Wildcat
3. The Presidio International
4. The Canadian Record
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  S  portsPhotos
Division 2
1st place was a clear winner. His two entries dem-
onstrated the agony of defeat and the joy of victory. 
1. Galveston County Daily News - Time runs 
out/Back to state
2. Kerrville Daily Times
3. Nacogdoches Daily Sentinel – ThePileUp/
TheCatch
4. Victoria Advocate 

Division 3
Strong category, tough decisions to be made, best of 
what I’ve seen so far.
1. Huntsville Item - Joshua Yates: LSU Peak ac-
tion, photo and headline work perfectly together. 
Strong celebration photo.
2. Seguin Gazette - Up for grabs/Zone Champions: 
Good basketball action, coach in the background 
makes the shot, good celebration shot
3. Brownwood Bulletin - Still Unbeaten/Victory 
for the Ages: Good football, tighter crop would have 
made it better, excellent celebration photo
4. The Courier, Conroe - Victory and Defeat/
Whatever It Takes: Good soccer reaction photo, 
needed to crop a bit from bottom, good football ac-
tion.

Division 4
1. Wise County Messenger: Nice mix of emotion 
and action.
2. Uvalde Leader-News: Solid overall action and 
keeping the ball in frame.
3. Williamson County Sun/Sunday Sun - Air 

Herbert/Hester wins: Well composed, nice job keep-
ing all limbs accounted for in the first one.
4. Hood County News - Airborne battle, Jax 
among giants

Division 5
Some good moments, tight action shots.  We like 
the play some of these papers gave.  
1. El Campo Leader-News - March 5: Close Calls/
May 3: Dugout Explosion
2. Kilgore News Herald
3. Terrell Tribune 
4. Round Rock Leader - Definitely, the Warriors 
are in/Substitute goalie saves the day

Division 6
Overall, a great selection of photos. First place 
selection stood out, but choosing second-through-
fourth place was tough. There were some “easy” ac-
tion shots, but most showed good anticipation and 
timing by photographer.
1. Hill Country Community Journal - Sweep: 
Tivy sweeps series against S.A. Brennan with two 
wins/Champion holds off Tivy: Sharp focus, great 
color and good composition. Action is outstanding; 
shot of collision at home plate is simply awesome.
2. Azle News - 7 on 7/Hornet Nation: Love that shot 
of player catching touchdown pass was not only a 
nice shot, but was of the game-winning play. No 
real on-court action in volleyball shot, but crowd 
behind alert player makes up for it.
3. Fredericksburg Standard-Radio Post: Really 
like the way headline relates to volleyball shot; ball 

looks out of reach, just as team’s hopes proved to 
be. Great expressions on faces of hurdler, shotput-
ter.
4. Silsbee Bee: Great timing on shot of runner 
being tagged out by flying infielder. Little fuzzy, 
but that appears to be because it’s a night game.

Division 7
Overall weak category with one great exception. 
1. Cuero Record - Bi-district win over Rio Hondo/
D’Anthony Hopkins makes tall leap: Two good pho-
tos together carried this to the top.
2. The Clifton Record - Out At Home/Brick Wall: 
Baseball photo was right moment and position, and 
football picture was decent.
3. The Vindicator - Cheerleader shadow: Single 
photo was category’s best, but the rules require two 
photos. Too bad.
4. The Community News - High Jump/Baseball 
Celebration: Pretty good baseball celebration at the 
mound, but the high jump photo was just average.

Division 8
Category generated a lengthy discussion, fueled by 
debate over superb images weakened by sub-par 
secondary photos. 
1. Glen Rose Reporter - In good hands: Great 
peak action on softball and well-done collection of 
on- and off-court volleyball photos.
2. Goliad Advance-Guard: Both pictures are 
solid, clean, and well-cropped pictures.
3. The Ellis County Press: Weak basketball photo 
dragged down the top sports single. Too bad.

4. Iowa Park Leader - Bulldog Headache/Hawks 
soar to bi-district win: Quarterback dive is good ac-
tion, but overall a busy photo. The gang-tackling 
picture pulled the entry downward.

Division 9
Weak category.  No 3rd or 4th place finishers.  
1. Tri County Leader - Going the distance/White-
house hosts Wildcat Relays
2. Springtown Epigraph - Out at First/District 
Champ
3. None Selected 
4. None Selected 

Division 10
Winners stood out easily above the rest of entries. 
Muleshoe Journal had strong photo entries, but 
oddly written cutlines dropped them out of conten-
tion.
1. Red Oak Record: Excellent soccer photo, good 
action, face in basketball shot.
2. Big Lake Wildcat - Goodloe High Jump/Crush-
ing Block: Good high jump photo, tighter crop 
would have improved it. Don’t often see a photo 
built around a block, this one works.
3. Murphy Monitor - Getting Through/Awkward, 
indeed:  Like the face in the wrestling photo, a 
tighter crop would make it better, technically good 
basketball.
4. Lindsay Letter - Sweet victory/State bound: Two 
good celebration photos

SPORTS
PAGE 4 – RED OAK    RECORD 

Thursday, April 3, 2014

STEVE PATTERSON
Red Oak Record

 Both the Lady Hawks and Hawks varsity soccer teams played 
in the Area Round of the State Class 4A Soccer playoffs at Kin-
caide Stadium on Friday, March 28. 
 The Lady Hawks battled the Lady Bulldogs of N. Dallas HS 
in the 5:30 game. 
 With a strong North wind at their back, the Lady Hawks were 
not really able to take advantage of that and at halftime had a 
1-0 lead even though they had numerous quality shots on goal. 
 Now facing that strong wind and the Lady Bulldogs playing 
tough, they went on the offensive. Whatever was said or the 
adjustments made at halftime, worked! The Lady Hawks came 
out and took control of the game and its tempo. 
 Scoring often, the Lady Hawks quickly took the bite out of 
the Lady Bulldogs and went onto win 4-0. The Lady Hawks will 
now play Ferris, who beat Samuel 2-1, in the Sectional Round.
 The Lady Hawks beat Ferris 4-0 and 6-0 in regular District 
play earlier in the season. Check the Red Oak ISD web page for 
location and game time.
 The Hawks had the second game at Kincaide Stadium as the 
battled the Adamson Leopards. This was a game of great shots 
and great saves. The Hawks had to face the strong wind in the 
first half, but were able to score. However a Hawks foul set up 
a penalty kick close in on goal and the Leopards tied it up at 1. 
 In the second half the Hawks were able to score again and 
go up 2-1, but the Leopards would strike again tying it again at 
2. Finally in the last 8 minutes or so, the Hawks scored again 
going up 3-2. From that point on they simply played keep away 
forcing the Leopards to run into the wind and up and down the 
field and would go onto win 3-2. 
 The Hawks will now play Dallas Wilson HS. Check the Red 
Oak ISD web page for location and game time.

STEVE PATTERSON / Red Oak Record / www.movingpictures.photoreflect.com
The Hawks’ Goalie, Russell Brown, went out to block a corner kick shot and after knocking the ball away found a defender’s 
head between his hands. Brown gently helped the defender to the turf (sort of). The Hawks went on to win 3-2.

Hawks, Lady Hawks soccer advance to Sectionals

STEVE PATTERSON / Red Oak Record / www.movingpictures.photoreflect.com
The Lady Hawks second half pressure was too much for N. Dal-
las as the Lady Hawks were fighting through double and triple 
team defenders.

STEVE PATTERSON
Red Oak Record

 The heavy rain on Friday 
was not enough to stop games 
at Lindsey Park on last Satur-
day. 
 Teams from 4u Tee ball up 
to 14U baseball took to the 
fields. 
 Most of the Tee ball games 
were in the morning with 
older Coach and kid pitch 
games later in the afternoon. 
 Other than a little mud here 
and there, it was a near per-
fect day for baseball and there 
was plenty of good baseball 
played.

STEVE PATTERSON / Red Oak Record 
/ www.movingpictures.photoreflect.com
The RO Blackhawks runner 
tries to leap over the Duncan-
ville catcher and score in a 
Coach Pitch game. 

STEVE PATTERSON
Red Oak Record

 The Hawks hosted district 
rival Waxahachie on Tuesday, 
March 25 at Buddy Groom 
Field and quickly found them-
selves down 1-0 after the first 
inning.
 The score remained 1-0 
until the fifth when the Indians 
were able to score 4 more and 
would eventually go on beat the 
Hawks 6-0. 
 Thanks to some good for-
tune, the storms they postponed 
the home softball games missed 
Arlington Seguin HS and the 
Hawks were able to get their 
Friday night game in and beat 

Hawks blanked by 
Indians; beat Seguin

STEVE PATTERSON / Red Oak Record / www.movingpictures.photoreflect.com
Center Fielder Ian Tyra was able to slap this hit to right field and was able to stretch it into a 
double against Waxahachie.

Sequin 13-0 on the road. 
 Zach Pollard, Peyton Brock 
and Caleb Horton all had 
doubles in the game. Peyton 
Brock picked up the win for 
the Hawks.
 The Lady Hawks varsity 
softball have improved since 
they last met Waxahachie and 
throughout the entire game 
stayed with the Lady Indians.
 Down 2-0 in the third, the 
Lady Hawks Catcher Morgan 
Dufour launched another deep 
ball over the wall scoring three 
runs putting the Lady Hawks 
up 3-2. 
 Unfortunately the Lady 
Hawks were unable to get the 

tying or winning runs home and 
lost 7-6. 
 The Lady Hawks were sup-
posed to host Arlington Seguin 
on Friday, March 28, but light-
ing and heavy rain forced that 
game to be postponed to April 
2 at press time. 
 The JV Lady Hawks also lost 
to Waxahachie in a close 6-5 
game.

STEVE PATTERSON
Red Oak Record

 The Lady Hawks varsity 
softball hosted Waxahachie 
on Tuesday, March 25. In 
the previous meeting, the 
Lady Indians exploded late 
in the game and won handily. 
However, the Lady Hawks 
have improved since then and 
throughout the entire game 
stayed with the Lady Indians. 
 Down 2-0 in the 3rd, the 
Lady Hawks Catcher Morgan 
Dufour launched another deep 
ball over the wall scoring three 
runs putting the Lady Hawks 
up 3-2. 
 That lead lasted until the 5th 
when Waxahachie scored 3 

Lady Hawks come up short
runs and added 2 more in the 
6th going up 7-3, but the Lady 
Hawks would not go quietly 
into the night. A leadoff double 
by SS Taylor Lynch and a triple 
by Morgan Dufour three bat-
ters later had Dufour on third 
as the tying run and two outs.
 Unfortunately the Lady 
Hawks were unable to get the 
tying or winning runs home 
and lost 7-6. The Lady Hawks 
were supposed to host Arling-
ton Seguin on Friday march 
28th, but lighting and heavy 
rain forced that game to be 
postponed to April 2 at press 
time. The JV Lady Hawks also 
lost to Waxahachie in a close 
6-5 game.

STEVE PATTERSON / Red Oak Record 
/ www.movingpictures.photoreflect.com
SS Taylor Lynch had a double 
in the seventh inning to spark a 
near come from behind win over 
Waxahachie.

Heavy rain didn’t stop ROBSA games

DIVISION 10, 1ST PLACE DIVISION 7, 1ST PLACE
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Whitehouse hosts Wildcat Relays
BY DON TREUL
Sports

BY DON TREUL
Sports

Ladycats win district
golf team championship 

The Whitehouse track teams hosted the Wildcat Re-
lays Thursday, March 27, in Whitehouse. Corsicana 
won the junior varsity boys and girls division, Chapel 

Hill won the varsity girls division, and Kilgore cap-
tured the varsity boys division. Hallsville, Pine Tree 
and Jacksonville also participated in the meet.

Tex Pierce won two 
races and anchored a 
third place relay team 
at the Wildcat Relays 
Thursday, March 27. 

Whitehouse placed 
fourth in the team stand-
ings with 89 points. Kilg-
ore took the top spot in 
the team totals with 137 
points, and Pine Tree  n-
ished with 119½ points. 
Hallsville placed third 
with 94½ points. Fol-
lowing Whitehouse were 
Chapel Hill (84); Lindale 
(41); Jacksonville (31); 
Hallsville White (15); 
and Corsicana (5).

Pierce dominated the 
intermediate runs with 
a winning time of 2:01.80 
in the 800 race, and a top 
time of 51.86 seconds in 
the 400 run. 

Cade Parrish was able 
to lean in for the winning 
time of 16.15 in the 110 
high hurdles race, and he 
was sixth in the 300 in-
termediate hurdles race 
with a time of 43.25 sec-
onds. The Wildcats had 
two runners place in the 
100 dash, including She-
mar Smith, who was sec-
ond with a time of 11.15 
seconds. Justin Dunning 

placed fourth with a time 
of 11.45 seconds. 

In the 1,600 run, Jo-
seph Mohr raced to a 
fourth place  nish of 
4:56 in a tight race. Col-
ton Fluke captured sixth 
place in the 3,200 run 
with a time of 11:12.

Trent Williams cleared 
6-0 for  fth in the high 
jump. 

In the sprint relay 
race, the team of Dun-
ning, Smith, Tre Staples 
and Coleman Patterson 
placed second with a time 
of 42.93 seconds. Chapel 
Hill edged Whitehouse 
with the winning time of 
42.62 seconds. 

The foursome of 
Ja’Colby Lacey, Ricky 
Estrada, Dusty Johnson 
and Pierce placed third 
in the 1,600 relay with 
a time of 3:34.81. Pine 
Tree edged Kilgore and 
Whitehouse in the race 
with a winning time of 
3:32,36, while the Bull-
dogs were second with a 
time of 3:32.52. Chapel 
Hill was about two sec-
onds behind Whitehouse 
for a very close race.

In the 800 relay race, 
Dunning, Patterson, Sta-
ples and Lacey raced to a 
 fth place  nish with a 
time of 1:35.32. 

The Troup girls golf team captured fi rst place with a team total of 417 in the 
Troup Invitational at Hilltop Country Club Monday, March 24. Barbara Wom-
ack received fi rst place medalist with a score of 93. The team included (left 
to right), Lauren Mekalip, Samantha Marshall, Womack, Marlee Ward and 
Summer Spraggins.

Lady Tigers win tourney —

Courtesy Photo/Tracey Mekalip

The Whitehouse Ladycats captured 
the District 16-4A golf championship 
last week. The two-day tournament was 
held at Pine Dunes and Eagles Bluff in 
Bullard. Whitehouse carded a team to-
tal of 383-399—782 , almost 100 strokes 
ahead of second place Lindale. 

Whitehouse will participate in the 
Class 4A Region II Tournament April 
14-17 in Dallas-Fort Worth. The boys 
will play April 14-15 at The Links at 
Waterchase in Fort Worth, while the 
girls will play April 16-17 at Tierra 
Verde Golf Club in Arlington. 

The Whitehouse boys placed fourth in 
the team standings. 

Kyndall Morgan  red the top round at 
the district tournament with a two-day 
total of 86-91—177. Kennedy Wheeler 
of Lindale carded a distant second place 
total of 94-98—192. Two Ladycats tied 
for third place honors, including Ally-
son Carter, who posted a 99-98-197, 
and Macy Calicutt, who  red a 96-101—
197. 

Bailey West was fourth for the Lady-
cats with a score of 102-109—211, and 
Makenzie Holt  red a 104-122-226. 

Makenzie Gilley, who played on the 
Whitehouse B-Team, also quali ed for 
the regional tournament after she card-
ed a 99-98—197 to tie for third medalist 

overall in the district tourney. 
Alex Monroe led Whitehouse with 

a two-round total of 81-82—163. He 
paced the Wildcats to a team total of 
345-353—698. Lindale easily won the 
division with a total of 306-315—621. 
Jacksonville placed second with a 
two-day total of 312-333—645. 

Cameron Brown of Jacksonville 
was top medalist with a two-round to-
tal of 67-70—137. 

Also for Whitehouse, Parker 
Baskin  red an 87-84—171, followed 
by Drake Briscoe, who posted an 82-
94—176 for the tournament. Carson 
Hiltpold  red a 95-93—188, and Aus-
tin Gonzales carded a 99-102—201. 

For the Whitehouse B-Team, Ra-
chel Fulgham carded a 129-121—250; 
Kacie Anderson posted a 140-135—
275; and Kinsey Whitman  red a 146-
149—295. 

The team results for the girls divi-
sion included, Whitehouse (383-399—
782); Lindale (436-445—881); Cor-
sicana (503-512-1015); Whitehouse 
B (514-503—1017); and John Tyler 
(545-505—1050).

The boys division team results 
were, Lindale (306-315—621); Jack-
sonville (312-333—645); Nacogdoches 
(335-339—674); Corsicana (336-336—
672); Whitehouse (345-353—698); 
Lindale B (400-379—779; and John 
Tyler (459-458—917).

Whitehouse fell to 
Kilgore in bi-district 
boys soccer action in 

Lindale last week. 
The Bulldogs tied 

the match at 1-1 before 
halftime, and Kilgore 
scored the winning 
goal in the second pe-

riod. Travis Blackburn 
scored off of an assist 
from Cade Coggin. 
Cade Parrish was the 
goalie for the Wild-
cats. 

BY DON TREUL
Sports

Bulldogs defeat Whitehouse 
in bi-district soccer playoff match

Tigers, Dragons upset Wildcats in diamond action
It was a tough week 

for Whitehouse in District 
16-4A competition on the 
diamond. The Wildcats 
fell in extra innings 7-6 
earlier in the week to Na-
cogdoches, and yielded to 
a late rally to Corsicana 
in an 11-3 loss Friday, 
March 28. 

With the losses, White-
house fell to 1-3 in the dis-
trict standings, while Cor-
sicana improved to 3-1. 
The Wildcats will host 
John Tyler at 7 p.m. Fri-
day, April 4, and will have 
a rematch with Lindale 
Tuesday, April 8, to start 
the second round through 
the district schedule. 

The Tigers used a 
seven-run sixth inning 

to spark the victory over 
Whitehouse. 

Corsicana also took ad-
vantage of four errors by 
the Wildcats, and 11 walks 
yielded by Whitehouse 
pitchers. Starting pitcher 
Ryan Cheatham and the 
Whitehouse pitchers were 
only able to strikeout 
one batter. Trevor Nolen 
picked up the win for the 
Tigers, allowing two runs 
on six hits in  ve innings.

Caleb McNulty reached 
base on a walk in the  rst 
inning and he advanced 
to third base on a wild 
pitch. He scored on a hit 
by Pat Mahomes. Tanner 
Roach got a hit to give 
Whitehouse runners at 
the corners with two outs, 
but the Wildcats were un-
able to take advantage of 
the situation.  

In the bottom of the 
frame, Layton Wolver 
reached base on a hit 
and Cheatham walked 
Bobby Lopez. Both run-
ners advanced on a wild 
pitch. Trevor Nolen drove 
in the run on a sacri ce 
hit. 

Corsicana took the lead 
in the second inning after 
three consecutive walks 
to end Cheatham’s work 
at the mound. In relief, 
Conser got one quick out, 
but Bobby Lopez drove in 
Rhett Holcomb for a Cor-
sicana lead.

The Tigers added a run 
in the fourth inning and 
one more in the  fth for a 
two run lead after White-
house scored in the top of 
the inning. The Wildcats 
also scored a run in the 
top of the sixth to cut the 

lead to 4-3 
Corsicana scored seven 

runs off 11 at-bats in the 
bottom of the sixth stanza. 
Whitehouse was unable 
to score in the seventh in-
ning to end the game. 

An extra-inning strug-
gle ended in the bottom 
of the 10th frame after 
Nacogdoches plated the 
winning run for a 7-6 vic-
tory over Whitehouse in 
District 16-4A baseball 
action last week. 

The Wildcats scored a 
run in the  rst inning, but 
the Dragons were able to 
knot the game at 1-1 in 
the bottom of the frame. 
Nacogdoches jumped out 
to a 3-1 lead with two 
more runs in the bot-
tom of the second stanza. 
Following two scoreless 
innings, Whitehouse re-

gained the lead with three 
runs in the top of the  fth 
inning. The Dragons took 
the lead back after plat-
ing two runs in the bot-
tom of the  fth inning, but 
Whitehouse went back on 
top 6-5 with two addi-
tional runs in the seventh 
inning. Nacogdoches was 
able to rally for a run in 
the bottom of the seventh 
stanza to send the game 
into extra innings. 

Both teams failed to 
score in the eighth and 
ninth frame, and White-
house was unable to rally 
for a run in the 10th stan-
za. Nacogdoches managed 
to scored in the bottom of 
the 10th for the win. 

Mahomes belted a pair 
of doubles and drove in 
three runs, and Roach 
recorded two RBIs. Cole-

man Patterson smacked a 
double and NcNulty hit a 
single and drove in a run. 
Eric Munoz, Parker and 
Swinney each had a hit. 

On the mound, Ma-
homes yielded six walks 
and  ve hits for six runs. 
He also struck out four 
after facing 33 batters. In 
relief, Parker struck out 
four, walked four and al-
lowed two hits in just un-
der three innings of work. 

Bringham Hill was 
the starting pitcher for 
the Dragons. In seven 
innings, he also faced 33 
batters, struck out 10, 
walked two and gave up 
seven hits for six runs. 

BY DON TREUL
Sports
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ALL SMILES — The Bridgeport Bulls celebrate a fi rst-round playoff win over the Ferris Yellowjackets. The Bulls tied the game 
14-14 at the half but shut Ferris out for the remainder of play to win 35-14.

BY JAKE HARRIS
jharris@wcmessenger.com

The Bridgeport Bulls (8-3, 
4-1) are bi-district champi-
ons after defeating the Fer-
ris Yellowjackets 35-14 in 
Joshua Friday night.

The Bulls’ defense was the 
real winner, holding Ferris 
quarterback and leading 
rusher Javaughn Thurmon 
to 144 yards, 94 of which 
came on one run.

“Aside from that one long 
run, I was real proud of the 
way the defense played,” 
Bridgeport head coach Dan-
ny Henson said. “For a guy 
that’s got more than 2,000 

yards on the season, holding 
him to that much was fun to 
watch.”

That 94-yard run was the 
lone score of the fi rst quar-
ter, but once the Bulls took
over in the second quarter, 
they started mounting their
offensive.

A 2-yard run from  Bra-
zier Talley got the Bulls on
the board, and they scored 
again before the half ended
on a 4-yard touchdown from
Trey Cook.

The Bulls allowed the
’Jackets only one more score
the rest of the game, which 

Bulls beat 
’Jackets for 
bi-district 

championship

See Bulls on page 12B

FOOTBALL
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CELEBRATION TIME — Clay Barnett scored two of the 
Yellowjackets’ touchdowns in Boyd’s playoff win over Brady 
Friday night.

Boyd batters 
Brady to 
advance

BY BOB BUCKEL
bbuckel@wcmessenger.com

If they win their next 
playoff game, the Boyd Yel-
lowjackets can even their 
season record at 6-6.

But they’re 1-0 in the 
playoffs, after laying a 33-12 
whipping on Brady Friday 
night in Granbury.

The Yellowjackets (5-6) 
fought back from behind to 
take a 10-6 halftime lead, 
then three minutes into the 
second half found them-
selves trailing again, 12-10 
to the Bulldogs, who came 
into the game with an 8-2 
record.

Five minutes later, junior 
quarterback Clay Barnett, 

who rushed 20 times for 180
yards, took the team on his 
back and gave Boyd the lead
for good.

The big play of the drive 
was a 40-yard Barnett scam-
per on a fourth-and-fi ve.

He was forced out of 
bounds at the Brady 8 and 
pulled down 5 yards out of 
bounds, drawing a penalty 
that put the ball at the 4. On
the next play he spun out of 
a tackle and fell backwards
into the end zone.

He ran the two-point con-
version in untouched, and it 
was 18-12.

The next series was piv-
otal, as Brady came right

See Boyd on page 12B
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THE END — Matt Cedrone kneels in the end zone after Decatur’s two-point loss in quadruple overtime against Stephenville 
Friday night. The loss ends the Eagles’ season.

Tough sting
Yellowjackets steal game in 4 OTs

BY RICHARD GREENE
rgreene@wcmessenger.com

Kaegun Williams made it 
a long night for the Deca-
tur Eagles with his legs and 
hands.

But it was the Stephen-
ville sophomore’s arm that 
fi nally beat the Eagles Fri-
day night in the fourth over-
time. On a halfback pass, 
Williams hit Darian Brown 
in the end zone for the two-
point try that gave the Yel-
lowjackets the 66-64 victory 
over the Eagles in the Class 
4A Division I Region I bi-
district game.

Williams fi nished with 
273 yards rushing and 
another 78 receiving and 

scored seven touchdowns 
— three rushing and four 
receiving.

“He’s a good running 
back,” said Decatur senior 
linebacker Jacob Kevetter. 
“We should have made more 
plays on him.”

Williams’ winning toss on 
a two-point try nearly didn’t 
come into play. On fourth-
and-8 with Stephenville 
needing a touchdown in the 
fourth overtime, Kevetter 
came free and nearly sacked 
quarterback Anthony Cha-
varria. He spun away from 
Kevetter and hit Williams 
in the end zone for his fi fth 
touchdown pass.

JOE DUTY/WCMESSENGER • Buy reprints at wcmessenger.com/reprints

MAKING THE PLAY — Decatur’s Gunnar Parker fi nds a 
hole and slips by a Stephensville defender. The game was 
the second consecutive overtime contest for Decatur.See Decatur on page 12B

By JAMES LACOMBE
The Daily News

 » HOUSTON

Heading into the match-
deciding game, Clear Falls 
head coach Lyndsay Hodges 
told her team it was all about 
heart.

Ater battling through 
four games, the heart of the 
defending Region III shone 
through in the deciding 
ith game as the Clear Falls 
Knights topped the Cypress 
Ranch Lady Mustangs 16-
25, 25-22, 29-27, 22-25, 15-
10 at Aldine ISD’s Campbell 
Center on Saturday to repeat 
as regional champs and ad-
vance to state for the second 

straight year.
“I told them, ‘At this point, 

it’s all you. Either you got the 
heart and we keep going, or 
they got the heart and we go 
home,’” Hodges said.

In the ith game, junior 
outside hitter Ashlynn Dun-
bar led the charge on ofense, 
recording six kills, as the 
team got of to a 9-4 lead.

Up 11-7, senior outside 
hitter Alyssa Enneking took 
over with three kills down 
the stretch, including the 
match-ending point.

“Ashlynn and I, we just 
connected in this game, and 
I couldn’t ask for anything 

Clear Falls wins Region 3 title in 
thriller for second straight trip to state

SPORTS
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Clear Falls, 44 
Ball High, 37
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BACK TO STATE

Clear Falls’ Madisson Gibson, left, Kayla Hayes, center, and Naomi 
Jean, right, celebrate after winning the ifth set of the Region III 
6A Final on Saturday afternoon at the Aldine ISD M.O. Campbell 

Center in Houston. The Lady Knights defeated the Mustangs to 
claim the Region III 6A title and advance to the state tournament 
next weekend. Photos by KEVIN M. COX/The Daily News

Clear Falls coach Lyndsay Hodges celebrates with her team after 
winning the Region III 6A Final on Saturday afternoon at the Aldine 
ISD M.O. Campbell Center in Houston. See Clear Falls | B5

By TOM WITHERS
AP Sports Writer

 » CLEVELAND

From his one season in New 
England with Ryan Mallett, 
Browns quarterback Brian 
Hoyer provided a partial scout-
ing report to his teammates on 
Houston’s quarterback.

“It’s the strongest arm I’ve 
ever seen — by far,” Hoyer said.

On Sunday, Mallett inally 

gets to show it of in an NFL 
regular-season game.

With Ryan Fitzpatrick strug-
gling and unable to get Hous-
ton’s ofense moving, irst-year 
Texans coach Bill O’Brien de-
cided during the team’s bye 
week to switch to Mallett, a 
former third-round drat pick 
acquired in an August trade 
from the Patriots. O’Brien 
knows Mallett well, having 
worked with him in New Eng-

land.
Quarterback and coach have 

been reunited, and O’Brien’s 
eager to see what Mallett can 
do in his irst career start. Mal-
lett has been patiently waiting 
for his chance, and now that it 
has arrived, O’Brien believes 
the four-year veteran, who 
has only attempted four career 
passes, will make the most of 
the opportunity.

“He loves football,” O’Brien 

said. “Even when he was on 
the sideline, he was somewhat 
of a coach kind of trying to 
tell us what he would see and 
what things were standing 
out to him. He just loves be-
ing around the team and he’s 
shown that now as the starter. 
He’s out there; he’s doing a 
good job of operating the of-
fense.”

Texans giving Mallett first start against Browns

See Texans | B3

TEXAS  

COLLEGE  

FOOTBALL

Texas 28, 
Oklahoma State 7

 » STILLWATER, Okla.
Tyrone Swoopes 

completed 24 of 33 
passes for 305 yards and 
two touchdowns to lead 
Texas to a 28-7 victory over 
Oklahoma State in a Big 12 
matchup Saturday night.

With its third straight 
win, Texas (6-5, 5-3) 
became eligible to par-
ticipate in a bowl game for 
fourth consecutive year 
and the 16th time in the 
last 17 seasons. 

Johnathan Gray rushed 
for 81 yards and a touch-
down for the Longhorns. 
Nick Rose connected on 
ield goals of 34-, 44- and 
(a career-long) 51-yards.

The Texas defense lim-
ited the Cowboys 5-5, 3-4) 
to a season-low 192 total 
yards. 

TCU 34, Kansas 30
 » LAWRENCE, Kan.

Aaron Green ran for 
128 yards and two touch-
downs, Cameron Echols-
Luper returned a punt 69 
yards for another score 
and No. 5 TCU turned back 
a spirited upset bid from 
Kansas in a 34-30 win Sat-
urday that kept the Horned 
Frogs in playof contention.

Trevone Boykin added 
330 yards passing and 
a touchdown for TCU 
(9-1, 6-1 Big 12, No. 4 
CFP), which trailed 27-17 
midway through the third 
quarter before a big inish-
ing kick.

Chris Hackett’s intercep-
tion with 3:26 left in the 
game sealed the victory.

Michael Cummings had 
332 yards and two touch-
downs passing for the 
Jayhawks (3-7, 1-6).

Missouri 34, 
Texas A&M 27

 » COLLEGE STATION
Russell Hansbrough ran 

for a career-high 199 yards 
and two touchdowns to 
help Missouri to a 34-27 
win over Texas A&M on 
Saturday night. 

Missouri (8-2, 5-1 SEC) 
scored 28 points in the 
third quarter to erase a 
seven-point halftime deicit 
and take a 34-20 lead.

The Aggies got within 
a touchdown early in the 
fourth quarter and had 
a chance to tie it with 
less than three minutes 
remaining, but lost a yard 
on fourth down from the 
Missouri 1.

The Tigers then ran out 
the clock to secure their 
fourth straight win and 
remain in irst place in the 
SEC East. 

Kyle Allen threw for 237 
yards with three touch-
downs and an interception 
for Texas A&M (7-4, 3-4).

Oklahoma 42, 
Texas Tech 30

 » LUBBOCK
Samaje Perine scored 

three touchdowns, and 
Cody Thomas threw for one 
score and ran for another to 
lead Oklahoma over Texas 
Tech 42-30 on Saturday.

The win kept OU coach 
Bob Stoops from consecu-
tive losses for the irst time 
since 1999.

Perine scored touch-
downs from 2, 64 and 11 
yards. He inished with 213 
yards on 25 carries for the 
Sooners (7-3, 4-3 Big 12).

Backup quarterback 
Patrick Mahomes threw for 
four touchdowns to lead 
Texas Tech (3-7, 1-6).

The Associated Press

By JAMES LACOMBE
The Daily News

 » PASADENA

he Clear Creek Wildcats 
were rolling early, but a resil-
ient Fort Bend Travis Tigers 
team clawed their way all the 
way back and then some for a 
34-29 win in a bi-district play-
of game Saturday at Veterans 
Memorial Stadium. 

Clear Creek raced out to a 
20-7 lead in the irst quarter 

and led 23-14 at haltime with 
279 total yards at the break, but 
the Wildcats saw the Tigers 
score 20 unanswered points 
in the second half and were 
held to 187 yards and one late 
touchdown in the inal two 
quarters.

“We just kept stalling out 
on ofense and we didn’t take 
advantage of some opportu-
nities,” Wildcats head coach 
Darrell Warden said. “When 
you do that, it gives any oppo-

nent the thought that they can 
hang with you.”

he Wildcats’ ofense was 
forced to punt on its irst two 
possessions of the second half, 
and an interception by Tra-
vis defensive back Adam Beck 
ended another Clear Creek 
drive.

Travis would take advantage 
of the turnover and drive 85 
yards on seven plays. A 35-
yard reception by Steven Sims 
and a 27-yard run by quar-

terback Cody Cunningham 
helped set up a 3-yard TD run 
by running back Emmanuel 
Atoyebi to cut the Clear Creek 
lead to 23-20 as time expired in 
the third quarter.

A 33-yard pass from Cun-
ningham to receiver Hakeem 
Butler gave the Tigers the lead 
at 27-23 with 7:30 let in the 
game. Travis got a 34-23 lead 
3:38 later on a 1-yard QB sneak 

Creek offense stalls after explosive start in 34-29 playoff loss

See Clear Creek | B3
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